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‘Voratiy fecluded as I have been for a period of 
feven years from all intercourfe with my native coun- 
try ; cut off from all communication with thofe friends 
and connexions, whofe memory I fhall ever hold moft dear 
and facred; it affords me unfpeakable fatisfaCtion to find 
that I have at length fucceeded in my endeavours to fur- 
mount the various obftacles which lay in the way of our 
correfpondence. Never have I experienced a more joy- 


ful furprize, than the receipt of your kind lTefter occa- 
fioned. 


You reafon well in what you urge refpecting the part I 
acted in Captain Bligh’s unfortunate expedition, Tam 
fenfible of the juftice of your remarks, That the public 
curiofity fhould be ftrongly excited to know the motives 
which could induce ime to behave in {9 extraordinary a 
manner towards a gentleman from whom I had received 
fuch repeated proofs of kindnefs ;—this, my friend, | am 
mot at all furprized to hear. You urgé me to give an 
account of my proceedings: you tell me, that I am in 
honor bound to render_this-account: that not only my 


B 


Coe 


own character and reputation in life require this of me; 


but that my family, my friends, and relatives, have the 
noft indubitable, the moft imperious claim upon me. 
That it is, in fhort, a duty I owe at once to myfelf, to 
my friends, and to fociety at large. As fuch, I cannot 
hefitate a moment to comply with your requeft. 


U fend you, therefore, a brief, but candid and faithful 
journal, of my voyage and adventures. For the truth of 
every particular | advance, I moft folemnly pledge my 
honor. In how far this declaration may obtain me credit 
with others, I do not pretend to determine ; with you, I 
hope and flatter myfelf, all further proteftations will be 
needlefs, 


Prudence will immediately fuggeft to you the neceflity 
of the precautions I have ufed with refpect to the omil- 
fion ot occafional alteration of certain proper names, after 
my feparation from Captain Bligh. ‘Thefe inftances are, 
however, very rare, and have no effect upon the narra- 
tive. For the reft I will venture to affirm, upon the faith 
and honour of a man, that, this one fingle point excepted, 
I ftand acquitted to my own confcience of the flighteft 
charge of wilful mifreprefentation. Much lefs have [ 
é«* aught extenuated, or aught fet down in malice.” Sen- 
fible myfelf of my errors, have not attempted to difguife 
er conceal them from others; and although, with refpe& 
to the deed already done, repentance may be faid to come 
too late ; ’tis not, J truft, too late for me to draw from 
the paft a wholefome leffon for the regulation of my future 
conduct. 


Not, 


iy a 


Not, however, to detain you any longer with this moral- 
izing ftrain, I fhall, without further preface, proceed 
immediately to the promifed detail of my journal. 


On the 24th of November, 1787, we received our final 
orders from Lord Hood, who at that time was commander 
in chief at Spithead; and, on the 28th, dropped down to 
St. Helen’s. The wind blowing ftrong t 


we were obliged to come to an ancl 1LOk 


to the weftward, 
and, 


{tanding we made feveral attempts to get down Channel, 
| 


notwith- 


were conftantly foiled in our endeavours, and driven back 
to Spithead. 


Early on the morning of the 23d of December we 
weighed; and the wind being favorable, 
the Needles ; 
breeze, which very foon encreafed to a hard gale 


pafled through 
we ran down Channel with a ftrong ealterly 
On 

hriftmas- sick the weather was fomewhat calmer; but the 
three following days the wind and waves raged with fuch 
violence, os we carried away the major part of the 
yards and fpars that were lafhed in the chains; and, a very 
heavy fea breaking right on our ftarboard beam, {taved~ all 
the boats ; infomuch that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
The 


o much fhaken by the repeated 


we could fecure them from being wafhed overboard. 

tern of the fhip was 
fhocks of a heavy following fea, that fhe made a good deal 
in confequence of which a large quantity 


of water aft; g 


of our bread was rendered totally ufelefs. 

The wind fubfiding into a pleafant breeze, chiefly from 
the northward, we made the ifland of Teneriffe on the 4th 
of January, 1788; and the next morning came to an anchor 
Santa Cruz, where we found a Spanifh 


Po! 


in the harbour of & 


al he 
packet 
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packet, an American brig, and feveral other veffels, As 
foon as our fhip was anchored, I received orders to wait 
on the governor, to acquaint him with the motive of our 
vifit; and requeft permiffion to obtain refrefhments and 
repair our r damages. My reception was as gracious as could 
be wifhed ; but, with refpeét to the article of faluting, 
which Vide a part of my miffion, the charagteriftic 
hauteur of the Spaniard difplayed itfelf in very confpi- 
cuous colours, moft pompoufly declining that ceremony ; 

s his a a never returned an ential number of guns 
to thofe of inferior rank, 


Teneriffe is the principal of the Canary iflands, and 
lies oppofite the ccoaft of Mauritania, in Barbary. It is 
about 150 miles in circumference ; the foil to lerably fere 
tile; andthe country, upon the whole, pretty populous 
and rich. Since anno 149%, it has been fubject to en, 
The harbour of Santa Cruz was ftormed 7, by 


Admiral Blake.* 
The 


Admiral Blake, cruizing off Cadiz, anno 1657, received 


intelligence that the Spanith fleet, from Rio de la Plata, had 
put into Santa Cruz. 


» anno 16s 


In confequence of this information the 
Admiral bore immedia ately. a away for Teneriffe, and on the 13th 
arrived off the ha ‘bour’s mouth; where he defcried 16 large 
Ships riding at anchor, with {prings on their cables, and drawn 
up in the form of acrefcent. Near the harbour’s mouth ftood 
a cattle, mounted with fix tworand-forty pounders, and {up- 
ported by feven other forts, viet from three to fix guns, 
and joined to each other by a line of communication Cpt 
with mufquetry. Don Diego Diagues, the Spanith admiral, 
had, for the greater fecurity of hig fleet, ordered all the {maller 
veflels to be moored clof ofe in thore, {tationing fix large galeons 
a little 


( 9 ) 


The moft remarkable object in Teneriffe is undoubtedly 
the Peak, whichcertainly appears one of the higheft moun- 


tains 


a little further out, with their broadfides to the fea. Captain 
Stayner, in the Speaker frigate, leading the Britifh line, ran 
into the harbour with great gallantry; and, without paying any 
regard to the forts, which kept up a heavy and inceffant fire, 
began the attack on the Spanifh fleet. The reft of Blake’s fquad- 
ron followed in clofe fucceffion ; and fo well was their canno- 
nade directed, fo violent and impreffive, that in a few hours 
the Dons finding their quarters too hot for them, quitted their 
fips, and fought fafety on fhore. Blake feeing it impracticable 
to carry the enemy’s fleet off, ordered the veffels to be fet on 
fire, after having very humanely given the poor devils time to 
make good their landing. His orders were fo efieCtually carried 
into execution, that, except two fhips which were funk in the 
action, the whole of the Spanifh fleet were entirely confumed. 
Meanwhile the Dons, who had been driven from their forts, 
having in fome meafure recovered from their panic, refumed a 
heavy fire upon the Englifh ; and the wind at the fame time 
blowing frefh into the harbour’s mouth, rendered the fituation 
of the Britifh extremely critical; as they lay expofed to the bat- 
eries, which, in a fhort time, muft infallibly have totally dif- 
abled them from getting out of the harbour. Fortunately for 
Blake, the wind fuddenly fhifted in his favour, affording the 
Britifh fleet an opportunity of efcaping out of this imminent 
jeopardy ; which they did immediately ; leaving the Spaniards 
in ceniternation and amazement at the temerity of their daring 
foes. This is allowed to have been one of the moft remarkable 
actions that ever happened at fea. ‘*It was fo miraculous,” 
writes Lord Clarendon, * that all men who knew the place, 
wondered that any fober man, with what courage foever ene 
dowed, would have undertaken it; and they could hardly per- 
fuade themfelves to believe what they had done; whilft the 
Spaniards comforted themfelves with the belief, that they were 
devils, and not men, who had deftroyed them in {uch a manner.” 
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tains in the world, owing to its flender bafe, its infulated 
fituation, and the abruptnefs of its elevation 3; which 
feems to give it a fuperiority to the Andes, to whofe 
height it does not arrive at more than two thirds. Its fum- 
nit. is generally envelopped in the clouds, and covered 
with eternal fnow. 


3 


There is in this ifland a moft humane and charitable in- 
ftitution for the fupport of the poor, which refle@s great 
honour upon its founder, the prefent governor of Tene- 
riffe, who himfelf undertakes the chief fuperintendance 
of it. It iscalled the Hofpicio ; and affords a comfortable 
alylum to about 250 perfons of both fexes. The girls, of 
whom there are upwards of 100, are neatly and uniformly 
habited; and the chearfulnefs depi@ed in their counte- 
nances, is thoroughly indicative of happinefs and content, 
They are employed in {pinning and weaving ribbons, 
tapes, coarfe cloths, &c. which they manufature very 
ficilfully through every ftage of the procefs, dying even 
of the colours not excepted, from the raw materials. The 
time limiced for their ftay in this Houfe of Induftry is five 
years ; at the expiration of which term they are at liberty 
to marry ; and for their dowry are prefented with the im- 
plements of their labour, together with a fum of money 
proportionable to the fiate of the Society’s fund. The 
men and boys are employed in coarfer work—fuch as 
weaving of blankets, and different fpecies of woollens. 
When fuperannuated, or otherwife rendered infirm, they 
are humanely taken care of for the remainder of their 
lives. 


Teneriffe 


ie 


Teneriffe exports annually upwards of twenty thoufand 
pipes of wines, and about half that quantity of brandy. 
Of the former the Dutch ifland of St. Euftatia takes the 
greater part; with which they fupply the Weft Indies, not 
unfrequently under the denomination of Madeira. Corn 
they have none to fpare, the produce of the ifland not being 
on which account 
they are glad to procure flour and grain from the Ameri- 
cans, in exchange for their wine. 


fuficient for their own confumption ; 


Santa Cruz, the capital of Teneriffe, extends about half 
a mile in length ; the houfes are wel! and regularly built, 
but the Riders are badly paved. The inhabitants are not 
fubject to fuch a variety of difeafes as the Europeans; but 
epidemical diftempers are generally attended with very 
fatal confequences; more efpecially the fmall pox, the 
malignity of which they have latterly. endeavoured to 
counteract by innoculation. Ships are not permitted to 
have any communication with the fhore, unlefs they are 
provided with proper bills of health. 

Our ftay at Teneriffe lafted no longer than was abfolutely 
requifite for the repairs of the fhip, and for laying in the 
neceffary fupplies of wood, water, refrefhinents, &c. 
Hereupon we failed from Santa Cruz on the roth of 
January ; and as foon as we were out at fea, Captain 
Bligh ordered the people to be at three watches, compli- 
menting me with the charge of the third watch. At the 
fame time he put us at twothirds allowance ; it being his 
intention to proceed dire€tly to Otaheite, cyithont touch - 
ing at any cther port in his way. The following morn- 
ing, calling all hands upon deck, he acquainted us with 
the nature of his voyace; that we.were to make the beft 


of 


C ~ ) 


of our way round Cape Horn to the Society Iflands, in 
18 degrees fouth latitude, and 210 eaft longitude. From 
thence, after having taken in our lading of bread-fruit 
trees, we were to proceed through Endeavour Streights 
to the Streights of Sunda, or to the eaftern fide of Java; 
where any bread-fruit trees, that might have perifhed or 
been injured, might be replaced by others, From Java 
we were to fteer round the Cape of Good Hope, to the 
{mall Antilles, or Windward Iflands: and, after toaching 
at St. Vincent’s, where we were directed to depofit half of 
our cargo of plants, in his Majefty’s Botanical garden, 
make the beft of our way to Jamaica, and there land the 
remainder of our plants: hereupon to proceed with all 
pofiible difpatch to Spithead. 


This expedition was planned and undertaken by govern- 
ment, at the earneft folicitation of the Weft India mer- 
chants, in order to jatroduce the bread-fruit tree and other 
valuable plants, into the Weft India iflands. For this 
ufeful purpofe the fhip had been fitted up in a very pecu- 
liar and ingenious manner, to receive the plants ; the care 
of which was intrufted to two fkilful botanifts recom- 
mended by Sir Jofeph Banks; and no expence had been 
{pared to enfure the defired fuccefs, 


On Thurfday, the 7th of February, we paffed the equa- 
tor; on which oceafion the ufual ceremony of: fhaving 
and ducking took place on all thofe who had not croffed 
the line before, unlefs they bought off the penalty witha 
bottle of rum. During our paffage through the tropics, the 
weather was in general fine, though hazy ; which dif- 
perfed at fun-fet, but moft frequently collected again by 
break of day. On the 26th, the wind blowing firong from 
the 


the weftward, with fudden and violent fqualls, feveral 
infeéts, as butterflies, horfeflies, &c. were blown on board ; 


but we faw no birds except a few waterfowl. By our reck- 
oning we were about 100 leagues from the coaft of Brazil. 


Sunday, the 2d of March, after prayers, Captain Bligh 
ptefented me with a written order, conflituting me an 
acting lieutenant. On the roth, we hove to, and founded, 
but got no ground with 160 fathoms. We now faw fome 
prodigious large whales, with fpout holes in the back part 
of the head. The following day, Quintal, one of the fea- 
men, in confequence of a complaint from the matter, re< 
ceived two dozen lafhes, for infolence, and neglect of 


duty. 


On the 234, early in the morning, we defcried the coaft 
of Terra del Fuego ; but the wind being adverfe, we 
paffed Staten Land to the Eaftward, in preference of ha- 
zarding a tedious paffage through the Streights Le. Maire. 
To avoid the heavy fqualls that blow from fhore, we 
bore aloof, never approaching within lefs than fix leagues 


of the coaft, till the 24th, when we entirely loft fight of 
the land, 


Our paffage round Cape Horn was rendered extremely 
difficult, and at laft impracticable, by the continual {qualls 
and bad weather we encountered. The morning of the 
31it, we were tantalized by a fine breeze {ptinging up at 
N.N. E. which gave us the moft flattering hopes that we 
fhould accomplifh our purpofe of doubling this redoubt- 
able promontory with eafe ; but our hopes were very foon 
defeated, for the wind {hifting at night, the weather be- 
caine more boilterous and unfayourable than before, The 
gale 
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gale increafed hourly, till it blew one of the moft tremen= 
dous ftorms I ever encountered ; the wind continually 
fhifting, fo that the fea ran mountains high, and broke 
upon us in every direction. Our fhip, however, being a 
good fea boat, we lay to tolerably eafy ; but the continu- 
ance of the bad weather ftrained-her planks to that degree, 
that we were obliged to keep the pumps conftantly at 
work ; and notwithftanding all our exertions, fhe made a 
great deal of water, which rendered our fituation ex- 
tremely uncomfortable. ‘To add to our chagrin, we had 
the mortification to find that we were hourly lofing 
ground. 


April the 13th, the fhip pitching with a fhort and quick 
motion, the Cook loft his foothold, and fell with fuch 
violence that he broke one of his ribs. Another of the 
crew diflocated his fhoulder; and the gunner, who had 
charge of a watch, being laid up with the rheumatifm, 
doubled my duty. This tempeftuous weather lafted, 
with little variation, to the 20th, when the wind abated 
to a flack calm; which, however, was not of long conti 
nuance. In a few hours the wind began to blow again 
from the Weftward, accompanied with a heavy fall of 
{now and violent hail ftorms. 


Moft of our live ftock, the hogs excepted, being de- 
ftroyed by the feverity of the weather, it proved a very 
feafonable relief to us, that we had the good fortune to 
catch a confiderable number of water-fowl; fuch as 
Albatroffes, Petterels, Pentadas, &c. which fupplied us 
with frefh provifions, of which we ftood in great need. 
At firft they tafted very rank and fifhy ; but Captain 
Bligh, adyerting to the poulterer’s method of cramming 
turkies 


turkies, was willing to'try the fame experiment upon 
them. Accordingly we kept them cooped up; and, cram- 
ming them plentifully with ground corn, found the ex- 
periment fucceed to admiration. They grew remarkably 
fat, and proved equal, if not fuperior, in flavonr to any 
thing of the duck and goofe kind. 


After combating a whole month with the moft tem- 
peftuous weather, and having no ground to flatter our- 
felves with the hopes of a favourable change, as the fea- 
fon was now fo far advanced, the Captain determined to 
give up the conteft, and bear away for the Cape of Good 

ope. Accordingly, on the @vening of the 22d, he 
ordered the helm a-weather, to the unfpeakable fatisface 
tion of the whole crew. 


Vith a ftrong Wefterly breeze and a flowing fheet, we 
fiood away tothe N. E. and E.N.E, ina direé courfe, 
tillin the latitude of Triftan de Cunha; when we hauled 
our wind, wifhing to make this ifland, and made fhort 
tacks during the night ; but, in the morning, no land 
appearing in fight, we refumed our courfe to the eaft- 
ward. 
peated our obfervations ; and finding that we were too 


No figns of land being vifidle at noon, we re- 


much to the Southward, altered our courfe once more, 
and fteered N.E. till fix o’clock in the evening; when, 
being ftill unable, with aclear horizon, to difcover any 
indications of the vicinity of land, and wet and cloudy 
weather coming on foon after, it was determined to relin- 
guifh our defign of touching at Triftan de Cunha, and to 
fhape our courle directly for the Cape of Good Hope. 
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The 22d, in the forenoon, we defcried the Table 
Mountain ; and onthe 24th, came to an anchor in Simon’s 
bay. After faluting the fort, which the Dutch returned 
by an equal number of guns, 


the Captain went on fhore, 
and fent difpatches to Cape-town, to inform the governor 


of our arrival, 


Our firft care was to complete the neceffary repairs of 
the thip, which indeed ftood in great need of refitting. 
The fevere weather we had encountered had not only 
caufed her to leak exceedi ingly, but had, moreover, done 
great damage to our fails et ieee Our {tock of pro- 
vifions was likewife, from the fame caufe, in a very cri-~ 
ah {tate ; 


otally fpoiled. 


efpecially the bread, great part of which was 
From His Vander 
Gi aaf, the Governor, we received, in this point of view, 
every pofiible accommodation and affiftance. 


Excellency Mr, 


Having completed our repairs, replenifhed our ftores, 
and refted ourfelves from our late fatigues, we fet fail 
from the. Cape Tuefday the firft of July, after a ftay of 
nearly fix weeks, “Phe following day we loft fight of 
land, and ftéered our courfe E. S. E. the weather being 
iabdle, ent {torms of thunder and light- 

ice of fea-fowl, and efpecially 


meafured between 


very va with freque 
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ning. We law abundar 


arge Albatro which 
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feyen and eight feet from wing to wing. 

On the 20th we effayed a very {mart gale, which lafted 
till the 22d with great violence, and brought us to our 
At length, the ftorm abati 


bare poles. ting, we continued 


our courfe to the Eaftward, till we made the ifland of St. 
Paul on the 28th: .We coafted along the Southern. fide, 


within 


Vc" Be) 
within about a league of the fhore; near which we faw 
feveral whales fporting in unwei ti gambols. St. Paul’s 

ifland is about five miles in length from E. to W. and 
three in breadth from N.to S. It is very rocky, and 
appears covered with a pleafing verdure. At the Eaft 
end rifes a very high rock, in the form of a fugar loaf ; 


where it is faid there js good h olding ground for the largeft 
veflels. 


Paffing this ifland, we kept on our old courfe at E. S. E, 
experiencing much bad and variable weather till 
guit the rgth, when we made Van Dieman’s land. We e 
came to an anchor the next day in the afternoon ; but 
the Captain thinking we were too far from the fhore, we 
weighed again at da ay break, and run further in about a 
good mile from the beach. After the {hip was fafely 
moored, I went on fhore with the Captain, to fearch for 
the molt convenient: place to wood and ‘water at. We 
found fome excellent water not many paces from our 
landing place, being a gully, which ferves asa refervoir to 
collect the Ae which had fwelled it to the fize of a 
{mall lake, though in the fummer months it is always 
dry. We hauled the feine, but with very little fuccefs, 
taking only a few flounders and fea foxes, 


The next morning I was ordered to {uperintend a wood.- 
5 a 


ing party, accompanied by the gunner. This proved a 


very tedious and troublefome tafk, as the furf ran fo high, 
that the wood was obliged to be.rafted off; and the men 
were quite fatigued before they had completely watered 
the fhip. 
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The trees in this ifland are in. general very tall and 
firait, many of them growing nearly to the height of two 
hundred feet. They do not, however, feem to be calcu- 
Jated for maritime purpofes. Moft of thofe we felled were 
rotten at the heart ; and as for the found trees, they are 
as hard and as heavy as the iron wood. 
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Here are many birds of prey, as eagles, vultures, &c. I 
faw likewife a kind of heron, with the moft brilliant plu- 
mage, refembling the bronze pigeon. Parroquets, of all 
kinds, were feen in great numbers, 


The lake from whence we had our water, fupplied us 
with fome fine frefh fifh. I accordingly got my angling 
tackle from on board, and hadstlie good fortune to catch 
fome of the fineft trout I ever faw. We were likewife 
more fuccefsful now with the feine than before, and took 
fifh enough for all hands. Of fhell-fifh we found a great 
guantity of mufcles, and fome fpider crabs ; but the latter 
were not much relifhed, being out of feafon. Several 
whales ‘made their appearance in the Bay, furnifhed, like 
thofe we had feen before, with two fpout-holes in the back 
of the head. 


Notwithftanding the frequent attempts we made during 
the latter part of our ftay here, we could fcarce prevail 
upon the natives to have any communication with us, 
They area nimble, active, and I believe perfe&tly inof- 
fenfive people ; but very much referved and upon their 
guard with’refpect to ftrangers, Both fexes go quite 
naked; their colour is as dark as that of the African ; 


their ftature rather below the middle fize ; and their kin 
tatowed or {carified about the breaft and fhoulders. When 


they 
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they converfed with us they fquatted down on their heels; 
their knees being drawn up fo as juft to clofe in with 
their arm-pits. We particularly noticed one man among 
them, of whom honorable mention is made in Captain 


Cook’s laft voyage, as being a fecond Therfites both in 
humour and deformity. 


We remained at Van Dieman’s Land a fortnight ; 
from whence, having fufficieatly refrefhed our people, 
and finifhed wooding and watering, we weighed anchor on 
Thurfday, the 4th of September, and proceeded on our 
voyage with a pleafant breeze at N. W. 


On the rgth, we made a clufter of {mall rocky iflands 
to the N. E. about four or five leagues; but could dif. 
Cover no figns of our being in the vicinity of land. The 
wind nearly heading us, prevented our nearer approach 
to the iflands, which we accordingly paffed to the South- 
ward. Captain Bligh chriftened them the Bounty ifles, 
after the name of his fhip. A few birds, fuch as pen- 
guins, gulls, &c. made their appearance whil{t we con: 
tinued in fight of thefe iflands. 


On the gth of October, the firft inftance of mortality 
occurred among the crew, in the perfon of James 
Valentine, who died in the night of an afthmatic com- 
plaint, although one of the ftouteft men on board ; and 
from whofe appearance I fhould leaft of all have expected 
to fall a martyr to that fpecies of diforder. 


Sunday the 25th, at day-break, we defcried land, which 
proved to be the ifland of Maitea, It is very {mall, not 
meafuring more than three miles in its greateit extent, 
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but pretty populous. As we ran very near the fhore; ~ 
we faw feveral neat houfes, or rather huts, moft plea- 
fantly fituated, and furrounded with groves of cocoas 
nut and other trees. A confiderable number of the 
natives followed us along fhore, making figns for us to 
and; but the furf was too boifterous to admit of our 
making the attempt. We ftretched away therefore to the 
weftward, and about fun-fet defcried Otaheite, at the difs 
tance of feven or eight leagues, 
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IT have been the mére brief and concife, as, independent 


of our not meeting with any very extraordinary adyen- 
tures in our courfe, I find, from your account, that a 
narrative of this expedition hus been publifhed? DY 


Bligh himfelf; which of courfe mut render a circum- 


ftantial and Belk detail on ‘my part fuperfluous.—— 
I fhall therefore confine my remarks chiefly to the 
occurrences which took place during our abode in 
this delightful fpot; and bere I purpofe to be the more 
copious and diffule in my account, as the various motives 
which led to our fubfequent revolt, and thereby occafioned 
the failure of the expedition, may in a great meafure 
date their rife from the connections we formed, and the 
happy lives we led, among the friendly inhabitants of this 
terreftrial paradife, for fuch Otaheite jaftly deferves to 


be {tyled. 


Before we had yet come to an anchor, we were boarded 
foon after day- 


7 


break by a great number of the natives, w 
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came out to meet wus in canoes. They no fooner under- 


ftood that we were from Great Britain, than they fhewed 


us every pofible mark of friendfhip and kindnefs ; in 


doing ese they difplayed a greater degree of eagerncfs 
than we could have wifhed, as they crouded on boa rd 
in fuch numbers, that we could hard] y work the fhip 


for them, At nine in the morning we.caft anchor in 


Matavia hie and were foon joined by fome of the chiefs, 
vith prefents, for which they received others in return. 


ryt. i _¢ ‘ - . es fe « 
i hey were very particular in their enquiries after their 


former friends, mentioning among the reft Sir Jofeph 
Banks and Dr. Solander. 

“ 

it appeared that they had lately heard, from the crew 


> {hip waen 
Ir ifla nd ; 


they gave us to underftand had touched 
out four months ago of the death of a Or ipt. 


of 


1 the particulars of the unhappy murder 
nan had been very prud lently concealed from 


rem ; and Capt. Bligh gave flrict orders, both to the offi- 


cers and WEN 
we h O Gimen, 


ot to mention a ward of this tragical cataf- 


not able to inform ‘as stra rof a name 


eer ae 
eropne, i NCY were 


ofthe ihip, or to what nation fhe belonged. 


The next morning early we worked farther into the 
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ay before our vifitors made their appearance, and came to 


a fafe mooring within a quarter of a mile of the fhore, in 
Among the chiets that now came 
to Captain Bligh, 


r of the fupreme chief Otoo, Oreepyal ah, 


ay their refpects were 
he 


if Poeeno, another chief of Matavaie 


ray at Otaheite eae to be of fome conti- 


j 


his happy ifland are known not 


to 
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to be the moft referved in granting their favours, orders bad 
been very prudently given by Captain Bligh, previous to 
our coming to an anchor, for every perfon on board to 
pafs fcrutiny with the furgeon ; which according‘y took 
place; and although the ceremony was attended with 
many ludicrous circumftances, it, however, yielded gene- 
ral fatisfaction to the whole crew, to find, from the fur- 
geon’s report, that there were no fymptoms of of the 1 venereal 
complaint among us, and confequently no danger of cur 
contributing towards the propagation of that cruel dr{- 
order. The natives, indeed, feem to take little account 
of it, though the mode of cure which they purfue in thefe 


afesis not known to the Europeans, 


A picture of Captain Cook, whofe memory is held in 
high eftimation by the Otaheiteans, was brought on board 
to be repaired. It had been drawn for the fapreme chief 
Otoo, in 1777, by Mr. Webber ; and, excepting fome very 
trifling damage it had received in the back ground, only 
wanted to be new framed. 


-Tuefday the. 28th; in confequencé of a mefiage from 
Otoo, requefting that a boat might be fent for his con- 
veyance, I was commiffioned by Captain Bligh to con- 
duc hiny om board. He brought bis wife with him, 
befides a numerous train of attendants, and fee med | 1g hiy 
delighted at our arrival. An exchange of prefents, as 
ufual on fuch occafions, took place; and at the particular 
defire of this chief, whofe name we found was now changed 
from Otoo to Tinaly, we fired our great guns, by ia of 
a falute, amidf@ the loud, reiterated fhouts and acelama- 


tions of the natives. 
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Provifions were brought us in great plenty, particulari 
5 y 


1 
ta 


goats and hogs, of which latter we purchafed a confide- 
quantity for falting. Nothing can exceed the friend lly 
footing we were upon with thefe hofpitahle iflanders, who 
ily fapplied us with every thing we wanted; for which 
ve them trinkets and gewgews in return. Some 
little thefts, indeed, were committed ; but thefe upon 

the whole occurred but feldém, and were very trifling. 
Having obtained a promife from Tinah, that we fhould 
be furnifhed with abundance of bread-fruit trees, for a pre- 
ing George, I was fent by the Captain with a 
s on fhore, as well for ourfelves, as for 


t } Wa t 
the receptacle and |! 
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dgment of the plants. Our party con- 


fifted of nine perfons ; and, to keep off the vaft concourfe 
of vifitors, whofe eager curiofity we had reafon to apprehend 


might eee our plants, and otherwife injure our arrange- 
ments, it was ae bith their own confent, that a boun- 
dary fhould be fixed upon, on which the natives were not 
to trefpafs. 


16 women at Otaheite are not only conftitution- 
ally votaries of Venus, but join to the charms of per- 


i0n fuch a happy Bue eh vali of tem Gi and fuch e€nvace 
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ng manners, that their allurements are perfe@tly irrefift- 
ible. Their fenfibility is exquifite ; and though very un- 
referved in their amours, they by no means lofe fight of 
delicacy. As fuch it was not to be expected, that they 
fhould pafs unnoticed by us. Ina very fhort time, every 
mnanon board was provided with his miftrefs ; and, as I 
have promifed in the commencement of my correfpon- 
dence, not to difguife any part of my own condudt, I fhalk 

candidly acknow ledge, that 1 had my favourite as well as 
the 
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the reft, Indeed, it is but juftice to confefs, that our fub- 
{equent confpiracy in agreat meafure owed its rife to thefe 
connexions. And to the fame caufe may be attributed, 
the defertion of the people 


heite. 


during our ftay at Ota- 
They were indeed recovered by Captain Bligh, 
and brought back to their duty: but they fiill retained a 
{trong inclinat 
one of the fine 


they readil 


on to refide at Otaheite, which is certai inly 
iflands in the whole world; and hence 


y ail. the lift of our confpiracy. 


To prevent too great an increafe-of population, which 
the Otaheiteans confider in the light of a national cala« 
mity, they have a very extraordinary inftitution, called 

the Arreoy. 
celibacy 


‘The members of th 
(asvow of 


is fociety do not profefs 

that nature would indeed be totally 
impoflible for an Otaheitean to obferve), but they take an 
which barbarous cuftom is 


rod to. 
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oath to deftroy all their 
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eral remarkable for their fond- 
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achment to their offspring ; and hence it feems 
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more reafonable to attribute this facri hee of their children 


fon 
to the eff 2c of bigotry and fuperftition, than to any want 
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of fenfibility, or to conftitutional barbarity. 


sath are remon{trated with upon this unnatural practice, 
their conftlant excufe is, ‘<* We have too many children, 


66 ia too many men eset hy hey have’ no idea what- 


ever of emigration ; bei ng perfectly fatished with their 


own fituation, witho oveting that of the neighbours 


ing ifla {} ders. 
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We carried ona very pleafant joke with thé Otahet- 
teans, which plainly fhews, that our fair Eaglifh ladies, 
fhould any of them think proper to take a trip to this 
ifland, would have as little reafon to complain of the’re- 
ception they would meet with from the men, as. we had 
caufe to be diffatisfied with the treatment we experienced 
from the women. The fhip’sbarber, among other infignia 

f his profeffion, had brought with him a painted head, 
reprefenting the face and breaft of a fine Ja dy, with an 

elegant téte of hair, rigged out in all the magnificence of 
Ethion. 


This he-dreffed up in woman’s clothes, a pole 


and acouple of flicks { upplying the place of body and armss 
the natives were 


informed that we had an Englith lady on board ; where- 


All being in readinefs for our defign, 


upon the quarter-deck was cleared for Madam to be exhi- 
bited on. 
of admiration and applaufe, 


On‘her appearance, there was a general fhout 
the deception being fo com- 
plete, that they all took her to be alive, and defired to’ 
know whether fhe was the Captain’s 


wifes Prefents 


were likewife brought and laid at her feet ; and the joke 
lafted ‘a confiderable time, before they became fenfible of 
the cheat put upon them, at which they laughed heartily.: 
‘Lhe men, however, were very particular in their engui- 
ries about the Britifh ladies, and earneftly intreated the 
Captain, when hecame'to Otahcite again, to bring a whole 


fhip’s 


would meet with a-very gracious and hofpitable recep- 


load of them with him. There is no doubt but they 


tion. 


emone other curious inftances of gallantry which came 
under our obfervation, the following, refpecting Tinah 
and his wife, deferves to be particularly noticed. ‘Tinal h, 
who was our daily vifitor, haying taken his leave of us 
fooner 


Cura?) 
feoner than ufual, Oreepyah, his brother, entertained us 
with a curious piece of fcandal; in which he gave us to 
underftand, that Iddeah, tl 
Jarge ftature and great bodily ftrength, kept a gallant in 
the capacity of a fervant; and 


this favored menial, it ap~ 
peared, was the 


very identical perfon who waited upon 
and fed Tinah at his meals, agreeably to the cuftom of the 
country. Oreepyah farther added, that this circumitance 
was net unknown to Tinah ; whom he defcribed to us as 
fo indulgent a hufband, that inftead of taking offence at 


this faux pas of his wife, it was rather done with his con- 


Hag 
fent and even at 
1 


brought forward 


nentioned 
Che lady in 
o figns of refentment, but joined in the 
laugh, and feemed rather diverted with it. But, though 
inclination forms in general the only tie 


the matter to Iddeah herfelf in our hearing, : 


gueition fhewed n 


which love 
acknowledges here, the Otaheiteans are not totally divefted 
of jealoufy, of which we {aw two or three inftances 
our abode among them. One of thefe had nearly termi- 
nated tragically ; aman being flabbed in the belly witha 
etected i too 
with a married woman. Fortunately, 
the wound did not prove mortal. 


1£i: 
curing 


cafe knife, in confequence of his being d 
familiar a fituation 


December the 18th, we buried our furgeon, whofe death 


may chiefly be attributed to hard drinking and indolence, 


he being the greateft enemy to exercife I ever faw in my 
whole life. Whe natives, on being informed of this cir- 
cumftance, duga grave for him themfelves, before our men 
had arrived at the place deflined for his interment. The 
funeral was attended by feveral of the chiefs, who con- 
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ie wife of Tinah, a woman of 
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ducted themfelves with great decorum whilft the fervice 
was fread. 


Our longer continuance in Matavai bay being deemed 
unfafe, as we were expofed to very high winds, we unmoored 
on the 25th, at fun-rife, and proceeded to Toahroah 
aio Rts which is about three miles difiant from the for- 
mer place. Captain Bligh’s original intention was to have 
gone to the Ifiand kimeo ; werd on hinting thissto our 
kind friends at Otaheite, they appeared fo deeply con- 
cerned at the thoughts of lofing us, that it induced the 
Captain to re-examine the depth between Matavai-bay 
and Toahroah harbour; “which being found perfectly 
fafe, the defign of going to Limeo was abandoned. 


Toahroah harbour affords an excellent anchoring- 
place for fhips, the furf not breaking fo high here as in 
Matavai-bay. It likewife has_a {mall river of exceeding 
good water, which falls into the fea nearly in the middle 
of the harbour. We had a Bee fupply of fith of 
various forts, which the natives are very dexterous in 
catching, and of which they pica us great quantities 


every day. 


It was at this place that we concerted the plan of our 


7d) 
nefs and ho! ee ality by the natives, and led fuch eafy, 


earent mutiny. We were treated with fo much kind- 


happy lives in Otaheite, where not only the neceffaries, 
but even — luxuries of life, are to be procured in abun- 
dance, without ues trouble, or expence, that a great 
part of the fhip’s crew began to give Otaheite the prey 
ference over their native country. It-was of no ufe_to 
think of deferting ; as the Captain had it always in his 
power, 
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againtt bim by the mafter ; and which I have frequently 
heard feveral of his comr sacha Jeclare was altogether fri- 
volous. Forthe reft, our mutiny is wholly to be afcribed 
to the ftrong predilection we had contracted for living in 
Otsheite ; where, exclufive of the happy difpofition of the 
Potions the mildnefs of the climate, si the fertility 
of the foil, we had formed certain LenS ie connexions, 
which banifhed the remembrance of Old Eng gland entirely 
trom our breatts. 


We took our leave of Otaheite the beginning of April, 
after an agreeable ftay of fix months ;*and the boulo wie 
morning made the ifland Huaheine ; aHtrle: we purchafed 
fome hogs and fruit of the natives. As the Captain had 
no ee of ftaying in this place, we did not come to an 

nchcr; but continued under fail all night, fleering 


weftward for the Friendly Iflands. 


The oth, we faw a water-fpout, which advanced in a 
{trait line towards the fhip, and compelled us to bear up 
which we had hardly done, when the phzsnomenon pafled 


ey 


with incredible velocity, at the diftance of little more than 
aah 5 of 
{ at 


eight or nine yar 


« 


n 


Sal fe: orn of us, but without doing us any 


kind of damage. 


The rith, at break of day, we defcried land, bearing 
5. 5. W. which proved to be an ifland hitherto undifco- 


vered by our navigators. Some men, who came along 
fide in a Canoe, informed the Captain that it was called 


‘W ytootacku, and defcribed it as abounding in cocoa nuts, 


read-fruit trees, and plantains. Thefe Iflanders were 
tatowed like the Otaliciteans, and fpake nearly the fame 


) 


We continued our courfe to the weftward till the 23d) 
when we came to an anchor in the road of are 
belonging to the Friendly Iflands, Here we replaced { 
of our bread-fruit trees, which appeared to he fickly sey 
injured, and trafficked with the natives for yams, plan- 
tains, &c, We ftaid at this place till the 26th; wi en, 
having completed our weoding and watering, and the 
natives committing various depredations upon us, for 
which we could obtain no redrefs, the Captain gave 
orders to get under weigh. The following day we ade 
the ifland Kotoo; which we coafted all the afternoon, in 
hopes of having fome communication with the natives ; 
but, being difappointed in our expeétations, and a nor- 
therly wind {pringing up, we ftood to the weftward till 
the next morning. 

Every thing being now ripe for our projected 
we proceeded to carry our defign into execution. ‘I had 


been engaged to fup with Captain Bligh the preceding 


evening; but excufed myfelf on pretence of illnefs, as I 

withed to concert {ome preparatory meafures with the reft 

of my confederates. It was hardly day-light when we 
1 


ufhec 


fecured before he was well a 


into the Captain’s cabin; whom we immediately 


his arms. 


awake, by pinioning 
placed 


Hereupon we hauled him upon deck, and ; 


CE 


the mizen maft under guard. 


Meanwhile proper fteps had been taken to 


officers, and fuch of the fhip’s company, as 


fecure the 
we deemed 
inimical to our defign. Thefe, toe A with the Cap- 
tain, [ ordered into the boat, d 


for that purpofe ; 
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of. a leader, and of mete nee expect 


make my appearance in the Frf Perfon, a little 
ll 


oftener than I have hitherto been wont todo. ~ I fhall not 
weary your patience with needlefs repetitions of m y regret 


for having acted the part Idid; neither hall 1 I attempt to 


palliate my guilt. 


probably, 


il 


and meoft 


we 


were) Wiarain spl: 


‘ a ae {). 75 aeait * aly aes 
with temptations equally itrong, and equal opportunities 
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' ing * EX yo prohbablest ret th 

of dina fing with Impu unity ;——-moft probable it is, that 

x My { } nNtD Fe an Pa - a y 

in fpite of all the remorfe Ihave fince experienced in cons 

ae ce oft ri fhould withitand 

equence of my. crime, I thoula, notwithitanding, be Ine 
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vould be the cate of ae 


“ann 2 a ee 5 Ap Sy vice ee 
duced to repeat my offence. And°this, perhap 
venture to add, o 

as 


perfons in the world befides mytfelf, 


Leaving, the , for the prefent at leaft, all remarks 


and hoerncten upon the paft, I fhall, without 
th 


oreface, refume the thread of my narrative. 
Our return to Otaheite, as I forefaw, greatly furprifed 


tives, who flocked around us in vaft: 


4% 


iumbers as 


They were greatly difappointed, both in miffing 


and in finding as fo much reduced in num- 


So 
e fucceeded to phic well in the tale we 


aes y brought them to 


believe, that C heirs he! aaa 
Nelieve, that Captain Bligh, and the reft of the company, 


é 


ber ; ee fer, 


had invented a ie purpofe; anc 
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had remained at Whytatookee with Captain Cooke, who 


had taken up his refidence, and had become king of that 
ifland ; .but that we could not forget their kindnefs, and 
chofe rather to refide with them than with any of their 
neighbours, or even to return to our own country. This 
appearance of our partiality flattered them extremely ; and 
they teitified their acknowledgments, by giving us the 
heartieft welcome, and {wearing eternal Tyofhip, aterm 
fignifying the ftrongeft and indiffoluble friendfhip. 


Our long refidence in this charming fpot afforded me 
opportunities of informing myfelf more minutely of its 
various productions, with the manners, cuftoms, and oc- 
cupation of its inhabitants, 


Otaheite is afluredly fituated in the moft delightful and 
happy climate in the univerfe; it is neither liable to the 
excelles of heat or cold, to rains or drought ; a ferene and 
temperate fky preferves its happy inhabitants in health and 
vigour, and almoft exempts them from every diforder inci- 
dent to the inhabitants of Jefs happy climates. ‘The eye 
feafts with delight on the charming profpect which pre- 
fents itfelf from the fhore ; an agreeable variety of hill 
and dale, of woods and mountains, decked in nature’s 
favorite fuit, perpetual green, delights the imagination ; 
numerous rivulets meander through the plantations ; 
which, with the houfes fancifully fcattered here and 
there in beautiful groves, complete a lovely and enchant- 
ing picture. 


The fertility and richnefs of its foil is exemplified inthe 
numerous fruits which fpring fpontaneoufly in every quar- 
ter. In defcribing which I fhall begin with the bread-fruit, 
the 
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the primary caufe of the expedition. This fruit is the produce 
of a lofty tree, fpreading circular] y near the top, formi 
a pleafant verdant parafol ; 


Ine 
the leaves are of the deepeft 
green, their edges beautifully fcolloped, and are from 
fixteen to eighteen inches The branches are loaded 
on all parts with this ineftimable gift of providence. It 


is covered with a thick, rough riad, 


long. 


is of an oval form, 
feven or eight inches long. It grows fingly, as an apple : 
When it has attained its full growth is the fitteft time to 
gather for ufe, and they are exc eedingly nutritive ; 
but, if they remain on the tree till they ripen intoa bright 
yellow, they grow foft, and lofe their proper tafte, which 
fomething refembles that of a Tethien artichoak ; anx 
its texture foft and fpungy, like the crumb of new 
and im 


oat 


{ 
ee) 
abibing a lufcious flavour, not unlike an over-ripe 
peach, becomes very unwholefome, producing the dyfen- 


tery, and diforders in the bowels. 


Of the bananas and plantains there are 


many different 


{pecies ; the nature of which are fo generally known, hat 


cr 


I fhall forbear to fay any thing of them, as well as of the 
cocoa, {weet potatoe, and yams, all which they have in 
alled by them jambu, 
which is very delicious >‘they have alfo a root of the 
faffafras kind, which they call pea ; a fruit not unlike a 
bean, called ahee; which, when roafted, may very well 
be iniftaken for a chefnut, in tafte and {mell ; 


a tree which produces a fine fruit, 


the greateft profufion; a fruit, c 


the wharra, 
little inferite to the 
pine; they have alfo a plant called eve, of which “is 
roots alone are eaten ; befides numberlefs fmaller rog 

and vegetables, which ferve thefe happy iflanders for 
food ; as well as a great variety of trees, fhrubs, &c, 


Orme 
adapted to various ufes, fuch as building houfes, veffels 


iS, 


tools, 


PRADO ra titi com rng 
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tools, and dyes of almoft every 
J 4 
colour. Captain Cooke had left on one of the nex ohbour- 


Sk iflands a i a mare, a cow with calf, and a bull; 


fo fome fheep ; all which have fince throve very well: 


except a {mall tbidedce they made with refpeét to the 
I | 


aT ee ef. aks -y c 
horfe, which, through miftake, they butchered inftead of 
one of the cows: but, as the mare was with foal, they 
have not loft the breed, but have a good many _ horfes 


: different iflands. As they did not -relifh 
horfe-ilefh, they were not ina hurry to try the experi- 
c 


ment with any of the horned cattle ; by which fortunate 
circumfiance they have greatly encreafed, Had the ey relifh- 


le out from the re eian circles a 
3 


feme well-formed female, to prevent degeneracy, when the 
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degree ; ae in 
1€ olafes are extremely rare; fort 
q D) 3 | oe way 

are equal in anceftral pride toa German Baron, or a Caitt- 
lian Hidalgo. And yet, what is very extraordinary, the 

lave no Meched of tran{mitting their pedigree but by tra* 
ced rule of perpetuating their family, but 
anted in the breaft of the mother: 


Sa08 no {chools, education is not to be acquired; they 


are therefore entirely g governed by example ; the conduét of 
1e father is purfued by the fon, the daughter following that 


1 


) Ps ae 1. oe Wea : a es 
ii vec mother. Labour, in this fection of the glo 


bro ge G) 


pofed nor exercifed by the imperious calls of neceffity, but 
merely for amufement : it isprefcribed to none; yet none 
are indolent ;—-chance appears to have allotted to each his 
feparate ftation. No murmuring is heard at the difpen- 
fations of providence ; and indeed it would be the higheft 
ingratitude, for they are amply bleffed with its choiceft 


and moft defirable gifts. 


In the marriages of the fuperior claffes, great wifdom is 


prominently confpicuous; they never fuffer the con- 


fummation of the nuptial rites, till both parties have 
With the meaner tribes the 


h 


he common people are much 


attained a full m ane 
reverfe is the cafe; hence t 


beneath the Dae ee the nobility; 


ture of religion in if, as the priefts perform the office ; 


and, by their perfuafion and eloquence, the'poor children 
are encouraged to endure the pain, than which nothin; 


can be more acute. A thoufand punctures, with th 


O 


i imagine was 


blood trickling from each ay one would g 


beyond the philofophy of achild to 
fer with more th 


fupport; yet they fuf- 
an ftoic firmnefs, 


Their hair is generally black, and the men wear it in 


2 


long flowing trefles, which gives them not an ungraceful 
appearance ; the women cut it fhort round their heads. 
Both fexes, like the Indians in America, carefully eradi- 


y 


cate it from every other part of their bodies ; ng are 


extremely delicate in keeping themfelves perfectly clean ; 


never fuffering the fun 2 fet without imn neriing them= 


elves in the fea. 
have rather a rancid fmell, ow) ing to their lubricating 


i themfelves 


Notwithftanding this, they fometimes 


Aare Trine tt iinet ree torent 
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pately till t 
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felves with oil; butthis, cuftom reconciles, and it 


foon ceafes to be difagreeable, 


Some fuperftitious notions are difcoverable in their 
yeals : the women are not fuffered to mix with the men. 
But this does not appear to indicate any inferiority of the 
fex, but which -cuftom has ereéted into a law: nor do 
iey take their meals in company, but upon certain fefti- 
als. Queen Oberea, fome years fince, by the account 
of former navigators, entertained a company,of not lefs 
than one thoufand: the Rey: were all brought by the 
fervants who prepared them ; the meat was placed into 
the fhells of cocoa nuts, and was diftributed to the guefts 
rfelf. They were feated in rows round her palace ; 

after having ferved them all, fhe at length took her 
feat on a kind of throne, fomewhat deemed above the 
wr} £ 


reft ; and two favourite female domeftics, placing them 


. 
felves on her right and left, fed her like a child. 

TI hey >have but two ways of cooking their animal food, 
which is broiling and baking; the firit of which is done 
over heated ftones, in the following fimple manner; 
—the meat is placed on clean ftones; and, when done 
enough on one fide, they turn it on the other, till the gravy 


G 


begins torun: but their mode of beking is rather fingular ; 
in the earth proportioned to the thing 
hey then place a layer of wood at the 
sottom ; over which a courfe of ftones; and fo alter- 
1e cavity is filled up;—they then kindle a 
fre, and the ftones are made hot ;—then taking out the em- 
bers, and placing the ftones that are leaft heated clofe to 
each other at the bottom of the hole, and covering them 
the meat they have to drets, 


cleaned 


— 


cleaned and feafoned to their fpalat :—after placing a frefh 
layer of green leaves, th 
mainder of the hot ftones, 
mould dug out of it. 
four trades: aud when taken out, 
thing I ever tafted. 
the chiefs and peo 
‘They have no tables 
quality take the 
of a f{preadin ig tree. 


them for napkins ; and a bafket, 


their dinner. 


frefh, the other for falt water, furnifh the whole 


table requilites. 


placed in order, they begin by wafhing their hands and 
mouth: that done, they 
their bafket. Whateve 
in leaves. If fith, 
dextefoufly, between their finger and thumb, 
into their mouth ; 
adheres thereto—as we would ufe anchovy and nates a 
If meat, they fever it with a wooden knife, and dip it in 
as they do the fith. 
the place of th a 


the falc water 


themfelves, and attack the vegetables ; confifling 
nanas, plantains, cocoa-nuts, guavas, &c. they then 
wafh a third time, and generally compofe theinfelves to 
fleep for a few hours. 


The Otaheitean ladies are extremely fond of drefs ; 
their head-drefs is ea compofed of human Le wove 
fo delicately, that 
fpider. This they w 


fill up the hole with the re- 
‘and clofe the hole up with the 
They leave their cooking three or 
it is as favoury as a 
hig generality of the provifions of 
is dreffed in this manner, 
or chairs ; and etaets ot oaks re 
ir meals on the ground, 
Leaves of the Hata 


‘Two cocoa or calibafh fhells ‘alts one for 
? 


When dinner is brought, and ca leaves 
proceed to the examination of 
it contains is neatly wrapped up 
they break it into the falt water ; 
with yuit as much oft 


Bread-fruit fupplies 
After their meal, they again wath 


oes ey ue oil 
PORE heads, as a kind ot 
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garland,‘ ornamented with flowers ftuck in the plaits, 
which havea very agreeable effect. Theirears are loaded 
with European beads, whofe intreduétion fupplanted 
every former ornament ; which confifted of any red or 
fhining thing they met with. The other part of their 
drefs is very fimple—a piece of cloth, a yard and half | 
e, and three or four in length, with a hole cut in the 
middle, big enough to admit the head, flows reund them 
below the waift: thence a piece of the fame cloth is girt 
rou nd them, and the ends tied in bows likethe cravat of a fop, 
which hang down before them as low as the knees. There 
is little difference of drefs between the fexes ; none of them 
wear any covering to the feet or legs, which is the more 
furprifing as the ai is extremely feorching at fome par- 
ticular feafons. The cloth they manufacture is of various 
textures; that for dry weather is no better than com- 
mon paper made from the rind of trees. In rainy weather 
bf{tar 


itial covering, which is a kind of 
matting very curioufly platted. The only diftinétion of 


they wear amore fu 
drefs from the prince to the peafant, confifts in the quan- 
tity oo r; but the fhape isthe fame. A fingle gar- 
snent fuffices the lower orders, whilft the fuperior clafles 
wear a moft burthenfome quantity. A moft fingular mode 


Ss 


of falutation prevails among them: when friends meet, 
th WY {trip of their tunicks with aftonifhing agility, and 
remain naked from the wailt upwards ; this is as cuftom- 
ary with them, as pulling off the hat or fhaking hands is 
with Eeropeans. Both fexes comply with this fafhion ; 
and it is univerfally praGtifed throughout the ifland. 


The arts are chiefly confined’ to the chiefs; and con- 
iift of architeéture, carving, painting, fhip-building, and 
navigation, ‘The principal fpecimen of their architeétu- 
ral 


(oa) 
ral genius is the Morai, or Maufoleum of Oberea; and 
which indeed may be placed in competition with the 
famous Egyptian pyramids. It is conftruéted of ftone, 
near a hundred yards in leneth, thirty in breadth, and 
rifes near twenty in heighth, by a flight of fteps ; it nar- 
rows gradually to the top, whereon is the figure of a bird 
carved in wood. The time of the erection of this pyra- 
mid cannot be afcertained ; for, as before obferved, they 
poflefs no record of paft tranfaGtions. Ir is built of coral 
ftones, of large dimenfions, fquared and polifhed ; and the 
joinings fo neatly managed, that they are fcarce dif- 
‘cernible. Jt is inconceivable how fuch a mats of mate- 
tials could be collected in an ifland deftitute of quarries ; 
how formed with that exaétnefs, and without any kind of 
cement, as to be impenetrable by rain, with implements 
fofter than the materials to which they were applied: in 
fhort, how thefe enormous maffes of ftone could be 
elevated to fuch an height, muft puzzle and aftonifh the 


beholder. 


They have fearce a weapon, tool, or ordinary utenfil, 
but what exhibits their genius for carving, ‘heir veffels 
are all adorned; and in the generality of their perfor- 
mances there is aclevernefs difcernible, that, with the 
fame tools, few European carvers could excel. 


In fhip-building they have not arrived at that profi- 
ciency ; but their veflels are calculated well enough for 
thofe feas. Inflances of their being loft very rarely occur: 
they are built with adeep fweep; and the extreme ends 
a good deal elevated ; which ferves to fhelter the rowers 
from the violence of the furf, which breaks on the fhores 
of thefe iflands with great fury. Their form is not unlike 
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a punt, being flat-bottomed; of about three feet wide, 
which is no way proportionate to their length, which 
frequently exceeds 60 feet. Thefe veffels could not live in 
any thing of afea without fome contrivance; they therefore 
place two ofthe fame fize along fide eacl: other, at four 
or five feet diflance; then laying ftrong fpars athwart, 
they lafh them faft together ; and, toa maft erected in 
ach, they benda fquare fail: the yards are fixed above 
and below to the mafts in either veflel. A kind of cabin 
is built on the platform between the two, which contains 
their provifions. ‘They are excellent aftronomers ; and 
with wonderful precifion will defcribe the motion of the 
heavenly bodies; and will tell by the afpect of the heavens 
the changes of the wind and weather, fome days before 
they happen. This knowledge enables them to vifit the 
iflands round them. In the day time, they fhape their 
courfe by the fun; and in the night the ftars are their 
pilots. “Their tkill in the appearance of the celeftial 
fphere, gives them that confidence, that they frequently 
perform voyages to the different iflands, fixty or eighty 
leagues-round. Their trips feem merely made for difco- 
very, or to increafe their acquaintance with other iflan- 
ders, as they poflefs no medium wherewith to barter. 


Painting is the art leaft underftood amongit thems. it 
chiefly contifts of the figures which are traced on their 
bodies, and the ornaments on their veilels : thofe on their 
bodies are seats sobitds and fifhes; fometimes after 
nature, but often monfters of the artift’s creation : the 

utline is remarkably correét. The priefts engrofs the 
{cientific operation of tatooing, which is confidered as 
neceflary as sea toa Chriftian; for, without which 
they would be counted as the outcalts of fociety. The 
age 


| undergo the 
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age at which this rite is performed, is from twelve to four- 
teen: before that period children would not be able to 
The other kind of 
painting may be rather called daubing ; and confifts only 
in colouring the rude carvings in their boats ; fometimes 


pain of the operation, 


with one colour and fometimes another ; but moft com- 
monly with red, which istheir favourite, 


Cloth is their principal manufacture ; the material 


with which it-is made is neither fpun nor wove. The 
bark is {tript from the trees, and immerfed in water to 
foak ; the outer rind is then feraped off, 


cleaned, 


W hen properly 

it is, placed upon leaves in thin layers; 
/ 

tending to the length and breadth 


eX- 
the workman chufes; to 
ftrengthen and increafe its fubftar 


over tle till it attains the ea thicknefs. It is 
when it will bear lifting, is laid 
boards, and beat with a fquare 


wood, about a foot and a half long, and three 


then left to drain ; and, 
ona platform of {mooth 
piece of 


inches broad ; on each fide of which are parallel lines, 
drawn lengthwile. Thefe lines differ in finenefs, in pro- 
froma fosall twin a1 


portion fron e, toa filkthread. They begin 


to beat with the coarfeft, and finifh with the fineft fide 


arm 


of the beater. JT 


? 


wo men are generally employed in the 
oO J 4 


exercife of beating the cloth ; who ftand oppofite each 


other, and regulate the ir {trokes as fmiths on 


an anvil, 


This operation thins and confolidates the layers of bark ; 
wl 


liten : 
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this procefs finithed, it is fpread out to and, 


when fuficiently bleached, it~ is 
women, 


who certainly SEbibie great ned of HS" and 
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good tafte. They ve 

proves thein from Europe ; me in ge neral they are ae 
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yellow. Their dyes are tolerably good; but the materials 
and texture of the cloth will not admit of wathing, and 
of courfe become difagreeable to thofe who cannot fre- 
quently afford a new fuit. When dry, it is rolled up and 
laid by for ufe. The bark of three different trees are ufed 
in this fabric;. the paper-mulberry, the bread-fruit tree, 
and the wild fig. The fineft forts are produced from the 
two firft;. but the moft durable is made from the laft, 
which refifts the rain—a property which the others do not 
pollefs. 


Matting is another of their manufaCtures, made alfo 
from the ca) of trees and fhrubs. They are wove fo fine, 
that they may challenge Europe to produce more excel- 
Of this they fabricate their fails, 
counterpanes for their beds, and cloathing in rainy wea- 
ther, 


lent workmantfhip 


Cordage is a very confiderable article, and in which 
they excel. It is made from a plant of the nettle kind. 
Their fifhing lines are fuperior to any thing of the kind 
in Europe, being infinitely ftronger and more durable 
Their nets have the fame advantage, being made with the 
fame materials. But the cords of human hair, which 
the ladies ufe for bandeaus round their heads, and which 
is a principal and fafhionable amufement,—it is incon- 
ceivably fine. I have feen a fpecimen of it more than a 
thoufand yards in length, as fine as the fineft filk thread, 
and without a knot. This they perform without the 
affiftance of any inftrument, and witha celerity beyond 
the limits of credibility. 


ri 


Wicker 


(> age 


Wicker work is a general employment, and in which 
they are all proficients. - As they are emulous of fupe- 
riority, their performances in this fpecies of ingenuity are 
incomparably neat. 


Other articles of lefs account, as their arms, offenfive 
and defenfive, which feem to be the workmanfhip of their 


_refpective owners, as well as their fifhing tackle, working 


utenfils, &c. difplay no very great efforts of ingenuity. 


lave various amufements, as mufick, dancing 
They | S f teens fick, d g, 
wreftling, fhooting with the bow, throwing their lances, 
flinging, rowing, and {wimming; in all of which they 
far excelled any of us Europeans, 


Their mufick is unharmonious, being only a kind of 
fife and drum; yet, with thefe they ramble through the 
country, frequenting feftivals in companies, as formerly 
Morris dancers ufed to do in England. 


Their Heivas refemble the country wakes in England. 
The young folks meet together todance and make merry, 
and here the minfirels conftantly attend. The girls in 
thefe affemblies are not over burthened with modefty ; 
but in their dances endeavour to inflame the paffions of 
their partners by geftures the moft lafcivious ; and, when 
the dance is finifhed, fcruple not to gratify thofe propen- 
fities which their wanton agility has excited, without a 
blufh, or the leaft particle of fhame. Thefe heivas are 
indifcriminately frequented by all ranks, ‘There is alfo 
another meeting, at which none but the principal people 


_are admitted. Thefe form a diftinct fociety, in which 


every woman is common to eyery man; and in thefe 
G aflemblics 
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aflfemblies the fports they practice are wantonly volup- 
tious, beyond imagination, 


Their vocal mufick is by no means contemptible ; but 
all the melody confifts in the voice, as they have no rules 
to regulate their tones; and their fongs are generally 
words of their own compofing, which they vary into 
Jong and fhort verfes, merry or fad, fuitable to the occa- 
fion; and, as the language itfelf is melodious, one is no 
lighted with the arranteft nonfenfe, than with the 


fublimeft compofition, 


Jefs de 


i 


Their theatrical diverfions confift of mufick, dancing, 
and drollery. Their inftrumental mufick, as before ob- 
ferved, is very paltry: 
and fomething fimilar to the buffoonery of Bartholemew 
fair. I think they would not make bad performers of 
ferious or tragic pieces, were there any compofitions of 

hat kind; 


forrow to admiration : 


but their farce is very laughable, 


for they have tears at will, and counterfeit 
: indeed, it is had recourfe to onthe 
moft indifferent occafions, and weeping is equally practifed 
by the men as well as the women, 


It is no eafy matter to define their religion. It is like 
moft others, fubfervient to political purpofes. The per- 
fon of Majefty is held facred and inviolable; and the 
royal offspring, like Jupiter Ammon, declared to be 
iprung from the immortal gods! Till the heir apparent 

ives at age, he is under the controul and tuition of the 
high prieft, They worfhip the deity by faith alone, and 
are f{trangers to idolatry. 
monopolized by - the Sie ee priefts, and great 
nunity ferve to complete the 


pageantry 


The my fteries of religion are 
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pageantry of a religious fhow. They offer human facri« 
fices; and on great feftivals each diftri€t furnifhes a male 
victim, who is felected from the dregs of the people, and 
the moft worthlefs they can find. When the object is fixed 
upon, he is kept totally ignorant of his fate, till the emif- 
faries of the high prieft arrive, when they put him to 
death without the leaft ceremony, and convey the body 
to the place of facrifice; where there is an altar of ftone, 
ornamented with a number of human fkulls, which be- 
longed to thofe who had been formerly facrificed, 


As foon as an Otaheitean departs this life, his relations 
crowd to his houfe, and bewail his lofs with clamorous 
lamentations and expreffions of grief. The neareft of kin 
to the deceafed fits like a ftatue befide the corpfe, without 
fenfe or motion; whilft the others areone moment vent- 
ing their grief in the moft paffionate exclamations, and the 
next laughing and talking of indifferent matters, withoutthe 
leaft appearance of concern, On the next morning the 
body is put ina fhroud, and taken to the fea-fide upon a 
bier, fupported by fix bearers on their fhoulders, attended 
by the prieft; who, having prayed over the body, repeats 
his prayer in fhort fentences during the proceflion. When 
they arrive at the water’s edge, the corpfe is fet down on 
the beach: the prieft renews his prayers ; and, taking up 
fome of the water in his hand, fprinkles it towards the 
body, but not upon it. It ts them carried back forty or 
fifty yards, and foon after brought again'to the water’s 
edge, where the prayers and {prinklings are renewed. This 
During this ceremony they 


a 


is repeated feveral times. 
build a houfe, anda piece of ground is railed round it. In 
the centre a ftage is ere¢ted, whereon the bier is placed, 
and the body: left to putrify, till the flefh is wafted from 
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When the body 1s depofited, the mourning is 
The women affemble, and are led to the door 
by the neareft relation, who ftrikes a fhark’s tooth into 
the crown of her head: the blood copioufly follows the 
ftroke ; and is carefully received upon pieces of linen, 
which are thrown under the bier. The reft of the women 
follow her example, and the ceremony is repeated at the 
interval of two or three days, as long as the zeal and for- 
The tears fhed upon thefe 
eccafions are alfo received upon pieces of cloth, and 


the bones. 


renewed. 


offered as oblations .to the dead. Some of the younger 
people cut off their hair, which they throw under the 
bier with the other offerings, 


As they have no endemical diforder among them, their 
employments all tending to promote exercife, confe- 
quently are conducive to health. Ere they were ac- 
quainted with the Europeans, a perfon to languifh of an 
incurable difeafe would have been a phenomenon they 
were entirely {trangers to. - There are no fuch profeffions 
among them as phyficians or furgeons: yet they are not 
deficient in the art of healing wounds of the moft danger 
ous nature, to which I have been frequently a witnefs ; 
and which is an inconteftible proof that they are acquaint- 
éd with the virtues of the balfams extracted from the 
fhrubs and trees with which they abouud. | 


The firft fruits of European civilization, were difor- 
ders of the moft fhameful and affliGive kind ; and inreturn 
for their hofpitality, they have received a fubtle enemy, 
which has fapped the conititutions of the greater part of 
thofe innocent and inoffenfive iffanders. This diforder 
has made great ravages; and even when cured has been 


- followed 
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followed by a decline, which they term the Britifh difeafe ; 


in this ftate the unhappy fufferer is fhut out from fociety, 
on a fuppofition of the diforder being infeCtious ; and 
thus, unaflifted and abandoned, fuffered to perifh. This 
was the fate of Omai, the native brought to England by 
Captain Cooke. On his return home, being a man_of gal- 
lantry, by his European acquirements, and the enter- 
taining relation of his adventures, he ingratiated himfelf 
into the good graces of almoft every Ane woman on the 
ifland, and at length fell a victim to this cruel diforder, 
two years after his return. 


Their hoftile expeditions are far from contemptible, as 
they frequently mufter from eight hundred to a thoufand 
canoes ; in which their lances are placed in fockets, and 
fiand upright ; they are of various lengths, and moftly 
headed with the bone of the fting ray : the wounds they 
inflict generally prove mortal. Great heaps of large 
fiones are heaped on the ftages, like fhot piled in ordnance 
_ftores, and they really form a very warlike appearance. 
‘Their wars are carried on ina moft deftructive mode; as 
the fuccefsful party gives no quarter, but maflacres man, 
woman, and child; not only depopulating whole dif- 
tricts, but deftroying all the bread-fruit trees, by fever- 
ing the bark round the tree, which prefently occafions 
its death: thus the whole country is laid wafte for four or 
five years. ‘This is a great drawback to the happinefs of 
the Otaheiteans, as they are obliged to be perpetually on 
the watch, to prevent a furprize from their warlike 
neighbours. | 


In their engagements they hoift an Englifh pendant, 
the gift of Captain Cooke ; which really infpires them 
with 
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Mi) | with a courage of which they were formerly deftitute # 
| 


é 


and they have enthufiaftically purfued the idea, of its 
poffefling the virtue of intimidation to their enemies, and 
affuring them victory as long as they retain the poflefficn. 
i This has increafed their ardour and infufed a fpirit of en- 
terprife ; fo that their neighbours, who formerly were 
more warlike and courageous, are not fo frequently dif- 
pofed to difturb their tranquility. 


NW Their treaties of peace are concluded in a very fingular 
hy manner. The conquerors, in order to conciliate the 
aftections of the vanquifhed, fend them a number of their 
moft beautiful young girls, whofe blandifhments are com- 
monly more prevailing, and cement the alliances more 
durably, than the political fineffe of European negoci- 
ators. A whimfical circumftance is faid to have happened 
to the Otaheiteans, in one of their ‘wars: it was their 
mifhap to be overcome by the Bolabolans, inhabiting the 
north-wefternmoft of the Society Iffands, and the molt 
warlike of their neigbours. ‘Their women are extremely | 
beautiful—indeed they do not poffefs that languifhing _ 
foftnefs of the Otahitean ladies ; but their fine animated | 
countenances and vivacity of difpofition, render thent 
more defirable companions. ‘The qualifications of thefe 
ladies were too mafculine for the indolent Otaheiteans, 
who would not relinguifh the amorous dalliance of their 
own beautiful women, for a familiar intercourfe with the 
fair ftrangers ; who, women like, fired at this unpardon- 


able neglect of their charms, returned, boiling with in- 


dignation and refentment ; and, at their inftigation, the 


horrors of war were renewed with accumulated fury. 


The 


Le See) 

The difpofition of the Otaheiteans is ‘affable, goods 
natured, and obliging in the extreme; their fidelity is in- 
violable, when entrufted with confidence ; and there is no 
kind of fervice but they will cheerfully perform for thofe 
they felect as their friend, which they. call Tyo: they 
will ramble from one end of the ifland to the other for his 
gratification ; and, when their affections are once conci- 
hated, no confideration can prevail on them to cancel 
their attachment. But this does not extend to affairs of 
gallantry ; for here the lines of the celebrated Mr. Pope 
very happily apply, that— 


‘¢ Men, fome to bufinefs, fome to pleafure take, 
15 . ? 
*¢ But every woman is at heart a rake,’ 


Cuftom initiates virgins to the practice of fenfual plea- 
fures; and they lofe their pretenfions to that ftate, before 
the operation of reafon has any cantroul over the paf- 
fions. When once they have paffed their noviciate, they 
are far from being niggardly of their favours; but are 
more ambitious of affording pleafure to numbers, than 
being conftant to a fingle object. . Till they become 
mothers, this indifcriminate proftitution is held in no dif~ 
grace: but, the moment they find themfelves pregnant, 
nature afferts her controul, and inclines the mother to 
feck protection for her infant: fhe attaches herfelf to the 
father ; and he, on his part, experiences a pleafure in pro- 
Thus it is that 
there are few inftances of adultery ; for, where there is no 


tecting and providing for his offspring. 


re{triction from illicit commerce, there is no allurement 
to the gratification of luftful paffions, with thofe who are 
already palled with their enjoyment. The complexion 
of thefe charming girls is not fo fair as their neighbours 
the 
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the Ulietians; but of a clear olive, or brunette; which I 
prefer to the fineft white and red, as it is lefs liable to 
change ; their eyes are full of fire, admirably expreflive, 
and melting with languifhing foftnefs ; their teeth are 
perfectly regular, and of the whitenefs ofthe purett 
1VOTY. 


Tam apt to think that the ftigma fixed on the natives 
of the Society Lflands, of their being fo habituated to 
thieving, is not altogether juft; and that the cenfure fo 
lavifhly beftowed on them for this vice, upon inveftiga- 
tion, is in a great meafure unmerited. 


Suppofe a number of adventurers were to land upon the 
coa{ts of any civilized country, and, without ceremony, 
begin to break down their fences, gather their fruits, 
feize their cattle, and, in fhort, take whatever they chofe. 
In this fituation, not having fufhcient force to oppofe 
their ravages, would it be criminal to diftrefs them by 
every means, and in any way chance might prefent? 
Surely no: and, if cenfure attaches to either party, it is 
to thofe who fet the example. And, by all the obferva- 
tion I could make, this propenfity rarely prompts them 
For the honour of Chriftianity and 
civilization, I fhould be proud to fay as much formy own 


to rob each other. 


country. 


The, behaviour of the natives, for fome days after our 


return, was extremely troublefome, continually interro- 
gating us refpecting the fate of the captain and the re- 
mainder of the fhip’s:company : and, whether fiom com- 
paring the different accounts which they received, (for, 
notwithftanding every precaution, it was an utter impof- 
ibility 


Cao 


{ibility for every one to repeat a fiction circumftantially 
alike) or, that they had got poffeffion of our fecret by 
means of the women, who might have coaxed it from 
their lover in the moment of dalliance; I began to think 
ourfelves very infecure; and, as fufpicion always haunts 
the guilty mind, their conduct appeared very equivocal, 
and I was under great apprehenfions of their furprifing the 
fhip. Thefe ideas were not alone confined to me; for it 
appeared a general obfervation; and the determination 


was to keep as ftrict a look out as before. 


We foon found our fufpicions were groundlefs, and that 
they thought of nothing lefs than offending us ; fo that 
in a little time all our fears vanifhed, and it frequently 
happened that the fhip was left to the care of only three 
or four people ; while the reft were amufing themfelves at 
the heivas, and indulging in all the enjoyments of this 
terréftrial paradife. 
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Feom the moment I had fucceeded in furprifing the 
fhip, far more extenfive projects entered my mind, than 
that of {pinning out an indolent exiftence in Otaheite ; 
but which I carefully kept from the knowledge of any of 
my comrades, as many of them had intermarried into the 
families of the chiefs, till I perceived the pleafures of the 
fhore, and the carefles of the ladies, began to flacken 
from their wonted attractions, and fatiety made its appear- 
ance umong them. By degrees | intimated the probabi- 
lity of Captain Bligh’s reaching the fettlement at Botany 
Bay ; and, if there were any fhips of force there, that 
Governor Philip would immediately fend in fearch of us: 
or, that as foon as the news of our revolt fhould be known 
at home, there could be no doubt but a frigate would be 
di{fpatched to apprehend us. I foon perceived, thefe fur- 
miufes began to work, and from day to day get {tronger in 
their minds ; fo that in a fhort time I was folicited by the 
major part of them to project fome plan for our future 


ace. 
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v; faying that they would implicitly follow my di- 
rections, and carneftly begging me to refume the com- 
mand 
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mand of the fhip, and whatever courfe I chofe to fteer they 
would cheerfully agree to. 


I told them that I was entirely devoted to their fervice ; 
that all my little ability fhould be exerted, not only to 
fecure them from the impending danger of being taken 
and carried to England ; but, I did not in the leait doubt, 
I fhould be able to lirik out a plan, which would infal- 
libly elude all purfuit, and again reftore them to the 
bleflings of Chriftian fociety, But, as there were many 
averfe to leaving the ifland, it would be improper to 
make known the particulars ; left, in the event of thofe 
deft behind falling into the hands of any Englifh cruizers, 
there would be a clue, which pavers might eventually 
lead to the deftruGtion of us all. They reiterated their de- 
termination to fhare my fortunes; and, with great eai- 
neftnefs, ‘folemnly promifed the fame Sbadten se and fub- 
ordination, as though I were the regular Captain, com- 
amifhoned by the Admiralty of Great Britain. 


This was the temper of mind I had been fecretly wifh- 

ng to excite; but there being one or two of the officers, 
who, when I diftantly founded them on the fubject, were 
fo averfe to quitting dees amorous connections, that [ was 
rather ee their example would be followed by 
fo many of the people, that I fhould not get enough to 
work the fhip 3 which, in all probability, would have 
been the cafe, had I been over forward, or affumed that 
fuperiority- they, voluntarily conferred on me. 


A few days after this, I had an opportunity of collect. 


ing the fentiments of the whole company ; V ae no [ found 
that more than one half were determined to remain at 


ee 


> Ortaheite ; 
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; but they had ne objection for thofe who chofe 
Pi the fhip, having no kind of inclination te 
I was a little piqued at finding my- 

inority : however, as foon as I could depe nd 
although too few to navigate a fhip the dif 


ant to go, I fet about preparing for the voyage. 


sing, we found it very little 
eek, with half a dozen of our 
chofe to ftay behind, never- 


and as much provifion, water, live flock, vegetables, and 
fruit, as we could conveniently ftow ; and once more took 


up our refidence on board the Bounty. 


any now confifted only of ten men, 
‘ith each his miftrefs, and four young 
ne of them, who could not.be perfuaded 
many women in a fhip was a very 
Rance; but I had no alternative, 

m with us, or remain where we were: 
termined to quit the ifland at all events, L 
‘e been tempted to have taken their 


an my intentions fhould 


we took a friendly farewell of our 
I Rie: with much regret, as TI 
illity would be i fhort dura- 
jance to be placed on the fup- 
iofe whole force would be greatly 
> 
cate. the whole ifland:; fo chat, 
fhould 


as one frigate would be more 
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fhould a fhip be fent in fearch of us, there would be no 


poffibility of their efcaping. I told themI fhould fteer to 
the northward, in hopes of meeting with fome ifland, 


which had hitherto eluded the difcovery of European 


NavigatOrse 


A very moving fcene enfued between the ladies, their 


relatives, and friends ; they bewailed each other, as though 


they had actually departed this life; they flripped them- 


felves to the waift, and wounded themfelves with fhells 


on the head, that the blood med down their fhoul- 
ders, We pacified them with promifes of a fpeedy return 5 
and, as forrow gains but a very fuperficial lodgment in the 
breaft of thefe iflanders, every idea of that fenfation was 


totally eradicated in a few cays. 


With a pleafant breeze we run the ifland out of fight 
before fun-fet; paffing Emeo, which is governed by a 
relation af Otoo. The nex 
abreaft of Huaheine; but, 


time in getting out of the neig! hbourhood of Otaheite, I 


t day, at noon, we were 


as I did not wifh to delay any 


was Abii ite to’ touch at none of the Society Iflands. 
We continued our courte but ftood 
near enough the fhore of the different iflands for the 
natives to fee us, that, in cafe of enquiry, our purfuers 
might be led on a wrong {cent. 


to the northward; 


The fhores were 


thronged, and feveral canoes put off; but, having a itiff 


breeze, their endeavours to board us were ineffectual. 


We continued ftanding on, pafling to the weftward of 


Bolabola, and made the ifland of Maruah. 
being thus far anfwered, in giving the iflanders an idea 
that we had proceeded to the northward, to the Sand- 
Mands, we altered our courfe to the South Weft; 
when, 


Our purpofe 
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when, making Palmerfton’s iflands, we difcovered a 
canoe, eight or nine leagues from the land: as we ap- 
proached it, we could perceive them making fignals to us, 
as if flanding in need of affiftance. 


We accordingly bore 
up, and, in lefs than an hour, brought them along-fide, 
We found four men anda boy in her, almoft worn out 
with fatigue and hunger. The mixed emotions of doubt, 
joy, and apprehenfion, were ftrongly pourtrayed in their 
countenances, as we hoifted them up the fide, they being 
too far {pent to get on board without help; but, when on 
the quarter-deck they faw feveral of their neighbours, 
whofe language they underflood, and from whom they 
were immediately fupplied with fomething to fatisfy the 
imperious calls of hunger, their tranfports were without 
bounds, nor were their acknowledgments lefs fervent. 
Their bofoms heaved with the hope of being returned to 
their kindred and friends, and the tear of gratitude gave 
frefh lufire to their languid vifion, and filently bedewed 
their famifhed cheeks. 


They gave us to underftand that they were natives of 
Terea, an ifland to the fouthward of Palmeriton Iflands ; 
that four days before they had put of to vifit a fmall 
ifland within fight ; but it coming to blow very hard, they 
were not able to reach it before night fet in; the gale 
increafing, rendered their paddles of little ufe ; and, before 
morning, they had loft fight of both iflands ; and had been 
thus driven about, without feeing any other land, till a 
little before they fell in- with us; when they had per- 
ceived the iflands before them; but it blowing off the 
lahd, they defpaired of reaching it ; and, at the moment 
they difcovered us, were on the point of finking under 
the accumulated mifery of hunger and fatigue. 


We 


‘uae ae 


We had made fail, and were ftanding on at the rate of 
Pabout feven knots, when, ona fudden, we felt a moft 
-fevere fhock, which caufed an inftant alarm throughout 
the fhip, as we were apprehenfive we had ftruck on fome 
hidden reef; but the fhip not lofing her way, our appre- 
henfions fubfided. I went below, and found the water 
pouring into her very paft forwards; and, upon a nearer 
inveftigation, that we had ftruck the point of a rock 
through the itarboard bow, about two ftreaks below the 
water line: a fragment of the rock was tore away, and 
remained in the timbers; which fortunate circumftance, 
in all probability, faved-us from inftant deftruGtion. 


We immediately hauled in for the land, and in about 
two hours came to an anchor; when all hands fet about 
Tepairing the damage; getting all the weight we could 
over to larboard, we heeled her two ftreaks, which 
brought the leak above the water ; when, to our amaze 
ment, we found a piece of the rock more than four feet 
in length, and three feet fix inches in breadth, fo fat 
jammed in the-fide, that all our {trength could fearce 
heave it out with the fore tackle: it weighed near half a 


ton. 


We fecured the leak for the night, left it fhould come 
to blow, and the next morning completed it. Several of 
the natives came offtous; but, as we meant to get under 
weigh as foon as poffible, it being very foul anchorage, 
and an ugly reef on either fide us, rendered our ftation 
very unfafe, During the night we found the fpare yards, 
&c. which we had lowered out of the chains when we 
heeled fhip, had got adrift, and floated on fhore.. This 
was a great mortification tous, as it coft us the whole day 

in 
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in fearch ef them, and obliged us to pafs another night at 
this place. 


Having recovered the greater part, I got under fail at 
noon, fhaping our courfe for the ifland of Terea, the 
refidence of our new paffengers, We found it in latitude 
24. 32.5. and 196. Eaft longitude. As we coafted down 
the Eaftern fide of the ifland, it exhibited a moft charming 
profpeét. Here nature, unfophifticated by art, parcelled 
her wide domain into magnificent plantations, ftately 
woods, and fpreading lawns of never-fading verdure, 
admirably adapted to the rifing flopes of the mountains, 
produced a moft ftriking effect, After we had failed three 
or four leagues along the coaft, we opened a deep bay, 
agreeable to the information given us by Tzereatti, the 
principal perfon we had taken in the canoe, and nearly 
related to Aratoah, the king of Tereah. About fun-fet 
we came to an anchor in twenty-two fathoms, between 
two and three miles from the fhore. We had handed our 
fails, and hoifted out the boats, ere a fingle native made 
his appearance ; which rather furprifed us, as we had feen 
a great many running along fhore as we failed down the 
ifland: we therefore prepared to pay them a vifit; but, 
as we were hauling the boat along fide, we perceived 
near twenty of their war canoes, full of men, coming from 
a {mall creek at the head of the bay. We afked Tzereatti 
what were their intentions. He fuppofed, that never 


having feen a fhip before, they had taken the alarm, and 


were now coming to reconnoitre; that if they found 
themfelves attacked by fuperior numbers, they would 
make a fignal to the fhore; when they would be rein- 
forced by their whole fleet, to the amount of feven or 
eight hundred; but that, as foon as they fhould come 
near 


Cesryr 
fear enough to fee and {peak with him, they would ims 


mediately become our friends, and that every thing inthe 
ifland fhould be at our command. 


They approached us without any kind of order, till 
within about a quarter of a mile, when the foremoft lay 
too; till thofe aftern came up; they then formed a cref- 
cent, and again advanced till they were within about fifty 
yards: they brought too, and a confultation took place, 
when a fmall canoe came forwards, whilft the ret kept 
their ation. Fhe reconnoitring canoe paddled round the 
Ship, giving it a tolerable wide birth. We made fignals 
to them to come along fide ; but they were extremely 
thy till they perceived Tzereatti, when they imovediately 
came clofe to us, but could not be perfuaded to come on 
board. After a fhort converfation they pulled away for 
the fleet; and in a few minutes they were all in motion. 
I told Tzereatti, that I could not fuffer more than two or 
three canoes to come along fide at once. He hailed them, 
and told them what I faid ; whereupon two of thé canoes 
only came to us. They mounted the fhip fidé without 
the leaft fymptom of fear; and the interview between 
them and Tzereatti was tender and affectionate in the ex 
treme. ‘Fhete people, though they had never feen a fhip’ 
betore, did not betray that wonder and furprife which 
appeared in moft of the natives of the neighbouring 
Hlands ; but their attention was chiefly turned to our 
Otaheitean ladies, as they were equally ftrangers to them, 
except in their language, which has fo much afinity, that 
they cafily underftood each other; by which means we 
prefently became very well acquainted. 


The 
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The deputies, for fol may call them, confifted of four of 
their principal chiefs; one of whom was brother to Tze- 
reatti, who nofooner learnt the fervices I had rendered him, 
than they teftified their gratitude in the moft lively 
terms ; and, taking him with them, went to make their 
king, Aratuah, acquainted with the tranfaction ¢ and, in 
lefs than a quarter of an hour, the whole fleet veered 


about, and rowed to fhore. 


This ftep rather furprifed us ; but our fufpenfe was not 
of long duration ; for, in lefs than two hours, Tzereatti 
came, attended by two other canoes, with four fine hogs, 
two goats, fome fowl refembling a pigeon, and a profufion 
of fruit. He was followed on board by his wife, two 
daughters about fourteen, and a little boy. For regularity 
of features and fymetry of fhape, they furpaffed the Ota- 
heiteans, but their complexions were feveral fhades 
darker. This family fhewed evident tokens of affection 
and gratitude; and invited us on fhore to pay a vifit to the 
king, that he might requite us for faving his kinfman and 
chief. We kept them on board till the morning ; when 
we manned and-armed one of the boats, and proceeded to 
the fhore. A great number of the natives were afiem- 
bled to receive us as we landed, who conducted us about 
three miles up the country, to the refidence of Aratoah, 
whom we found feated upon a kind of throne, elevated 
about a foot and a half from the ground, in a kind of 
eourt-yard before the houfe. His guards, to the number 
ef about one hundred, formed a* half circle round the 
ghrone, and were armed with a fhort fpear. At our en- 
trance he rofe with great ftatelinels ; and, with a firm and 
dignified ftep, advanced to meet us. He prefented me 


ewith his hand, and exprefled his friendfhip for us in the 


warmett 
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-warmeft manner: at the fame time, leading the way 
9 V9 


\took me to his houfe, which confifted of three large 


f 


‘rooms: the outer one is generally the audience chamber, 


the middle one the eating-room, and the inner the bed- 
chamber. A fumptuous repaft had been prepared, of hogs, 


goats, fowl, and fifh, baked and broiled in the Otahei- 


) tean manner; of which, with the bread-fruit, we made a 
b) ? ty 


| very hearty meal : after which, as is the cuftom, we took 
our leave, and left his majefty to enjoy his afternoon’s 


' fiefto. 


When we atrived at the boat, we found her loaded with 
live ftock and vegetables, as full vas fhe could ftow—a 
prefent from Aratoah—and were given to underitand, 
that we fhould be honoured with a royal vifit the next 
morning. Tzereatti went off with us, and flept on board 
in a cot, with which he was highly delighted. I foon 
found, that although this chief was a married man, and 
his wife very handfome, his mouth watered at our Ota- 
heitean lafles. He invited them on fhore to a feaft or 
heiva; which was intended to celebrate his return, and in 
honour of their good friends, as they termed us. ‘The 
diverfions were to commence on the king’s return to 


the fhore. 


A little before noon a long train of canoes appeared 
rowing towards us, and about twenty paffed the fhip, and 
Jay too on our quarter, and others refted on their paddles 
on our bow, when the canoes came along fide; in the firft 
was Aratoah, and his two fons ; the eldeft about twelve, 
the other two years younger: in the fecond were the 
queen Odeanah, and her daughter, a beautiful young 
creature of fixteen, ormamented with wreaths of oderife- 
12 rous 
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rous flowers: the third contained feveral bafkets with 
viands ready cooked. We fpread a cloth on the quarters | 
deck ; and,’ after fhowing our royal guefts round the 
fhip, fat down to dinner on the deck, Odeanah and her 
daughter amufed themfelves with our women 3 alidjwas 
they never eat with the men, had their meal in the cabin. 
Aratoah was highly delighted with every thing he faw ; 
and was particularly inquifitive about the fwivels, and 
felicitous to know their ufe; upon which I ordered one 
of them to be loaded ; and, giving hima match, fhewed him 
how to fire it. The report alarmed all the canoes, which 


, {| immediately were in motion ; mor were our company on 
board lefs aftonithed. Aratoah fell proftrate, as though he 
had received an eleétric fhock ; and it was fome minutes 
ere he could be perfuaded he had received no hurt. By this 
Bd time a confufed murmur, followed by a loud yell, which 
ai we underflood was a fort of war hoop, proceeded from the 
Ht canoes ; and they were preparing to board us, as they fuf- 
pected we had.done fome violence to their king- How- 


ever, upon his going to the gangway, and waving his 

hand, they refumed their ftations. He now was anxious 

that I fhould difcharge another, while he ftood by to fee 

i\| the effe&. He was ‘very curious in examining the pow- 
| der and-ball-; and, when fired a fecond and third time, 
did not flinch the leaft ; though the women were not fo 
ealily reconciled to thefe ftrange weapons of deftruétion, 
After dinner, a fignal from T zereatti brought the royal 
canoes along fide; and J was honoured with a feat in 
that of the king; while Zeniani, and her fifter Etianna, 
followed, with Odeanah and her daughter. As many as 
chofe came in our boats; and, en our arrival on fhore, 
\ we were led to a beautiful grove of orange trees, the area 
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of which was dedicated to their fports. The dancing im- 
mediately took place ; and there was great rivalfhip 
Between our ladies and the Tereans. Every thing was 
conducted in the greateft order by Tzereatti ; who, on this 
occafion, officiated as mafter of the ceremonies. I went 
off early, leaving Zeniani and her fifter, with Odeanah ; 
who was charmed with her new acquaintance ; as indeed 
were moit of our female fhip-mates with them. Wecon- 
tinued here near a month, receiving and paying vifits 
from Aratoah and his family; when I reprefented to my 
companions, that we were as likely to be difcovered here 
as at Otaheite; that I had it in contemplation to fhift 
our quarters; and, as the common fafety and happinefs of 
us all depended upon a perfect unanimity, I fhould take no 
{ftep without a general confultation. I obferved the fickle- 
nefs of our Otaheitean miftrefles, and the reluétance they 
would in all probability have in quitting Terea ; that ] 
had no objection to any one taking his wife with him, 
although they muft all be convinced ofthe inconve- 
niences that would attend the common @aufe, in making a 
vovage of any diftance with fo many women on board ; 
that for my own part, although I had as much affe€tion 
for Zeniani as any of them could have for theirs, I fhould 
make no fcruple to leave her behind, fhould the evince 
the leaft.inclination; and finally recommended them all 
to found their miftreiics forthwith, refpecting their leay- 
ing Terea. 


As there were but few ftrong attachments among 
them, my arguments had their weight; and, upon decla- 
ring our intentions of failing, out of the fourteen we 
brought from Otaheite, only four were inclined to pro- 
ceed with us, I’zereatti, who had ingratiated himfelf into 
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the good graces of my fultana, promifed to pay a vifit to 
Otaheite, and take as many of them home as chofe to gO. 
He told them it would be a long time, if ever, before wall™ 
fhould return. His offer, and the:love of novelty, effected 
what we ardently defired, our emancipation from the 
filken fetters of love, which, from fatiety, had become 
irkfoime and infipid. 


When we made Aratoah acquainted with our intention 
of quitting Terea, he exprefled much regret, hoped we 
fhould foon return, and fent on board abundance of re- 
frefhments, fuch as the country afforded. Accompanied 
by Odeanah and his beautiful daughter Zerifka, he came 
to take his leave. As we hove up the anchor, the tears 
trickled from their eyes ; and, at parting, he prefented 
me with his own fpear, which he ufed in battle. The 
offerings of Odeanah and her fair daughter, were fome 
of their choiceft fruits; and a kind of loaves, highly fea- 
foned with the fineft aromatics, and, I think, greatly 
furpafling what we call diet bread in England, 


The fhip was cafting before our royal vifitors defcended 
the fide; and the adieus were in the fame ftrain with thofe 
we experienced at Otaheite. Indeed the cuftoms of thefe 
iflands are fo very fimilar, that to defcribe more than one 
would be but a tirefome repetition of the fame fubject. 


We now fhaped our courfe to the eaftward witha plea- 
fant breeze ; and the next day, at funefet, faw the land’ 
which I conjectured to be the ifland of Toobooi. We 
fhortened fail during the night; and, at day-break, found 
ourfelves clofe in with the centre of the ifland. As we 
flood on under an eafy fail; we enabled fome of the natives 
to 


ee 
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to come within hail ; but, a fquall coming on, obliged 
them to paddle in fhore ; and, as J had no intention of 
making frefh acquaintances in this part of the world, we 
made the beft of our way to the eaftward. They appeared 
a ftout well-limb’d people, of rather a darker complexion 
than the Otaheiteans. Among the four ladies who con- 
tinued with us, was Etianna, who, during the time her 
fifter was on board, always fhewed me particular atten- 
tion ; nor could fhe be perfuaded to ftay with her fifter, 
who took on terribly at parting with her. She wasa dif- 
ferent kind of beauty to Zeniani, who was rather mafcu- 
line, full of fre and animation. Etianna was of the mid- 
dle ftature ; her featnres perfe€tly regular, and a melting 
foftnefs in her eyes, that fafcinated as you beheld them. 
You may be fure [ was not behindhand in requiting her 
partiality for me ; and the time we pafled together I fhail 
ever remember witha degree of fatisfaction. Two of the 
Tereans alfo took it in their heads to fecrete themfelves 
on board; nor did they make their appearance till the 
next morning ; fo that, with the lad we took up with 
T zereatti, to whom he belonged, and who had transferred 
him to me, our fhip’s company now confifted of fixteen, 
women included. 


The wind frefheniny at W. N. W. we ftood before it, 
fteering E. b. S. and E. S, E. for the ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandez, I confidered we fhould be there perfectly fecure 
from purfuit, and at liberty to concert and arange at let- 
fure our future plans. The wind continued with little 
variation till, by the time- piece, we were in the lonitude 
260 Eaft; and, by our meridian obfervation, 31.12. S. 
latitude. The wind then fhifted fuddenly round to E. 
and E.S.E. which was dire@tly in our teeth, and encreated 
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to a violent gale, which lafted four and twenty hours, 
when it gradually fubfided into a calm. Our iflanders, 
male as well as female, were much terrified, as they had 
never experienced fo rude a tempeft. Indeed the appella~ 
tion of Pacific, which has been given to this fea, is not 
inapplicable, if we confine it to the {pace between the 
tropics ; but cannot with propriety be. applied in its whole 
extent; for even on their verge it is as tempeftuous asthe 
Northern Atlantic, or any other fea: and, in the high 
latitudes, ftorms are more frequent and violent than in 
any other part of the world. It fhould feem that the firft 
navigators made their voyages in the fummer, when it is 
remarkably ferene and finooth ; and from thence con« 
cluded it always prefented the fame unruffled furface - 
the violence of the winter ftorms, and the heavy, moun- 
tainous feas which there prevail, materially change the 
{cene ; and evidently prove, that thofe who chriftened it 
were a little too premature in forming their opinion. 


but 


We were five weeks, baffled by contrary winds and 
calms, ere we made the ifland ; and, it being near fun-fet, 
we ftood off and on till the morning, when we found the 
current had fet fo ftrong to the fouthward, that we were 
clofe in with Maffa Fuero, called by the Spaniards 
Little Juan Fernandes. Perceiving a kind of bay about a 
nile a head of us, we brought too, and hoifted a boat out 
to found, and fee if there was any anchorage: they re- 
turned, having found a tolerable good birth for us in 16 
fathoms ; where we foon brought too, withina quarter of 
amile from the beach. I went on fhore in hopes of find- 
ing a convenient watering place, and of procuring fome 
frefh ftock ; for we had only two dogs left, natives of 
Otaheite; which would have been ferved. up, but for the 
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deference évery one paid to my partiality for them. Theit 
forbearance, however, proved a fortunate circumftance to 
us all, as there were numbers of goats on the ifland, but 


too fhy for us to get within gunfhot of them; fothat, had 


it not been for my Tippoo and Woufki, we thould have 
been little better for them; they generally provided us 


‘ with a brace or more every day. 


This ifland is very mountainous, and its fummit gene- 
rally enveloped in the clouds: the furface is irregu- 
Jar; but a moft beautiful verduré ornaments the vallies,’ 
in which there are great numbers of trees, whofe variegated 
foliage heighten the elegance of the landféape. We dif- 
covered no traces of any inhabitants ; and I believe it is 
very feldom vifited by navigators, as its vicinity to Juan 
Fernandez make them prefer that ifland, on account of 
its harbours, and the fafety with’ which’ fhips ride at 
anchor there. | 


The fhoresof Mafa Fuero are extremely fteep, and from 
forty to fifty fathoms water clofe in; fo that it is very 
difficult to effect a landing, as a héavy furf rolls on the 
fhore on the flighteft agitation of the fea. We met with 
abundance of fifh, as cavalies, bream, ¢ongers, and one 
{pecies very much refembling a carp, but larger, and more 
delicious : numbers of crawftfh were’alfo caught, and wére 
confidered a great dainty. 


Sharks are not unfréquent vifitors here. As one of the 
people was bathing, he-narrowly efcaped being devoured’ 
by one of thofe voracious inhabitants of the deep: he 
was juft got over the boat’s gunnel, when the animal had’ 
turned up its tremendous jaws to {natch his prey. His 
mefImate, 
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meffmate, who had obferved its motions, darted the boat« 
hock into his niouth ; which produced but little vifible 
effect on the fifh, but had nearly proved fatal to the ag= 
greflor ; as the monfter clofed his teeth with fuch vio- 
lence, that he fnapped the ftaff of the boat hook fhort off, 
and with the fhock the man was thrown over board. It 
was with great difficulty he was got into the boat, and 
preferved from the fury of his incenfed adverfary. 


We found the dog-fifh very mifchievous, defiroying the 
fmaller fry, and frequently obftructing our fifhing ; for, 
when they appear, they drive away all others. This fifh 
has not the leafl refemblance of the animal from which it 
derives its name, or any other quadruped ; therefore it is 
not eafy to account how it came to be thus called. The 
body is rather round, and, in lieu of feales, is covered 
with a rough fkin, commonly ufed by cabinet makers, and 

ther mechanics, for {moothing wood. Its back is of @ 
dark afh colour, the belly white and fmooth ; the eyes 
are covered with a double membrane, and the mouth 
armed with two rows of fmall teeth. They have two 
fins on the back, before which fland two fharp- pointed 
prickles: they bring forth their young alive: when full 
grown they frequently exceed twenty pounds weight. 


An immenfe quantity of oil might be made from the 
fea-lions, which are in great numbers on the fhores of 
this ifland. They are termed by the Spaniards oil mon- 
monfters; for, when in motion, they appear ‘like a fkin 
fall of oil, from the great quantity of blubber contained’ 
in their enormous bodies. Though ‘oil is extraéted ‘from 
the whole fpecies of this amphibious ‘animal, ‘nore yield it 
in any thing like the fame proportidn, ~ Adajah, one of 
the 
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the Tereans, wounded a lion with a dart, and it imme- 
diately plunged into the. fea; but fcarce were the fur- 
rounding waters tinged with its blood, when the’wounded 
animal was inftantly attacked by other fpecies, who, in 
avery short time, devoured it: which was not the cafe 
in feveral inflances with the fame fpecies ; though they 
alfo dived to the bottom when wounded, their blood had 
no effect on others, nor did they ever experience an attack 
from any of their own tribe. They continue at feaall the 
fummer; and, at the commencement of winter, make 
for the fhore ; where they engender and bring forth their 
young ; and generally have two at a time, which they 
Juckle with their milk. They feed on the verdure that 
grows near the fhore, and fleep in the moft muddy places 
they can find ; where they roll and flounder about like fo 
many {wine, Being naturally of a very lethargic and 
{leepy habit, the males take it by turns to keep watch ; 
and are actually pofted at convenient diftances from each 
other, at about 100 yards from the herd; fo that it is 
no eafy matter to take them mapping: but, as they are 
very unweildy, we killed feveral of them, and found the 
hearts and tongues tolerable eating ; and their fat, when 
melted down, produces very good oil; of which, were 
there any tolerable fafe harbour, a confiderable traffic 
might be made. 


The uncertainty of the weather, and the very infecure 
road{ted we were in, determined us to proceed to the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez, as the fcurvy had began to 
make its appearance among us. We accordingly got 
under weigh at day-break, with the wind at S.S. W. and 
before fun-fet made that ifland: but, as it was too far 
diftant to reach the harbour that night, we ftood on under 
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an eafy fail till midnight; we then lay too till the 
morning ; when we found ourfelves too far to the eaft- 
ward; afid the current ftill hurrying us farther, we were 
much alarmed, left we fhould mifs the ifland altogether ; 
and my company being fo much reduced, that all hands 
were {carce able to work the fhip: but about noon the 
current fhifted ; and at fix o’clock we were fafe moored in 
Cumberland bay, about a cable’s length from the fhore. 


We were now quite at eafe on the feore of being dif- 
covered, and fet to work with great cheerfulnefs to ere& 
teuts on fhore, for the re-eftablifhment of our healths, 
moft of us having fymptoms of the feurvy, 


We chofe a charming piece of ground for the purpofe, 
fheltered from the fouth wind by a finall ridge of hills, 
lined with a thick wood of myrtle: two cafcades of the 
{weeteft water ran from the hills, which half encircled US, 
and forined a little amphitheatre. Ina few days we had 
erected three tents, and had got all our cooking utenfils 
from the fhip; leaving only two hands on board, who 


were relieved every other day, to keep the fhip from 
fouling: her anchor. 


In lefs than ten days, from the falubrity of the air, and 
the auxiliary of fine-flavoured goat’s flefh, and plenty of 
vegetables, we had not a fick man in our company: but, 
an accident occurred, which had like to have prevented 
our future peregrinations, by detaining us on the ifland, 
till perhaps we might have been made prifoners by fome 
of the Spanith cruizers; or, what would have been worfe, 
Jome frigate of our own country, who probably might 
have looked in here, ere they gave up their fearch of us. 
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| One morning, at day-break, I was alarmed by feeing 
a weft at the enfign-ftaff, and immediately perceived the 
fhip drifting. Several of the people being at hand, four 
of us dire&tly jumped into the boat, and pufhed from the 
beach ; but the furf rolling in very high, and, luckily, 
before we were a hundred yards towards the fhip, ftruck 
the boat with fuch violence, that fhe inftantaneoufly 
upfet, and we were left to the mercy of the waves. How- 
ever, with fome dificulty, as we were moftly very good 
{wimmers, we reached the fhore : but, miffing one of the 
people, we were afraid he was carried out with the re- 
firing furge; but at length perceived him, feemingly 
much exhaufted, aud near as far diftant as where the boat 
was firft upfet: upon which Adajah, with great intrepi- 
dity, replunged into the furf, and reached him, juft as he 
was finking. | 3 


The reft of the people were now aflembled on the 
beach, and had launched a fmali canoe, in which two ef 
and, with great celerity, paddled to the 
affiftance of the Terean, who had much difficulty to keep 


them fprung; 


his charge above water; but, receiving the end of a rope 
from the canoe, he kept faft hold of him with one hand 
till he was towed on fhore; the canoe being fo fmall, 
that, had they endeavoured to take them on board, fhe 
muft inevitably have been overfet. 


Our attention was now returned to the fhip, which we 
found had parted the fmall bower cable, and was now 
riding by the beft bower; but it blowing very ftrong from 
the land, we were apprehenfive of her parting that alfo; 
and, there being only two hands on board, fhe muft cer- 
tainly have been lot: but, they being very fortunately 
good 
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good feamen, had been attentive to their duty, and veered 
away cable the moment fhe fwung off from the fmall 
bower ; confequently relaxed the violence of the jerk the 
beft bower would have fuftained; and,-to our no {mall 
fatisfaction, we perceived her bring up with about two 
cables out. 


The wind going down with the fun, T righted the boat, 
which the furf had thrown on fhore, and went off to the 
veilel with moft of our hands. We hove in the cable; 
and, after {weeping about an hour, recovered our fimall 
bower anchor: about ten fathoms of the cable remaining 
thereto, was much cut and rubbed by the foulnefs of the 
ground. Early next morning, having a pleafant fea- 
breeze, we warped the fhip into her old birth, again let 
go the {mall bower; and, to prevent a like accident, 


buoyed up the cables with empty cafks, to keep them 
from the ground, 


We {pent our time here very pleafantly ; but the wifh 
of returning to fociety, fo prevalent to all! foon palled 
every enjoyment ; and a grand confultation was held, to 
determine on our plan of future operations. My com- 
panions, with only one or two exceptions, feemed to have 
but a general defire ; and not the leaft diffention or ill 
will ever appeared among them; fothat, on all queftions 
which concerned our general welfare, the council con= 
fifted of the whole crew ; and it has happened not un- 
frequently, that fome of our beft planned meafures were — 


founded on the crude luggeftions of the moft inconfiderate 
ox them, 
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) Numberlefs were the projects shite which imme- 
Miately gave place to others more feafible ; and it was near 
i week before we could hit on any thing that appeared 
Nikely to extricate ourfelves from our fecluded and forlorn 
Mituation. Being wearied out with the adoption, and im- 
Imediate annihilation of fo many plans, they unanimoufly 
HMolicited me again to take charge of their future deftiny ; 


and that they, one and all, would chearfully acquieice 1m 
: any plan I méght think proper to adopt. _ 


Accordingly, I obferved to them how near we were to 
‘the continent of South America; and that, if we could 
iftrike out a trade with the Indians on the coaft of Chili, 
Hfach profit might accrue to us from the profufion of gold 
.. were in poffeffion of, and which they could not dif- 

pofe of to the Spaniards, with whom they were at open 
war, that we might promife ourfelves, ina fhort time, a 
! comfortable fettlement once more in Chriftian Society : 
and that Providence feemed particularly to have pointed 
out a merchandize, in the vaft quantity of cod we caught 
here, which equalled in goodnefs thofe from Newfound- 
Jand : and, as we had two people who had been brought 
“up in that fifhery, and underftood the curing and drying 
them, there was no doubt but we fhould find a moft pro- 
'fitable market for them on that coaft. 


F: 
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My ideas were eagerly embraced by all hands, who fet 
about carrying it into immediate execution ; and, while 


one party was employed taking the fifh, another was’ 


preparing ftages whereon to cure and dry them: fuccefs 
attended our labo about a fortnight we had a 
tolerable cargo. | 
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While they were employed in the fifhery, two or three 
ef us over-hauled the rigging; and, where we found 
it chafed or ftranded, fet up new. This bufinefs was alfo 
performed with great alacrity : the gold and filver markets 
of Chili and Peru had taken fuch firm poffeffion of our 
imaginations, that every obftacle which retarded the com- 
pletion of our plaa was, by unremitting diligence and 
exertion, {peedily furmounted. 


dente Pets To Rie ON, 


PA Bert en 0 aoe the alacrity with which my proe 
pofition was entered into, I was far from being quite at 
eafe refpeCting its fuccefs, Upon reflection, perils pre- 
fented themfelves, which, in the firft inftance, had entirely 
efcaped my obfervation. ‘The prevalency of wefterly 
winds rendered the coaft a moft dreadfyl lee fhore; fora 
prodigious fea is the effe& of every inconfiderable gale, 
owing to the immenfe body of water, which, uninterrupted 
by any land for upwards of two hundred degrees of lon- 
gitude, with the exception of that narrow tongue, the 
fouthern extremity of New Holland, and the ifland of 
New Zealand, makes the coaft of Chili extremely dane 
gerous ; efpecially to ftrangers, who, if they efcape the 
fury of the elements, very feldom do the jealoufy of the 
Spaniards, who difpatch all that fall into their hands to 
the gold mines in the neighbourhood of St. Jago. 


Our force was inadequate to encounter the Spanifh 


_ guarda coftas that are ftationed along the coafts to prevent 


imuggling, or carrying on what is called a forced trade, 


which has been practifed to a great extent, and which 
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they are endeavouring to annihilate. If by accident we 
had fallen in with one of thefe veffels, we had no alter- 
native but to take her, or to make up our minds in the 
eventof being taken ourfelves, of being doomed to the mines 
for the re Ais of our days. 


On the other hand, our fituation was defperate: fhut 
out from all parts frequented by the Englifh, Spanifh 
America was the only part of the globe where we had 
any chance of eluding that juttice we had fo flagrantly 
outraged, The dread of punifhment, and the probabi lity 
that we might be admitted to remain in fome of their 
harbours to refit, under the pretence of being driven on 
their coaft by neceflity, | banifhed all alarm from winds 
and guarda coftas, and determined me to follow the plait 
J had propofed. pee peak: See ere 


Having eas: {towed our hold with the cured 
fh, and colleéted as much frefh flock and vegetables ag 
we had convenient room for, we flruck our tents, took 
all our utenfilsof everv kind on board ; and, at day sbreak the 

next morning, weighed and ftood out of the bay, with a 
pleafant breeze from the W. N. W. but, as foon as we 
had got a tolerable Paid the wind headed us, blowing 
firong from B.S. E. fo that we did not lofe fight of the 
ifand till the hid rie ; on the evening of which we had 
the wind all round the compafs, and every indication of 
‘an, approaching tempeft—a black, lowering atmofphere, 
with here and there a craggy chafm, through which we 
could perceive an angry inner fky, and lighter fcudding 
clouds, fwiftly paffing in different directions. We ac- 
cordingly hauled up our courfes, clofe reefed the top- 
fails, and, thus prepared, waited patiently the expected 
vo dle: 


ee 
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pales but, to our grest fatisfa@tion, we were agreeably 
imiflaken. The wind continued variable till the middle 


when it. fixed at W.N. W.. and blew a fettled 


watch, 
the next morning, we made 


moderate breeze; and, 
the high mountains of South America, at the diftance of 
fifteen or fixteen leagues. 


I now called’ all hands, and, pointing to the lane, 
obferved, that, if we continued ftanding in, we fhould, 
in all probability, be defcried from the ifland of Concep- 
tion, by the Spaniards before evening. I fubmitted it to 
them, whether. it would hot be better to cruize along 
fhore, at fuch’a diftancé as not to be difcovered, in hopes 
of meeting fome of the trading veflels to or from Baldi- 
via; from whom we might obtain information of the 
ftation of the guarda coftas, and the difpefition of the 
Spaniards towards firangers ii thofe feas. } 


tea 


A moft cordial acquiefcence to every propofition 1 


made, was evinced by our whole company ; and we 


accordingly kept under an eafy fail during the day, fteering 
S,E. but, towards the evening, finding the currents 
fitting ftrong to the eaftward, and that we neared the 
land confiderably, we wore fhip, and brought too with 
our heads to the N. W. During the night we had fome 
{mart fhowers of rain, with thunder and lightning, which 
paffed off in the dawn of the morning ; when we again 


ftretched in for the land. 


A whole week paffed ere we faw a fail, or experienced 
the leaft turbulent weather ; when our patience began to 
give way; and, it being flightly rumoured, that in atl 
probability, our flation was too far from the land, to fall 
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in with any of the coafting: veffels; that, between Con- 
ception and Baldivia there was no port where the guarda 
coftas frequented ; and very poflibly we fhould find har- 
| bours where we might fhelter ourfelves til] we could pro- 
cure fome intelligence. This opinion becoming pretty ge- 
neral, I immediately determined to comply with it; and 


fet the fiudding fails, in order that we fhould be well in 
‘with the fhore before night. 


Our meridian obfervation being 37. 46. South, we 
judged the land ahead of us to be the fle of Mocha, nearly 
the central point between St. Mark and Baldivia, about 
three leagues from the main, At fun-fet, being clofe in 
with the land, we fhortened fail; and it proving a bold 
fhore, we ftood clofe in, coafting the weftern fide, in 
hopes of finding a harbour, where we fhould not be fo 
liable to a difcovery as on the eaftern coaft. Night com- 


ing on ere we had attained our purpofe, we were again 
obliged to fiand off to fea. 


The elements, which had been fo long friendly to us, 
now affumed an angry afpect. Some vivid flafhes of 
lightning, fucceeded by loud peals of thunder, brought 
all hands on deck ; and, ere we had time to reef our top- 
fails, the gale commenced : the haulyards were let gO ; 
but the fails were inftantly fplit from clue to earing ; and, 
in lefs thanfiive minutes, both the fore and main top-fails 
were entirely blown from the yards; which were followed 
by the main top-maft, which went over the fide foon 


Lory 
ailer. 


Happily for us, the ftorm began with the wind at 
S. E. and, as we put before it, fearing its shifting to the 
weltward, 


Gate a’ 


weitward, we had got an offing of near twenty leagues by 
day-break. During a lull for about an hour, we got in 
part of the wreck we were yet entangled with, ftruck our 
fore top-maft, which appeared to be fprung, and were 
getting the fhipa little to rights, when the wind fud- 
denly flew round to the quarter we fo much dreaded 
with accumulated violence. I immediately lay her too 
under the mainfail; and fhe being an excellent fea boat, 
was tolerably quiet. For two fucceflive days the wind 
abated not the leaft of its fury. On the third the thick haze 
which furrounded us on a fudden clearing away, to ourno 
{mallaftonifhment and difmay,we perceived land right ahead 
of us, not more than two leagues diftant. We foon dif- 
covered that we were in adeep bay, as we could plainly 
diftinguifh the land trending away from S. W. to N. W. 
from both our quarters. 


Our fituation was exceedingly perilous : though the 
wind had moderated, a heavy fea was drifting us ona rocky 
and apparently inhofpitable fhore, which fummoned all 
our exertion. We immediately tacked fhip, got up a 
{pare top-gallant maft fora juty-top- maft; and, fortunately 
finding the fore top-maft found, fwayed it up, and bent 
a new fore-top fail, At noon we got an obfervation, 
and found our latitude 38.45. South ; and, the wind 
fubfiding into a pleafant breeze, and coming round to 
the fouthward, we doubled the northern headland with a 
flowing fheet : we now perceived a ledge of rocks, with 
fome detached ones, about a league and half fremi the 
fhore. We immediately bore up, to give them a wide 
birth, Three leagues to the weftward of thefe, we faw 
a {mall hummock of land. As foon as we had got the 
tocks well aftern of us, we hauled up, to pafs between 
tiem 
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them and the ifland, which appeared about a mile and 2. 
half in length ; when we opened the north end of it, we 
faw the furface of two or three funken rocks; on one of 
which appeared the wreck of a veffel; and, as we were 
debating whether we fhould approach it, we faw the flafh 


of a rece ; but were too far to Windward. to hear the 
report. 


1 immediately determined to afford the unhappy fof- 
ferers all the affiftance in my power, and accordingly 
bore away: having hauled up our courfes, and lowered 
the top—fails on the caps, we kept the lead going, and 
found plenty of water clofe in to the reef: On nearing 
the wreck, we perceived three people clinging toa ragged 
clift of the rock ; and, at a {mall diftance, the mafts of the 
veffel, which had ftruck, and after upfet: the furfran fo 
high, that every moment they expected to be wafhed of. 


I hoifted out the boat, and, with great difficulty, fuc- 
ceeded in faving thefe people from their dreadful fitua- 
tion. When, they came on board, I found that one of 
them was a perfon of diftinétion, who had been from Con- 
ception to the river Imperial, to furvey the fortrestes on 
that river; and was returning, when, in the late gale, 
they had ftruck on the rock ; where fhe continued near 
two days before fhe fwayed off, and upfet. They had 
hoifted out the boats as foon as they ftruck; when fo many 
jumped into them, that two funk along-fide, and the 
other was dafhed to pieces again{t one of the rocksy and 
every foul perifhed. | 


The eminent fervice we were fo fortunate to rendet 


Don Henriques, for fo was this noble Spaniard named, 
was 


t 83.9 
} was attended with the happieft circumftances; it affu- 
: red me a powerful protector and patron in the difaftrougs 
Hfituation in which I was fhortly involved. As foon. 
as we learnt his importance, it was neceffary to frame 
) fome plaufible pretext for being in that neighbourhood. 
T accordingly told him we had been on a voyage of difco- 
| very; that the Captain and part of the crew had been 
A cut off by the favages of one of the iflands we had fallen 
} in with ; and that a feries of bad weather, and from the Bi) 
| finallnefs of our: complement, which was fcarce able to ila 
navigate the fhip, we had been driven as far to the eaft- 
ward as Juan Fernandez; and that we were endeavour- 
ing to proceed homeward by the ftreights of Magellan, 
when the late gale had forced us on their coaft. 


. This Rory gained full credit with Don Henriques, 
who-promifed us ample protection for the fhip, and a libe= 
ral reward for our fervices, if we would land him at Con- i 
ception, which was buta few leagues diftant. This being aa 
an introduction fuitable to our warmeft wifhes, we joy- 
fully acquiefced, and immediately fhaped our courfe thi- 
ther, ficering E.N. E. and the next morning made the 
opening of the bay; but, as ts generally the cafe on that 
coaft, there was fo thick a haze, that, not knowing the 
channel, and there being a dangerous reef of rocks, we 
did not dare to make for the harbour; but ftood off and 
on, expecting it to clear up; when, about noon, the 
wind fhifted fuddenly to the weftward, and blew fo vio- 
lently, that, in {pite of all our efforts, we drifted very 
faftin fhore, and, at four o’clock, ftruck on a reef of 
rocks on.the weftern fide of the bay. The thock was fo 
violent that we could not keep our legs; and the 

water rufhed in with that rapidity, that we had not time 
to 
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to hoift out the boats; and, in lefs than ten ininutes 
after fhe had ftruck, fhe went down. I could {wim 
tolerably well ; and, on retovering myfelf, at a few 
yards diftance, faw a grating of one of the hatchways ; 
to which I immediately fwam, and on which I floated 
towards the harbour, I was the whole night in this 
perilous fituation : at day-break, to my great joy, I dif- 
covered a fimall boat rowing towards me. I was fo ex- 
haufted with cold and fatigue, that I could fcarce hold 
out till they came‘up to me; and, as foon as they had 
got me intothe beat, funk down, in an utter infenfibility 
without life, or motion. 


When I recovered from my fwoon, I found myfelf in 
my: wet clothes, on a forry~pailliafe, in the corner of a 
wretched cabin, with a thick rug or horfe-cloth thrown 
over me. Several voices in an outer apartment, which Ti 
could diftinguifh to be Spanifh, though I was not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted with the tongue to underftand them, 
were in high altercation. Prefently a young mulatto 
girl gently approached the corner where [ lay ; and, when 
fhe perceived me making figns to her, for I was fo ex- 
ceedingly weak, that I could not fpeak to be heard, fhe 
inftantly ran out, and, in a few minutes, returned with 
her mother ; whom I made underftand, that I wifhed to 
have fome dry clothes, and fomething to drink: as the 
quantity of falt water I had fwallowed, had caufed an 
intolerable thirft. She gave me fome paraguay tea; and, 
in about half an hour, her hufband coming home, un- 
dreffed me, and gave me adry fhirt, and {pread a coarfe 
picce of linen on the ftraw for a fheet, 


The 


The fatigue of undreffing, in my weak condition} 
almoft overpowered me. They offered me fomething to 
eat: but I could take nothing: and towards evening J 
was attacked with a fever, which, in a few houts, threw 
me into a violent delitiums For the fpace of three days, 
with fearce any intervals, I continued in this dreadful 
flate ; when the fever fubfided, and left me in a moft 
deplorable condition. The good woman and her daughter 
were humane and attentive: they gave me a kind of fago, 
with a little wine in it; and, as foon'as my ftomach would 
bear it; boiled a fow], the broth of which was exceedingly 
palatable and nourifhing : nor indeed was the flefh un- 
acceptable ; far, as the diforder left me, my appetite 
returned: but they dealt it out very f{paringly, left E 
fhould eat more than I had ftrength to digeft. However, 
in a few days my ftrength was fo fat recruited, that, fup- 
potted by a itick, I cou id walk about the room. 


I found that my providential deliverance was owing to 
the humanity of a mulatto and his fon, who gained theit 
livelihood by fifhing; and that, wheh they perceived my 
fituation, after they had got me into the boat, they at firit 
concluded me dead, and were actually going to throw me 
overboard; but, in lifting me for that putpofe,; I uttered 
a faint groan ; upon which they refolved to take me to 
their hut, whete I was fo hofpitably received and a 
tended to. My recovery was greatly retarded by the un- 
eafy ftate of my mind, in reflecting on the unhappy fate of 
Etianna, whom I tenderly loved, and my companions in 
the Bounty, as well as how I fhonld difpofe of myfelf 
hereafter, there being no ftaying here without fome pow- 
erful protector ; and “the Hie oes PH d entertained during 
my fhort acquaintance with Don Henriques, that he 
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might have proved fuch a one, were now entirely de- 
firoyed. However, my conftitution got the better in the 
conflict, and conquered-both difeafe and melancholy; fo 
that in fix weeks [ had quite recovered ; but did not dare 
venture in the city, left ] fhould be taken fora fpy. In- 
deed, Jeronymo and his family ran fome rifk in conceal- 
ing me, as. the Spaniards are exceflively jealous of 
" dirangers ; and thofe found in the provinces without regu- 
lar paflports from the Viceroy of Peru, or fome of his 
oihcers, are immediately fent to the mines: and, on hear- 
ing the ftory of my fhipwreck, would inftantly conclude 
iny object was a contraband trade; fo that I had little in- 


dulgence to expect. 


[had now got a little fmattering of Spanifh; and was 
continually urging my hoft to make enquiry, if any other 
petfon was faved from the wreck; and told him of our 
taking up Don Henriques, and of his heing on board my 
hip when fhe ran on the rocks. He had heard of this 
nobleman ; that there was a great man in St. Jago of that 
name; but he never had heard of his being at Conception. 
As my poor hoft was not poffeffed of the beft information 
himfelf, I begged him to make enquiry in the town 
re{pecting him. This commiffion he immediately fet 
about with great cheerfulnefs, and his endeavours were 
crowned with fuch fuccefs, that the fame evening he 
brought me news of Don Henriques; the particulars of 
which were, that he had met with a mulateer from St. 
Jago, of his acquaintance, that knew Don Henriques 
perfectly well: he faid he had not been at home for fome 
months, but was expected every day by the Prefident 
and his family, to whom he was nearly related ; and that 
the 
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the marriage of his eldeft daughter, who was contracted 
‘to a Spanifh grandee, was poftponed till his arrival. 


In the courfe of Jeronymo’s enquiries, he had unwit- 
tingly told the whole ftory of my fhipwreck to an algua- 
zil, who, in his report to the Alcayde or KRegidore, made 
good the old adage, ‘that a ftory never lofes in the tell- 
ing,” raifed the curiofity of the magiftrate to fuch a 
pitch, that he immediately ordered me and the family of 
jJeronymo to be taken into cuftody, and lodged in the 
town prifon till morning, and then brought before him. 
Accordingly, almoit as foon as the honeft fifherman had 
related his tale, the retainers of the law furrounded the 
‘hut, and took all that were in it to the common jail. 


I was fhut up ina gloomy cell, apart from my fellow 
-prifoners, nor did my grim Cerberus deign to beftow on 
mea fingle word; but, faftening the door with a maily 
bar of iron, whofe clanging found, and the grating of the 
rufty bolts, harrowed up my foul, left me in a ftate of 
mind, more eafy to be imagined than deferibed. I tra- 
-verfed the cell to and fro great part of the night; till at 
lait, worn out with a thoufand difagreeable ideas which 
forced themfelves upon my reflection, I funk down ona 
heap of ftraw, that had been the bed of fome unfortunate 


in {pite of the horrors that had poffeffed my mind, I retted 
tranquilly, till roufed by the jailer, who furlily told me I 
muft go with him, for that the officers of the Corrigidore 
| Were waiting to conduct me before his greatnefs, I was 
accordingly delivered to thefe minions of juflice, attended 
by a file of mufqueteers, who brought me to their prin- 


cipal, This magiftrate began my examination in a lofty 
tones 


predeceffor in mifery. My flumber was unbroken, and, | 
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tone, firft demanding my pafsport ; and, when he found [ 
had none, commanded me to give a faithful account of 
myfelf, and what bufinefs [ had in the dominions of his 
Moft Catholic Majefty ; exhorting me, at the fame time, 


to beware of prevarication, as more than my life (the tore 
tures of the rack) depended on my veracity. 


My ftory was nearly the fame as I had related to Don 
Henriques ; but, when I got to the part which related to 
that géntleman, whom I had no fooner named than he 
interrupted me; he ordered every perfon to depart the 
room, faying, important reafons of {tate rendered it impro- 
per the interrogatories he had to put to me fhould be 
made public. An alteration in the tone and features of the. 
Corregidore inftantly took place; and, lowering his tone, 
he defired me to detcribe the perfon I had taken up at fea. 
My defcription left not a doubt on his mind, as to the 
identity of Don Henriques; and, when | came to where 
the Bounty firuck, and her fubfequent going down, a 
fecret fatisfaction evidently betrayed itfelf, in f{pite of his 
outward deportment, which was grave and thoughtful. 
He repeatedly queftioned me, whether any other perfon 
was faved: my an{wers confirmed him in the negative. 
He rung the bell, and ordered an officer to take me under 
his charge, to treat me with all poffible indulgence, ex- 
cepting that of abridging me of my liberty, which he left 
at his difcretion, as he expeCted him to be anfwerable for 
mny forthcoming. / | 

This unexpected turn in my favor greatly furprifed 
Signor Gafpard, to whofe care I was committed : nor was 
my aitonifhment a whit the lefs, as I could not difcover 
any clue in what paffed on my examination, that could tend 

to 
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) to develope the fudden change in the difpofition of the 
) Corrigidore towards me: however, my guard was a man 
) whofe difpofition was naturally compaffonate and gene- 
) rous, and whofe hofpitality fcarce needed the exhortation 
) of the Corrigidore to treat me kindly; for, it was not in 
| his nature to have done otherwifee—He took me to his 
) houfe, and fhowing me a chamber, told me that was the 
| prifon he fhould confign me to; for he hada prefentiment, 
| I poffeffled too much honor to fuffer him to incur the re- 
) fentment of Don Perez, his mafter and begged me to con- 
| fider myfelf under no reftraint, but to make my{elfas happy 
| and comfortab'e in. his houfe as though it were my own 
| home. He would icarce permit me to thank him, faying 
| it was a duty, not only enjoined him by his matter, but 
| his Maker; who never failed to reward a good action, 
| by infufing a glow of fatisfaction in the breast of thofe 
| who performed them, far fuperiorto any earthly gratifica~ 
} tion. 
| 

After my difmiffal my mulatto hoft, Jeromymo, was alfo 
examined, refpeCting the picking me up, and other cir- 
cumftances concerning the wreck; and no veltiges of the 
{hip or crew being found, it was concluded 1 was the 
only perfon that was faved from her, and his teflimony 
corroborating mine, he and his fanily were inflantly dif- 


charged. 


The next morning I learnt from Gafpard that the Cor- 
| rigidore foon after I had left him had defired his travelling 
qiotg eto be immediately got ready, and had fet off at 

day break for St. Jago. The caufe of his journey was 
a profound fecret. Before he fetoff he had fent for 
him, repeating his charge to take care of me till his 


t 


: 
: 
: 


{ go) 


return; but my new friend, when I told him the pare” 


_ticularsof my ftory, immediately fuggefted the caufe, 


He faid that Don Henriques was major general of the 
kingdom of Chili, the difpofal of which poft was con- 
fidered as the right of the Corrigidore of Conception, and 
in the royal patent that magiftrate is exprefsly nomi- 
nated the military commander in chief; and confequently 
all military vacancies were in his difpofal; that he was 
gone to confer with the prefident in order to fill ap the 
vacancy occafioned by the death of Don Henriques. 


The few days I ftaid at Conception with this honeft 
Spaniard were pafied very agreeably in feeing every thing 
worthy obfervation in the city and its environs, In my 
walks I was conftantly attended by Gafpard or my old 
hoft, who ufed to call on me every morning to fee if 
he could render me any fervice. | 


This town was formerly called Penco, and founded by 
one’ Pedro de Valdivia; its inhabitants have experienced 
iwany reverfes from the incurfions of the neighbouring’ 
Indians, living on the banks of the River Bibiobi, and’ 
have been feveral times driven from it and obliged to 
retire to St. Jago; but receiving powerfull fuccours’ 
from the governor of Chili, drove the Indians back and 
again refumed their poffeffions. 


The city is fituated on the §. W. fide of a fpacious 
bay, with a pleafant ftream runing through it: the houfes: 
are but of one ftory, owing to the dreadful earthquakes 
to which it is fubject, and are built of unburnt bricks ; 
the churches, and public buildings are fmall and infig-" 
nificant. The College of the Jefuits claims the pre- 
eminence 
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eminence, being well built, and the architeéture not 
deltitute of tafte, 


The inhabitants are chiefly Spaniards, and Meftees: 
with regard to complexion they are hardly diftinguifhable, 
being equally fair; fome of them even with fine florid 
countenances. ‘he excellence of the climate, together 
with the fertility of the foil, hath attraéted many families 
from the lefs favored parts of this vaft continent—The 
men in general are handfome and well-limb’d, they wear 
a kind of cloak, fomething refembling the drefs of the 
Otaheitans, which they call a Poncho; this habit though 
apparently fimple and plain, ferves to denote the condition 
of the wearer: its value is from five dollars totwo hun- 
dred and fifty , the great difparity in the price is owing 
to the laces and embroidery with which jit is adorned; they 
are generally manufactured by the Indians, and very fan- 
cifully emblazoned in various colours. 


The government of Conception, is committed to a 
Corrigidore, whofe patent poflefles the royal fignature ; 
under whoin are Alcades and Regidores, a kind of infe- 
rior magiftrate—In the event of the demife of the Cor- 
rigidore, the prefident of St. Jago, who is fupreme gover 
nor of the whole kingdom of Chili, ‘appoints a Deputy, 
who performs the duty of that office till the royal plea- 
fure is fignified in the appointment of the fucceflor.— 
The prefident makes frequent vifits here, in order that 
that he may the more readily inform himfelf of the 
military concerns of the frontiers; keep the neigh- 
bouring Indians in awe, and that.a proper difcipline is 
kept up in the regiments employed on‘that fervice. 


The 
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The climate is fimilar to that of the South of Franté, 
but the winters rather colder; they begin in the month of 
June, and continue till November; but the moft fevere 
months are Auguft and September, when ftorms and hur- 
ricanes rife with fuch fudden rapidity that there is no 
dependance on an apparent fine day; which renders the 
coaft extremely dangerous. ‘The Northerly winds begin 
the winter; they come in gradually, and gather flrength 
with the feafon; till they rage with herrible violence, 
and raife fuch tremendous waves, that appal the moft 
hardy and intrepid feaman; and, frequently, without the 
f{malleft indication of a change, fly from North to Weft, 
and continue with the fame force: So that when a fhip is 
combatting the fury of the gale at N. great attention muft 
be paid to her, left the above change fhould take place ; 
when, from the fudden and violent refiftance the waves 
meet from the wind, it caufes fuch a dreadful concuffion, 
as frequently to endanger the foundering of the fhip. 


The productions of this country alfo have great afi- 
nity to the middle parts of Europe, excepting that, of 
courfe, the feafons are oppofite; corn thrives in an afto- 
nifhing degree, efpecially wheat, commonly producing an 
hundredfold. I fawin a fimall piece of ground near the 
fea-fide, feveral flalks of wheat that had fpontaneoufly 
fprung up, among which where fome ftems not above 
fourteen inches high, bearing as many buds or fmall ra- 
mifications as produced near forty ears of corn, fome of 
which meafured four inches in length. 


Gafpard, who always accompanied me in my walks, 
feeing me view thefe productions of nature with attention, 


and apparent wonder; obferved, that there was nothing 
extraordinary 5 
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extraordinary ; for though indeed the ground in cultivae 
tion did not yield fo abundantly, it was common to have 
half a dozen ears on the fame flalk: but that the advan- 
tages of the {pot I had juft obferved, were produced by the 
extreme richnefs of the foil and the moifture of its 
fituations 


From this amazing fecundity of nature, the inhabi- 
tants derive but little profit; having no market for it; 
they fow no more than is fufficient for their own con- 
fumption, confequently great pattof the country re- 
Grazing of cattle is their principal 
employment and from the luxuriency of the pafture the 
animals, though not fo large as ours in England, pro- 


mains uncultivated. 


duce a greater proportion of fat; which with the hide is 
what turns to the beft account. When the feafor 
arrives that they are in the beft cafe, the general flaugh- 
ter com en perhaps a fingle proprietor of a 
middling farm will kill more than 500 at a time; 
melt down the fat, and dry the flefhin fmoke, which is 
Asa proof of the fertility of this 
country, a handfome beaft, fit for the flanghter-houfe, may 


be bought for four dollars |! 


mences, wh 


called Jerked beef. 


Lae ii 


Phe method of killing their cattle is rather confidered 
as a diverfion than labour, andin the e 
A horfeman is furnifhed 
with a fpear ten or twelve feet long, armed with a piece 
of fharp fleel in form of a half moon: the beaft turned 
it of the inclofure from the reft, immediately fets off at 
fall fpeed, and is purfued by the peafant who without 
checking his horfe, cuts the hamftrings of the animal 
with his halberd, then alights, a difpatched his 
victim 


N 


execution of which 


they are furprifingly dexterous. 


nd haying 


& 


they 


ww 
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victim, flays and difburthens it of the fat, cuts up the 
fiefh in pieces for drying, and wrapping up the tallow in 
the hide, places it on his horfe and carries it home; then 
returns for the flefh, which when houfed he is ready for 
another combat. Sometimes as many beafts are turned 
Joofe together as there are horfemen, and this fport is con- 
tinued daily till the whole number to be flaughtercd are 
compleat—I was furprifed not only at the dexterity with 
which they hamftrung the animal, but to fee the whole 
Operation performed by a fingle man, and in fo very flort 
atime. Ifthe animal be too fleet for the horfe, they have 
recourfe to acoil of fmall cord, made of thongs of cow- 
hide, which they carry in their left hand, and ina moft 
furprifing manner throw it over his head, and fecure 
bim by taking twoor three turns round the firft tree pro- 
per ferthat purpofe, plenty of which are always at hand, 
and then kills it at leifure. This noofe is alfo a very 
favourite weapon of theirs in private quarrels, and their 
addrefs in uling it, is really aftonifhing and renders it very 
dangerous, as they frequently ftrangle each other in thei¥ 
encounters. The only method of avoiding being haltered, 
when you meet your adyerfary with the noofe, is to take 
fhelter againft a tree, ov, if in the open country, to throw 
yourfelf on the ground keeping your legs and arms as 
clofe as poffible to the furface, fo that there de no poffibility 

f paffing the cord between you and the ground; if in a 
a the wall is your only refuge, which renders all their 
dexterity ineffectual, * 


The 


— 
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a 


An anecdote is mentioned, as an inftance of their addrefs, 
the long boat of an Englifh Privateer, lying in Conception 
Bay, attempting to land, with a | view of plundering the neigh- 
bouring 
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The country in this neighbourhood is interfefted by 
various rivers, fome of which are very confiderable, as 
the Arauca, andthe Biobio; the latter of which, 
leagues above the mouth, is near twelve miles in breadth; 


feveral 


fometimes in dry fummers it may be forded, but is gene- 
rally pafied 
this Continent. 


Balzas, a vehicle much ufed throughout 


Thefe Balzas, or Rafts, are compofed of feveral fpars 
ofa foft wood, and fo light that a boy can eafily manage 
a very large log—a ftrong covering of reeds forms an 


arch over it, and protects the merchandize from the wea- 


ther; their fails are hoifted on a pair of {hears inftead of 
amaft. The fpars are lafhed together with crofs pieces 
at each end, and fo fecurely that they refift the rapidity 
of the currents and the violence of the farfs in their voy- 
ages along the coalt; for they not only ufe thefe vehicles 
on the rivers, but frequently perform confiderable voyages 
onthe fea in them. 


The Indians are fo very fkilful in fecuring them, that 
they feldom or never looien, notwithftanding their con- 
tinual agitation; tho’ fometimes their over fecuriiy caufes 


N 2 them 


bouring villages ; was oppofed by a body of the country militia, 
upon whom the Englifh fired a volley of mufquet fhot, think; 
ing that would be fufficient. to difperfe them. 
than one of the peafants fingling 


They had no 
fooner difcharged their pieces, 
out his man, threw his noofe, and although the boat was ata 
confiderable diftance, fnatched him out of the boat with incon- 
ceivable rapidity, and in {pite of all the efforts of his comrades, 
made bim their prifonet 


they are decaying, {o 
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them to negle& the infpection of their lafhings, whether 
as to require others, which hag 


been the caufe of many accidents, by the parting or fepa- 
ration of Balzas ; from the cordage, having rotted by the 
Jength of timqit had been in ufe, which occafions the 
lofs of the cargo and the lives of many of the paffengers, 
The Indians are very little difcompofed at thete flhip- 
wrecks, as they never fail to get hold of fome of the 
beams, which is fufficient for them to make the fhore. 


The principal beam projects farther aft than any other, 
and to this arelafhed the firft beams on each fide; and 
thus fucceffively till the whole are fecured.—-The larger 
Baizas carry five or fix hundred quintals, 

Thefe floating machines make very little lee-way, and 
work to windward as well, or better than the generality 
of veflels; they derive this advantage by means of fliding 
keels,* which ed call Guaras; they are formed of fome 
ftout planks, ftrongly bolted together, about ten feet in 
length, and two and a half in breadth ; thefe are let down 
vertically in the fore and after part of the veflel, between 
by the immerfion of them, more or 
lay. too, bear away, and perform all 
thus, when the Guara, 


the main beams; 
Jefs, they luff, tack, 
the evolutions of a regular fhip 
or keel is fhoved down, ie ao it occafrons the veile} 
luff up; on raifing it, fhe will inflantly fall off; likes 
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* His Majefty’s Cutter, the Tryal, is furnithed with fi rilar 
keels; the invention of the worthy and ingenious Captain 
John Schank, of the Royal Navy, which has anfwered to admis 


ration. 


Com”) 


wife, when it is let down abaft, fhe will bear up, but 


when raifed, again comes to the wind.. This is the me- 
thod by which the Indians fteer the Balzas, and fome- 
times they make ufe of five or fix of the keels to prevent 
making lee-way.—This method of fteering is fo ealy 
and fimple that when once the Balza is under way, one 
only is made ufe of, raifing or lowering it as circumftances 
require.—The rivers abound in fifh, which for great 
part of the year afford employment for the Indians and 
Mulatoes on the decline of 


fummer, having reaped the produce of their little farms, 


who refide on their banks ; 


they prepare for their fifhing excurfions, after giving 
the neceflary repairs, and erecting a tilt on their Balzas, 
they take on board a quantity of falt, harpoons and darts; 
as to their provifion it confifts chiefly of maize, plantains 
hung beef, &c. Every thing being ready for their depar- 
{hip their canoes, their families and the little 


furniture they are mafters of con board their Balzas, 


ture, they {1 


‘They now fteer to the mouth of fome large creek, where 
they know there are great quantities of the finny tribe: 
here they ftay during the whole time of the fifhery; un- 
lefs they are difappointed, when they change their ftation 
till they complete their cargo; they then return, take 
their fifth to different markets, and with their produce 
purchafe cloathing and’ neceffaries for themfelves and 
families. 


Their method of fifhing is thus; having moored their 


w 


Balza near the mouth of a creek, they take to their 


canoes, and on fight of a fifh, paddle towards it, and 
qwhen within their difiance, dart at it yy {uch dexterity, 
that they feldom mifs; if there be plenty of fifth, they 
hours ; when they re- 


turn 


will load a canoe in three or four 
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tutn to their Balzas to dry and cure’ them. Where the 


_ereeks form a kind of lake, and the water is undifturbed, 


they make ufe of a herb, which they chew, mix with the 
bait; and fcatter it on the water. The juice of this herb, 
of which they are ravenoufly fond, is fo ftrong,’ that 
the fifh on eating very little of it, becomes fo intoxicated 
as to float on the furface, and the fthers have no trouble 
whatever intaking them. ‘The juice is fatal to the fmaller 
fry, and even tothe large fifh if they have eaten a great 
quantity: one would be apt. to fuppofe any thing that had 
imbibed fo deleterious a drug would be unwholefome ; 
but-experience has proved to the contrary, as not a fin- 
gle bad effet has ever been known to arife from eating 
them. 


On the Southern. banks of the Biobio, about five 
leagues South of Conception bay, the territories of the 
unfubjugated Indians begin; to prevent incurfions from 
whom, ftrong forts are erected along the banks, well 
garifoned, and furnifhed with all kinds of military ftores, 
which keep thefe gentry in check, and protectthe Spanifh 
fettlements from their depredations. 


Thefe Indians are not governed, like thofe to the 
Northward, by Caciques, or any nominal magiftrate, the 
only fubordination known among them, 1s with regard 
toage; fo that the moft aged of the family is refpeCted 
as its governer. When the Spaniards go among them to 
barter, the negociation commences by the Spaniard ofer- 
ing a goblet of wine to the chief of the family, upon 
which, if accepted, he begins to difplay his goods, fuch 
as hard-ware, bits, {purs, edge tools, toys and wine; and 
though the Indians have plenty of gold in their territo- 
ries, 
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ries, they cannot be induced to open their mines; there+ 
fore the Spaniards get very little of that commodity, and 
their returns chiefly confift in horned cattle, horfes, and 
Indian children of both fexes. But for the honour of 
the Spanifh nation, I muft do it the juftice to fay, that 
no Spaniard of any charatter, will be concerned in fuch 
a barbarous trafick, which is chiefly carried on by the 
meaneft claffes fettled in Chiln—If the bargain is agreed 
to, the chief of the family, receives a fmall prefent of 
wine, and he fignifies to the reftof the tribe, that the 
firanger has his permiffion to trade with them.—Having 
obtained this protection, he proceeds, from hut to hut, 
and leaves whatever the Indians have a mind to, without, 
at that time, taking any equivalent for his goods, thus he 
proceeds thro the different diftricts, till he has difpofed 
of his whole ftock. 


He then returns to the cottage of the chief, calling on 
his cufomers in his way, and acquaints them that he is on 
his return home: upon this fummons, every one accord- 
ing to the bargains made, punctually brings the arti- 
cles agreed on. When he departs, they take leave of 
him with all the appearance of real friendfhip, and fre- 
quently efcort him to the frontiers; afifting in driving 
and taking care of the cattle he has received in exchange 


Pat Aap = } 
for his gcods. 


Fosmerly thefe traders dealt largely in wine, of which 
as well as of all other intoxicating liquors, the Indians were 
jmmoderately fond; but on accountof the tumults and 
wars that arofe from the intemperate ufe of {pirituous 
liquors; this branch of commerce has been fupprefled, 
and no more wine fuffered to pafs the frontiers than what 

is 
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to fmuggle a fmall quantity. 
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is judged neceffary to compliment the chiefs with as pres 
fents; notwithftanding the prohibition they find means 
The happy effects of this 
regulation ate reciprocally felt by both parties; the 
Spaniards dwell in fafety, and the Indians in peace and 
tranquility, ‘They are exemplaty in their dealings, and 
punctual in.their payments; it is rather remarkable that 
a people, unreftrained, alimoft ftrangers to government, 
ferocious and favage in their manners, fhould, amidft the 
gratification of the. moft heinous vices, have fo deli- 
cate afenfe of honour and jultice, as to obferve their dic- 
tates in the moft irreproachable manner. 


All attempts of the Spaniards to fubjugate thefe tribes 
have hitherto been ftuftrated, When hard preffed they 
quit their huts, and retire to the interior of the country, 
where they are joined by other nations; and when col- 
leCted, they return in fuch force, that refiftance wouN 
be rath and vain, and again take pofleffion of their ha- 
bitations, which are quitted on the firft figns of their ap- 
A quarrel.with an individual tribe foon kindles 
into a general and wide-fpreading flame, and their mea- 


proach. 


fures are taken with fuch fecrecy, that the firft declaration 
of hoftilities is the maflacring all thofe in their power, 
and ravaging the villages in their neighbourhood. 
The firft {flep they take after being refolved on commence- 
ing a war, is to give notice to the nations for affembling; 
this they call Correa la Fletcha, to fheet the dart; this 
fummons is fent from village to viNage, with the utmoft 
fecrecy. In thefé notices they fpecify the night when 
the irruption is to be made, and though the Indians 
who refide among the Spaniards have intelligence of it, 
not a fyllable tranfpires; nor is there a fingle inftance 
of 
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} upon record among all the Indians that have been taken 
) upon fufpicion, that one ever made any difcovery: and 
) as no great preparations are neceffary in this kind of war, 
their intentions are impenetrable till the terrible moment 
) of blood and havock. The Indians of the different tribes 
j being affembled, they choofe a general, whom they call 
) Toqui: and when the night fixed for executing their 
q defign arrives, thofe who dwell in the Spanith fettle- 
) ments, rife and maffacre them?! after which they feparate 
into fmall parties, and deftroy the feats, farm houfes and 
de even whole villages; murdering all ‘without diftinction; 
i equally regardlels of fex, youth, or age. ‘They after- 
wards unite, and in a_ body attack the more confiderable 
fettlements; befiege the forts, and commit every kind of 
hoftility and depredation, 
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Their vaft numbers, rather than any kind of order or 
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any inroads upon their territories with fuccefs, and even 
to become aggreffors in their turn, notwithftanding all 
the meafures taken to prevent them; for though multi- 


| tudes of them fall on thefe occafions, their army conti- 
nually receives larger reinforcements. When it happens 
‘that the Spaniards gain the fuperiority, the enemy retire 
feveral leagues into the country, and conceal themfelves 
i for fome time, and, when leaft expected, they fall ona 
different quarter from where they were encamped ;° and 
frequently carry the place by ftorm; unlefs the comman- 
'dant is extremely vigilant to guard againft thefe furprifes, 
when, by the fuperior difcipline of the Spaniards, they are 
generally repulfed with great flaughter. 


O 


difcipline, have enabled them, on many occafions, to repel _ 
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Thefe wars have been continued with great obfiinacy, 
fince the firft at- 
tempts of the Spaniards to fubjugate this country*. 


Thefe 


with but fhort intervals of peace, ever 


dee eer ee 


* Tn the year 1535 when Almagro and Pizarro had complet- 
ly fubdued the Peruvians, the former commenced his expedition 
again{t Chili, with a confiderable body of forces, confifting of 
Spaniards, and Indians. He marched from Cufco, and was af- 
fifted with provifions and who had 
ects to the Incas 9 Peru, near two hundred leagues 
but arriving atthe inhofpitable country of Charco 


his troops manifefted evident marks of difcontent, from the 


guides by the Indians, 
been fub} 


on his way; 


creat hardfhips, they underwent ; which determined the chief 

to pafs the Cordilleras, being the fhorteit, though moft difficult, 
way to Chill.—The monntains were then covered with fnow, 
and the cold fo intenfe that he lof fome thoutands of his In- 


who perifhed by the cold, in pafling thefe dreadful 


and near two hundred of the Spaniards fhared the 


cians, 1 
mountains, 
jame fate; while many of the furvivors loft their toes, fingers, 
and even whole limbs which, from being frofi-bit, rotted off, 


After encountering incredible difficulties they effeCed their 
pafiage, and arrived in the fine temperate country of Cupiapa, 
where the Indians without rifking the chance of war, tamely 
fubmitted, and prefented the invaders with great quantities of 

oid. —This pufilanimity, and the hope of immenfe treafures, 
animated Almagro to attempt the fubjugation of the whole 
bei which he faid his account of accomplithing with 
| but he was foon convineed of his miflake 5 


‘eo trouble ; 
for as he advanced to the fon hward every inch of ground was 
bipired with the greatett refolution and bravery : 
snonths, from she perfeverance and fuperior difcipline of the 


a ald 
* Sp.niards 


but in a few 
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Thefe Indians are almoft in continual warfare with the 
Spaniards, who are much annoyed by them; on the.con- 
trary their adverfaries fuffer bur little inconvenience in war; 
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Spaniards, the whole province muft have been fubdued, had not 
Almagro been recalled to Peru, in confequience of a government 
heing conferred on him by his Catholic Majefty. 


A difpute now arofe between Pizarro and the new governor, 
with regard to the boundaries of their refpective governments, 
Almagro, impatient to take poffeflion, and pretending that the 
city of Cuico ought to be included in his government, the con- 
gueft was fufpendec Hf nd he haftened to that city, where inftead 
of being invetted wi the chief command, he fell a facrifice to 
the intrigues and jealoufy of Pizarro, who endeavoured ta con- 
ceal his iniquitous proceedings under the veil of Juttice. 


Pizarro now having the fupreme command, fent Pedro de 
Valdivia into Chili, on whom he conferred the title of general : 
he was reckoned one of the bett officers in the Spanifh fervice, 
As he penetrated to the Southward he experienced great oppo- 
fition from the confederated tribes, who frequently gave him 
battle, and difplayed great courage and refolution, but their 
efforts were in vain; and he penetrated to the ferrite and 
populous valley of Mapocha, where he founded the celebrated 
town of St. Jago, which has become the capitol of Chili; learns 


ing from the Indians that there were gold mines in the vicinity, 


fh 


he recompenfed them for their intelligence by forc cing them ta 


extract the precious metal from its aula aneous re pofitory. 


aw 


To preferve his new acquifition he erected a frong eafile, 
which was very foon afterwards demolifhed by the Indians; who 
exalperated at being enflaved by thefe new camers, took up 
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for mof of their occupations are performed by the wo- 
men. Their huts are run up ina day or two, and their 
food confifis of roots, maize, and other grain. War 

therefore 


arms, and attacked the fortrefs $ though feveral times Aion: 
and defeated with great flaughter, they at laft fucceeded i 
firing the outworks which contained all the provilions of He 
Spaniards ; andcarried on the war with great v gour; which 
youfed Valdivia to exért his utmoft efforts to check them; and 
having overcome them in many battles, difputed with the 
greateft obftinancy, forced the whole valley to fubmit, and im- 
mnediately fentenced the vanquifhed to work in the mines of 


Quilotta. 


This indignity roufed the refentment of thofe yet uncon- 
quered, , but they were unable to check the courfe of the victori- 
ous Spaniard, who after croffing the large rivers Maule, and 
Hata, and traverfing a large tract of country, founded the 
the cities of Conception, and Imperia!. According to the Spanifh 
writers, the neighbouring valley contained eighty thoufand 
peaceable inhabitants, who fuffered the Spanih general to 
parcel out their lands among his followers without the leaft 
nurmur of difatisfa@tion. Sixteen leagues to the eafiward of 
[mperial, Valdivia founded the city of Villa Rica, fo called on 
account of the gold mines found there: this was the laft conqueft 
of that greatman., His ambition and avarice had precipitated 
him into difficulties infurmountable ; for he had pufhed his con- 

guelis beyond what his ftrength was capable of maintaining, 


The Chilifians were ftill refolved on recovering their liberties. 
In the courfe of the war, their firft ideas, that the Spaniards 
were fupernatural | beings, weré done away 5 they had difcover- 


ed 
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therefore is no impediment or lo’s tothem; indeed, they 
rather confider it as defirable, their hours in time of peace 


being {pent in idlenefs, and feafiing, in which they intoxi- 


ed that they were mortal men, like themfelves ; and that their 
victories had only been obtained by fuperior arms, and difcip)ine 

they therefore hoped their numbers and unanimity would en- 
able them toexpel the tyrannical ufurpers. The chiefs of the con- 
federation were the Aracau Indians ; they chofe a chief called 
Capaulican, who aflembled near twenty thoufand of them unde 
his banner. Valdivia attacked the infurgents with his cavalryand 
drove ea , into the woods, frdm whence they made continual 
forties, Pore the Spaniards ae Capauli 
that the nunibers who had joined him ferved but to encreafe the 
divided lis 


can obferving 
diforder and contribute to the defeat of the whole 
force into bodies of one thoufand men each; 
the enemy in turns, aad when unable to, make any longer fland, 
reinforced by another body of ‘frefh troops, 

laft infallibly weary out and overcome their 


thefe were to attack 


were to be 
which would at 

i Theey ant Thi t the Indians fup 
enemies. 1e event anfwered his expectation, the Indians fups 
ported an action for feven or eight hours, when the Spaniards, 
¢ 


ately 3 
d 


growing faint for want of refrefhment, retired precipita 


from 


their general ordered them,.to gain a pafs at fome jiflance 
the field of battle, to ftop the purfuit, but the Indians pene- 
trating his defign furrounded them on all fides; and they were 


literally cut in pieces by their favage conquerors 


The general was taken prifoner, and put to dea th with the 


| ee 


tortures ufually inflicted by the Indians; and it is added that 


they even poured gold down his throat as a reward for his 
avarice. —Of his bones they made flutes and other inftruments, 


} 


md his fkull is preferved as a monument of the! r victory, which 
feftival. 
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cate themfelves with a liquor called Chica, made from 
apples, ) 


The firft overtures towards a treaty of peace with the 
Indians are generally made by the Spaniards; and as foon 
as the preliminaries are, agreed to, a congrefs is held, at 
which the governor, his principal officers, the bifhop of 
Conception, and other perfons of eminence affift. On 
the part of the Indians, the Togui, or grand chief, with the 
chiefs of the different tribes, as reprefentatives of the 
Indian nation repair to the congrefs. 


On holding a congrefs, the prefident fends notice to 
the frontier Indians of the day and place, whither he re- 
pairs with his affiftants, and the Indians meet him. with 
the chiefs of their feveral communities; both parties are 
e{corted by a number previoufly agreed on. The Spaniards 
Jodge in tents, and the Indians encamp at a fmall diftance. 
The elders of the neighbouring nations pay the firft vifit 
to the prefident, who receives them very courteoufly, 
drinks their healths in wine, and gives them the glafs 

himlelf 


After this the Chilifians had another engagement in which 
they alfo proved victorious, defeating the Spaniards with the 
lofs of near three aera: men: with this fuccefs they em- 
ployed their whole force to extirpate their enemies, Conception 
was taken and deflroyed, but their progrefs was ftopped at the 
fiege of Imperial, by Don.Garcia de Mendoza, who defeated 
the braveCapaulican, took him prifoner, and put him to death. 
The Indians, however, were not to be difpirited by defeat, 
they continued the war os UP eas of fifty years, and to this 


eay remain UNCcCONG uered, 
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himfelf, to do the like. This politenefs, with which 


they are highly pleafed, is fucceeded by a prefent of knives, 


Sciffors and different forts of toys on which they place 
the greateft value. The treaty is then brought on the 
carpet, and the refpective articles fettled; after which they 
return to their. camp, and the prefident returns the vifir, 
carrying with him wine fufacient for a handfome regale. 


The chiefs of the other communities who were not 
prefent at the firft vifit, go ina body to pay their refpe&ts 
tothe prefident. On difolving the congrefs the prefident 
makes each a prefent of a fmall quantity of wine, which 
horfes, and fowls: 
after thefe reciprocal marks of friendfhip both parties retarn 


is liberally returned in oxen, calves, 
to their re{pective habitations. 


The Indians, who, in our eftimation, are wretchediy 
poor, poflefs the moft inflexible pride, which can only 
be foftened by condefcenfion and favours. This induces 
the prefident to invite thofe who are of confequence to 
his table, and during the time of the congrefs neglects no- 
thing to engratiate himfelf with the whole body. 


On thefe occafions a kind of fair is held in both campS, 
great numbers of the Spaniards repairing thither with 
fuch goods as they know the Indians have occafion for, 
who alfo bring cattle and cloths of their own weaving, of 
which the Ponchos are made: both fides deal by exchange 
and never fail of difpofing of their whole ftock. 


One trait to the credit of thefe favages fhould not ef- 
cape obfervation, which is that, amidft all theirfanguinary 
rage, in their hoftilities they always {pare the white wo= 


men 
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men, carrying them totheir-huts, paying more deference 


to them than even their own.—Hence it is, that many 
Indians may be miftaken for Spaniatds by the fairnefs of 
their fkin. In peaceable timesthey come into the Spanifh 
colonies and hire themfelves to work in the farms; at the 
expiration of the time fpecified they return home, after 
laying out their wages in the purchafe of fuch goods as 
will turn to account intheir own country. Thofe living 
in the provinee of Arauca, Tucapel, and in the neighbour- 
hood of the River Biobio are extremely fond of riding, 
and their armies have largetroops of horfe: their weapons 
are chiefly large fpears and javelins in the ufe cf which 
they are very dexterous. | 


This circumfantial accourt of the Indians I had from 
my friend Gafpard, who had tormerly traded among them 
for fome years, and was perfectly acquainted with their 
manners, cultoms, traditional hiftory, &ce 


if had been a fortnight in the cuftody of my kind friend 
§ Gafpard, when he received an order to conduct me im- 
nediately to St. Jago, and accordingly the next morning, [Mj 
after taking an affectionate farewell of honeft Jeronymo fq 
and his family, we fet off for the capital, in acalafh, at- | i 
tended by the courier of the corrigidore on horfe-back. i 


ws ae 
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My mind was in too gteat a fiate of uncertainty, as 
to what kind of reception fhould meet with, to per- ii 


ee 


mit me to enjoy the beauties of the journey; for, not- 
withf{tanding the encouraging affurances of my fellow 


traveller, who was convinced by the manner I was fent 
for, I had nothing to apprehend, | could nor entirely jay 
afide my fears, and my imagination was tortured with the 


dread of dungeons, and the horrorof finifhing my exifience 


in the mines, 


On the fourth day, in the evening, we reached a 
Jago; andGafpard annownced our arrival at the prefident’s; 
he was informed, that the corrigidore was with that noble- 


man at his villa, about four leagues from the town; but 
- thathe had left orders I fhould be conducted thither. 
Having taken a flight refrefhment we proceeded to the 
P fummer 
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fummer refidence of the prefident, but did not arrive till 
it was too late to fee him that evening; fo took up our 
lodging with an old comrade of Gafpard, who dwelt in 
the neighbourhood. 


1190} 


The next morning about ten, I was ordered to attend 


the corrigidore, and with fear and trembling ufhered into 

fence. He very foon difpelled my fears, by mild]; 
afking me how I had {pent my time at Conception, and 
informing me that the prefident was acquainted with 


the obligations himfelf and family. lay 


ve 
o 
his prefen 


under to. me for the 
prefervation of a near relation; for which fervice he would 
not prove ungrateful; “* Don Henriques,” faid he, will be 
overjoyed to have it im his power to acquit himfelf of the 
obligation ; he is at prefent a little indifpofed at. St. Jago, 
whither I fhall ret 


rib. kaa day or two; 1n the mean time 


I have ordered an apartment for you here, that Vee may 


Fe pot fe faying 


this he er acioully difmiffed me, overwhelmed with joy ; 


yourfelf from. the fatigues of your journey; 


and furprife, My curiofity was raifed to the | ug heft pitch 
at the intelligence of Don Henriques’ jafety, and I burned 
With impatience to learn from that gentleman the parti- 
flattering myfelf that probably 
there might be many others faved fromthe Bounty by.the- 


fame iméans, 


culars of his prefervation ; 


and that my Etianna might be among the 
number. 


Elated by this idea J returned to Gafpard, who was 


Waiting in an outer room: by the alteration in my coun- 


© 


tenance he perceived that his coujeftures refpe@ing my 


reception were not far wrong; and when L informed hin 


that Don Henriques was faved from the fhip, and had re- 
turned fafe, he melt cerdia 


ie 


lly Con gratulated {ies fayi ng 


Giialt 


Crate y 


that my fortune was made; that the liberality of the 
gentleman was proverbial, and that I might reft perfectly 
fatished of his friendthip, gratitude and protection. 


The two days I remained here were intolerably tedious, 
although my fituation was extremely comfortable, and [ 
was treated with great deference by the houfhold of the 
prefident, Don Garcia, At laft I was fent for by the corri- 
gidore, whotold me that as he could not return to town 
fo foon as he expeéted, he had given orders for one of his 
carriages to take me thither; 
me with a purfe of one hundred piftoles from the prefident, 
who was confined to his chamber by the gout, defired Gaf- 
pard to fee me properly equipped at St. Jago, 


at the fame time prefenting 


and then to 
acquaint Don Henriques of my arrival. 


My heart was too full with this acceffion of ‘good for- 
tune to permit me verbally to thank the corrigidore for 
his kindaefs, with my eyes fwimming in gratitude, I re- 
fpectfully bowed and retired. The chaife was not long 
in getting ready, and in half an hour we were on our re- 


turn to St. fago. 


We alighted in 


tradefmen for cloaths and other neceffaries, 


erent 


the fuburbs, and fent to the diff 
ia 


and before din- 


} 


ner J was furnifhed at all points; nor was my purfe a 


whit the lighter, for Gafpard had orders to place the 
whole to the account of his mafter. After a flight ren 


paft we proceeded to the refidence of Don Henriques, who 
received me with marks of the moft. lively gratitude 
and Friendfhip, and as he had not yet dined feated me next 
him at the table. 


The 


Ng eh te rte rn ee er et ttre —- 


~ 


are nt ee I erties Fa en 
oy , & 


- Marcia, the lady of ‘Don Henriques, who feemed about 


The company confified only of his own family: Donng 


fix and thirty, appeared in the prime of beauty, and were 


y 
a 

i¢ not for the pre ence of Don Alphonfo, her-fon, a fine 

young. man of twenty, and-the_beautifal Lucia, her 

daughter, three years younger, fhe might, without any 

a | re 4 t e roe = 

violence to decency,drop at leaft half a feore years. They 


a 
had been EE re yioully acyuainted ‘with the outlines of my 


ith each other who fhould 

». After dinner Don Henri- 
ques ih me to his clofet, and defiring me to fit down 
by him, gave the following account of his prefervation. 


ip fwung off 


i 
; oan aria 
the roc aS ew mea conf 
Y sees ? 
tex occafioned by her going down, and a hen-coop foat- 


ing within my reach, enabled o ke¢p above water. 


L 


i was almoft driven to defpair to See: myfelf in a 


ttrong current, fetting feaward, which carried me out at 
Q a 
a great rate. I continued in this perilous ftate fome hours, 


auben I p srceived a veflel laying too, pe as I thought, 
in the aS of hoifling out their r boat, which in a few 
minutes -pufhed from alongtide and. made towards me. 
Tn about an | ] > up, almioft lifelefs witl 
In about an hour they picked me up, almioft hfelefs with 


fatigue and ean 


<The mafter of the veffel immediately recognifed me, and 
paid me every p yofible attention and Suny th ny eedaae 
ing they were from Baldivia, bound firft to Callao, from 
thence. to Quito; I would-not fuffer him to return to 


Mone catOn: which he offered, but defired him to land 


me at Valparaifo, whieli was no great deal out of his way. 
On getting a fhoreI was f@ much indifpofed w ith my late 


peri 
+ 


| 


@ perils, that I was unable to travel for fome time; being 
Ba little recovered J fet out, and by eafy journeys at latt 


a 
‘| 
| 
if 
{ 


|) 
4 


# ception had arrived about a week before. 


ihis nephew, As foonas I Jear 


| fhip’s company were taken up by 
b hie anfwered in 


B reached this place ; where I found the < corrigidore of Con- 


a 


My Belybe 


were in deep mourt ng , occafioned by the news of my 


oon. brought ftrate, who had actually come 


by that magil 
to St. Jago to folicit the pofts, vacant by my demife, for 
nt that you were fafe at Con. 
ception, I immediately requefted that you migut. be 
dent for hither without delay, which his excellency readily 
And I 


re debt of grati uae I owe, andfullfil the promifes 


bars with. 


pay t 
al ie 


now hope it is in my power to re- 
made vor. 


When he concluded I eagerly afked if any more of the 


the fame veffel, which 


+ } 


the negative, and agreed with me that in 


all probability we were .the only perfons faved from the 
wreck; t though I entertained fome faint hopes that, as 
the currents in the {pot where we ftruck ran in various 
of the crew might be driven a different 


5 een 2 
directions, fome 


way, and picked up alfo, by other veffels. 


On rejoining the company he very particularly introduced 


me to his fon, Alphonfo, telling him that he hoped he 


wouldadmit me to his friendfhip, and ever look on me as 
>, The 


and from that moment, 


the preferver of his father’s lif young man embraced 

me with the greateft cordiality, 

we conceived a friendfhip for each other, which I truft will 
terminate but with our lives. 

Having acquainted Don Henriques with the obligation 

I lay under to my friend Gafpard; when he came the 


next 
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next day to take his leave, he made him a handfome pretent, 
and told him that henceforward he might look on him as 
his ftiend ; and, fhould aby occafion occur wherein his in- 
tereft could be of fervice, to apply to him without referve, 
The fervices I had 
received from this worthy Spaniard, had endeared him to 
me, and it was with unfeigned and reciprocal tears of re- 
gret that we parted, — 


and he would exert it in his favour, 


My time now paffed very agreeably, I was éarefled 
and refpected by the whole family, and happy in the 
friendfhip of Don Alphonfo; I fhared in all his amufe- 
ments fo that we were almoft infeparable. This attachment 
gave great pleafure to his father, as it facilitated the adop- 
tion ofa plan he had long proje€ted ; which was that of my 
accompanying his fon in his travels, as he meant that he 
fhould be locally acquainted with the principal pro- 
vinces and cities of this rich and extenfive country, pre- 
vious to his embarking for Spain, which had been preffing- 
ly urged by a rich and powerful uncle, who had deftined 
him heir to all his poffeffions. 7 


Alphonfo had frequently mentioned how. much he 
fhould be delighted if his father would permit me to go 
with him on his tour, which they were now preparing for : 
our wifhes were mutual, and it was refolved that Alphon- 
fo fhould folicit his father’s confent ; but this application 
was prevented by Don Henriques communicating his in- 
tentions to me the fame afternoon. He faid he had been 
Jong fearchtng for a proper perfon to travel with his fon; 
and as we were fo much attached to each other he was 
defirous that-I fhould be the companion of his journey, in 
the eourfe of which a$ we fhould make fome fea voyages, 


may, 


0 my infiructions would be parieula tly ufeful in perfecting 
§ him in the practical part of navigation, and inftrué& him 
§ in the principles of feamanthip, as he had already been 
| | feveral voyages, being intended by his uncle to fill fome 
3) | pott i in the naval department. He added, that he fhould 
| allow me two hundred and fifty piftoles a year, and that 


every thing neceffary fhould be fupplied me, exaéily the 


} fame as for his fon. My prompt compliance with his re- 
j queit gave him the greateft fatisfaction, and the prepara 
| tions for our outfit were carried on with the utmoft 
celerity. 


The city of St. Jago has not been haraffed by revolu- 
tions as other places in its neighbourhood, but retains its 
original fcite, as founded by Ped:ode Valdivia; it is 3 
! rete 28iminutes fouth latfirude, andabont twenty leagues 
}tothe S. E, of Valparaifo, which is the neareft port: its 
fituation is delightful in the extreme, ftanding in the 
centre of a verdant plain, four and twenty leagues ia 
extent; watered by a river meandring through the middle, 
| whofe ferpentine direCtions afford refrefhiment to every 
| part; its name is Mapocha, the fame as that of the plain: 
By means of aqueduéts the water is conveyed fiom it 
through the ftreets and gardens, which fearce any houfes 
are witbout, 


o Cho 


The city is about a mile and a quarter from eaft to 
_ Weft, and tliree quarters from North to South ; it is fup- 
_ pofed to contain about fix thoufand families, more than one 
half of which are Spaniards, many of whom. poffefs 
| Jarge fortunes; the other a variety of the different:cafts, 
produced from their intercourfe with the Indians, as 
Mulattoes, Meftees, Quateroons, &c. &€, 


Acrofs 
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Acrofs the river on the North fide is a large Fauxbourg 
called Chimba, and on the Eaft fide 1s the mountain : of 
Santa Lucia, of a moderate height, rem arkablefor the fatu- 
brity of a fpring which iffues from it. The ftreets are 
built at right angles, the uniformity of which has the 
moft pleafing effect. . 

“Tn the middle of the town is the grand Piazza, with a 
beautiful fountain in the centre, and omthe north fide are 
the ee of the prefident, the town houfe andthe prifon. 
The weft fide is occupied by the cathedral, the bifhop’s 


nalace, and foie others belonging to people of the firtt dil- 


1 le 
tinction, among which is that of Don Henrigues : the 
fouth fide is wholly dedicated to commerce, and is filled 
with fhops, prettily decorated; and the eaft is bounded by 
arow of houfes, belonging to perfons in the middling 
fphere of life: there are alfo feveral good fquares, re- 
gularly built , but in general low, on account of the 
earthquakes Las are very frequent in this part of the 
world : notwithftanding they have a very handfome ap- 
pearance, and are e jually contrived beth for convenience * 
and pleafure. Here are three churches, as many mona- 
ftries, five collegesof the Jefuits, andfour nuneries. The 
churches of the convents and colleges are built of br ick 
or ftone, and are more fpacious and elegant than the com- 
mon parifh churches, The inh situa are more attentive 
to their perfons than at Conception, and all who can any, 
ways afford it keep a calafh to ride about the city. The 
men are robuft and well made, the women are very hand- 
fome and remarkable for the regulasity of their features 
and the delicacy of their complexion, but ‘they molt 
abominably addict themfelyes to painting, which very 


{oon . 


( Aig) 
| foon deftroys not only the natural beauty of their ficin 


| but even their teeth, fo that it is a rarity to fee a womatt 
turned of thirty with a good fet: 


| The temperature of the air, the richnefs of the foil, and 
the abundance of all kinds of provifions, are nearly the 
fame as at Conception, The farmers alfo have their re~ 
| fpective occupations ; fome wholly applying themfelves 
to agticulture, others to grazing of cattle; feme to breed- 
|} ing horfes, others again to the culture of vines and fruit 
trees, of which there are numberlefs kinds. The pro- 
dutions arifing from this induftry, are the principal arti- 
cles of commerce of this kingdom with Peru, which con- 
fifts of wheat; tallow, cordagé, hides; cordovan leather, 
which is made of the fkins of goats, of which there are 
vaft numbers: great quantities of fruit, as nuts, filberds, 


| figs, pears, apples, and olives; the oil produced from which 
ts in great eftimation. 


Befideg the commerce of pfovifions, a moft valuable 
| one of metals is carried on with the Peravians; the coun- 
| try abounding in mines of various metals; the principal 
| of which is the gold and coppet mines; there are alfo, 
| Glver, tin, lead, and iron, minés in abundance, the moft 
| efteemed gold mine is that called Ora Capote, in the 
| neighbourhood of Coquimbo, All the gold collected from 
thefe mines is bought up in the country and fent to Lima 
to be coined; it is fuppofed to amount, one year with 
another, to upwards of a million of dollars. 


Their imports from Peru ate cloth, linen, fugar, Cocoa, 
fweetmeats, tobacco, pickles, oil, earthen ware, and all 
kind of European goods. They hay¢ alfo feme trade with 

Q.- Buénes 
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Buenos Ayres; where they difpofe of the fuperfuities 
which they receive from Peru; large quantities of tallow, 
woollen, ftuffs, &c. of their own manufactory: the im- 
portations from whence chiefly confifis in the Paraguay 
herb*, and wax. 


The produce of the revenues of St. Jago and Concep- 
tion not being fufficient to maintaina fmall ftanding army of 
about fifteen hundred men, one hundred thoufand dollars 
are annually remitted from Lima for their fubfiftance, a 

great 


a 


® This herb anfwers to the tea of the Chinefe, and is nearly of 
as much confe@uence in the fcale of commerce; it Is in univerfal 
ife through the whole exent of Spanifh America: the method 
of pre iy aring this teais as follows, They puta quantity of 
this herb into‘a calabath, mounted with filver, which they call 
mate, wih a proportion of fugar to make it palatable, they 
cover the herb with cold water and let it fland to foak. Atter 
it has been fome time in this ftate, the calabafh is filled with 
boiling water. The herb being thoroughly faturated they drink 


the liquor through a tube fixed in the calabafh ;. they res 
plenifhed it wi ith water till the fediment finks to the bottom ; 


when all its flrength is exhanfled ; they fqueeze lime or lemon 
juice into it, mixed with effences from different flowers, which 
render it highly agreeable. 


This is their ufual drink in the morning, and many alfo take 
it in the evening: the falubrity of this beverage caniot be denied, 


but in general che taking of it is very indelicate, as the wt hole 
ce. have it by turns, all making ufe of the fame tube. 

hus the calebafh is carried feveral times round the company, 
me all-are fatisfied. This tea is in-the greateit eftimation among 
the Creoles and is their higheft enjoyment; even when they 


>. 


travel they never fail to carry a quantity with them, and on no 
account whatever will they eat till they have taken their dofe of 
Mater 


Mee 


Baas, 


great part of which is deducted for repairing the forts on 
the frontiers, and making prefents to the Indian deputies, 


in order to maintain a good underftanding with them. 


The royal audience confifts of the prefident, four 
auditors, and a fifcal; the patron of the Indians, whichis 
Don Henriques, alfo belongs to this court, the determina- 


tions of which are without appeal; except in cafes of no- 


torious injultice or Ha sd of redrefs, when it is referred 
the Indies. The prefident, 


J 
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as before obferved is obliged to refide one half the year at 
Conception. During bis refidence at St. Jago the corri- 
gidore cum tenens: the royal trealury is directed 


is his lo 
by an accountant an id treafurer, who receives the tributes 
of the Indians, and 
A court of the inguifition is Uae is here, 

cers of which are appointed by the grand tril bunalat Lima ; 
on of thefe 


kingdom. 
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iuman facrifices by the deciii 
are much feldomer here than “a 


but inftances of | 
deteftable inftitutions 
old Spain, - 
Every thing g being ready for our departure for Valpa- 
raifo, where a veffel was prepared for our 
took an affectionate farewell of the family o 
riques, who accompanied us himfelf to the port; we 
Thirteenth of de analy 1791, and 


reception, we 


f Don L ijen- 


—: 


} 
left St. Jago on the 
making very eafy journics arrived at Val 
detained here a 
Don Henriques 


fixteenth: veek by con- 
trary winds, during which introduced 
yas 


meto many r¢ fpectable merchants, and took us to ice 
f. 2 ye . , 
fome gold mines between this port and Quilotta, called 


9 


we were 
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Lavaderos, which yields gold duft, and fometimes lumps 
of pure gold are found of confiderable value. 
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Thefe Lavaderos are pits dug in the ravines or gullies 
made by the rains, where from the colour of ‘the earth, 
it is fuppofed there is gold; in order to dfeover the 
metal, a {tream of water is turned through the trench, 
and the earth brifkly flirred and f{pread abroad that the 
Particles of gold may be carried down by the current of 
water into the pits. The ride was exceeding pleafant, 
the number of villages and farmhoufes {cattered here and 


there; the droves of mules Jaden with merchandife, and 


the fongs and merriment of the muleteers, continually 
paffing between this and St. Jago, gives the country aa 
opulent and cheerful appearance. 


The wind becoming favorable we took a farewell dinner 
with the principal merchants of the place, and Don Hen- 
riques having fornifhed me with unlimited letters of 
éredit to Lima; a moft affeCtionate fcene took place be- 
tween this honoured parent and his fon, waom he com- 
mitted to my charge, as he was eee to fay, with the 
fulleft affurance that no caré or attention would be want- 
ing on my part, either to inftruct him in his deftined pro 
feffion, or alleviate any untoward eafualties that might 
probably happen in fo long a journey. 


On the 24th. of January we embarked on board the 
santa Cathalina of about two hyndred tons burthen, 
commanded by a native of Lima, Pedro D’Aguga, a plea- 
fant companionable man, but no conjurer in his profeffion; 
at the inftance of Don Henriques, the owner of the 
fhip had given him orders to follow my inftruStions "till 

, we 


we reached the port of Callao: we had no fooner cleared 
the harbour than [ had occafion to ufe my perogative, 
as mafter Pedro according to the general cuftom of the 
Spaniards, was hugging the fhore clofe aboard. I atked 
him if he meant to coaft it the whole way to Callao, 
which he anfwering in the affirmative ; Ttold him 1 muft 
beg leave to differ with him in opinion, obferving that if 
he ftretched off to fea, he would moft probably meet 
with the winds at S. W. and we fhould not be fo Hable 
tocalms; with great chearfulnefs he committed the ma- 
nagement of his fhip to my direction; I accordingly 
ordered the helm a weather, and witha flowing fheet we 
ran away from the land till we made the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez, from whence we took our departure on the 


28th. flecring N. & by E. toN. N.E. it blowing very 


refh from the Weftward with a heavy fea fetting from 
the §. W. and on the 8th. of February made the high 
Jand of Nafca, diftant 7 or 8 Jeagues; here I refigned the 
command of the veffel to Signior Pedro, who in the 


morning of the roth, brought. us fafely to an anchor- 


in Callao harbour. 


The port and town of -Callao exhibit the fcene of 
buftle and hurry incident to maritime towns; and being 
the depot for moft of the commodities from both North 
and South, as well as the merchandize of Europe, by the 
way of Panama, and Porto Bello: merchants from both 
extremes affemble here in multitudes, which joined with 
thofe of Lima, render it by far the moft confiderable 
mart in the whole Spanifh dominions. On every Mon- 
day throughout the year, a fair is held where every arti- 
cle produced in this vaft empire may be purchafed; dealers 
refort hither from all parts with their goods brought on 
. | mules, 
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tnules, droves of which may be traced in all directions; 
thefe goods are depofited in large warehoufes kept by the 
proprietors of the mules; who amafs confiderable for- 
tunes by the hire of thefe animals. 


As foon as we got on fhore, we hired a calafh, and 
inftantly fet off for Lima, about fix miles Eaft of Callao, 
We ftopt at the hotel of Don Juan De Velica, a man of 
the firft diftin@tion in the mercantile world as well as in 
birth. On receipt of our letters we were received with 
the moft flattering marks of refpect and attention, Al- 
phonfo, who was god-fon to Donna Hortenfia, the lady 
of Don Juan, was almoft overpowered with carefles, ihe 
having left Chili when he was quite an infant, had ever 
retained a ftrong affeCtion for him. 


Apartments were immediately prepared for our recep» 
tion; as Don Juan would not faffer us to feek any other 
habitation, During our {tay at Lima, he introduced us 
to the Viceroy, who received us very gracionfly; and 
there was fcarce any family of diftin@ion to whom we 
were not particularly introduced—Great part of the nobi- 
lity of Peru refide at this town, numbers, dignified with 
the titles of Counts and Marquifes; alfo Knights of th 
military orders, and many opulent private families Secrhel 
refpectable, living in great fplendor and opulence; par- 
ticularly twenty four gentlemen, of great landed property, 
but without titles; tho’ many of them poffefs family 
feats of great antiquity. One of thefe gentlemen traces 
his origin with undeniable certainty from the Incas. His 

family name is Ampuero, after one of the Spanifh com- 
manders at the conqueftof the country, who married 
inte 


ito the family of the Inca. The Spanifh: monarchs 
have always diftinguifhed it with particular privileges 
as marks of its antiquity and illuftrious defcent. Many 
of the nobility and eminent: perfonages of Lima have 
anxioufly fought alliances with them, and their intermarri- 
ages have blended them with the firft families in Spain. 
Thefe Peruvians live in the greateft opulence and {plen- 
dour, having great numbers of flavesin their train; and 
generally three behind their coaches; they are remarkable 
for their fuavity, and gentlenefs of manners; no vexati- 
ous difputes, or litigious fuits of law have ever been 
known among them. 


The population of Lima is very. numerous, and ac- 
counted by fome to be more than twenty thoufand white 


people, chiefly Spaniards; with a far more confiderable 
number of Negroes, Mulattoes and their defcendants, 


who for the moft part are mechanics; not that the Euroe - 


peans difdain to follow their occupations, which. are by 
no means thought derogatory to them; for wealth being 
fought by all, they purfue its attainment by means of 
any occupation, regardlefs. of its being. purfued by Ne- 

oes, Mulattoes. or Indians; who with their different 
afts are the laft clafsof inhabitants, and few in num- 
ber, compared with the fecond clafs. Thefe are chiefly 
employed in hufbandry and in. bringing all kinds of pro- 
Vifions to.the markets and other laborious fervicess 


The dreffes worn by the men, differ very little from 
thofe wore in Spain; nor is the diftinction between the 
clafles very great, as every one purchafes according to 
his fancy, and the depth of his pocket; fo thatit is no 
uncommon thing to fee a mechanic, of colour, drefled in 
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arich tiffue equally as expenfive as thofe worn by the 
firft grandees ia Lima. They are in general very muck 
attached to finery, and their paffion in this particular is 
tolerably gratified; for Lima may be juafily ftiled Vanity 
Fair, being the gcneral magazine of the moft beautiful; 
elegant, a coltly prodiGtions of fancy and art; not 
only collected from the remoteft parts of this empire, 
but Afia and Europe; and the prodigoius quantities 
of coftly cloathing imported by ,the galleons and regifter 
fhips fell here at exhorbitant prices, and are very ex- 
peditioufly expended; for they wear their clothes with 
fuch careleffnefs that they are very foon lain by. The 
ladies here are more profufe and extravagant than the 
men, and as their drefles are peculiar to the country, I 
fhall endeavour te be a little minute in the defcription. 


There is a kind of lightnefs in their habiliment not 
very congenial to the natural gravity of the Spanifh cha- 
racter, and whichat firft they have fome difficulty in over- 
coming their repugnance to; it confiftsof a chemife, a 
petticoat of dimity, an open petticoat, anda jacket, which 
in fummer is of fitte mudin, and in winter of tifflue; the 
petticoat dees not reach below the ealf of the leg; a deep 
border.of rich lace extending to the ancle is fewed to the 
under petticoat, through which the ends of their garters 
are feen, richly rough in gold and filver. The upper 
petticoat is of velvet or fome other rich ftuff, ornamented 
with beautiful fringes of the moft exquifite workmanship. 
The fleeves of the chemifes are very long’ and covered 
with a profaffion of valuable laces, 
render it hy elegant. 
the fleeves 


variegated fo as to 
Over all is worn a loofe jacket, 
s of which are-open and exceiliyely large, alfo 
decacaiul 
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decorated with lace in rows. The body of the jacket is! 
tied with ribbands faftened to the back of their ftays; 
when it is not clafped ‘before, it is airily tucked behind 
on the fhoulders, and on the whole has a very elegant 
gppearance: in the fummer they wear a veil of the fineft 
cambrick curioufly bordered with Jace. 

They are very particular in chufing their laces, never 
deigning to wear any but what are produced from the 
manufactories of Valenciennes, Mecklin, Bruffels, &c. 
Their head drefs is alfo worthy of remark; their hair 
which is generally of the moft pa black, reaching below 
their waifts, they difpofe in fuch a manner as to be per- 
feétly graceful: they fafien their braids up witha golden 
bodkin with a clufter of brilliants at tach end. On this 
the trefles are fufpended fo as to touch the fhoulder: in 
the front of their hair they wear aigrettes of diamonds, 
which placed between their black curls havea ftriking 
effect: their earings are of brilliants of the firft water, 
which with their necklaces, bracelets, rings, girdles, 
buckles, &c. make them glitter and fparkle from head to 
foot: itis computed that many ladies when dreffed for any 
publick affembly carry the value of from thirty to forty 

thoufand crowns about them! acircumftance the more 
furprifing, as itis fo very common. : 


One fing gularity had like to have efcaped me, which 1s, 
that the ladies of Lima value themfelves on the fmallnefs 
of their feet, a peculiarity I always thought confined to the 
ad ladies; from their infancy they always wear fhoes 


that confine their feet, fo that they may not grow beyond 
the nist which they efteem beautiful; few of ah 1em exceed 
R fax 
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eateft fault they find with the Spanifh 


ine Pee being fo much larger than theirs. 
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their fhoes have little or no fole, one piece of cordovan 
ferving both for that and the upper leather; they are of 
zu equal breadth both at the toe and the heel: thefe fhoes 
are faflened with buckles, thofe of perfons of quality are 
generally diamonds, but they are more for fhew than ufe; 
forthe fhoes are made fo elaftic that they never loofen of 
themfelves, The fons of Crifpin are no ftrangers to the 
foibles of their fair Asst being careful in making them 
too ferviceable. The ufual price is three half crowns a 
pair, if plain; thofe embroidered with gold and filver, are 
from eight to ten crowns. The upper circles wear them 
in the European fafhidn, but with wrought filver heels; 
the found of which on the pavements, added to the {mall- 
ne{fs of the feet, has fomething in it very fafcinating to a 
ftranger. 


The ladies are naturally fprightly, and free, without 
bordering on levity; they are extremely fond of mufick, 
fo that they are almoit all of them performers on one kind 
of inilrument or another; in general they are good vocal 
performers having fine voices; they have frequent balls, 
at which they diftinguifh themfelves as well by the grace- 
fulnefs of their perfons as the agility of their movements: 

1 fhort the reigning paflion of the ladies are, fhew, 
mirth, and feftivity. 


The natural good fenfe and penetration of the inhabi- 

mts of Lima, both men and women, are greatly improved 
y perfons of learning, reforting hither from Spain; the 
reque ue of their {mall affemblies have alfo a tendency 
to tmprove thew minds; and give them a ready and happy 
exprefion, 


Vaid, 
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expreffion, from an emulation to diftinguifh themfe!ves 
in thefe engaging circles. 


The manners and difpofition of the nobility, corref- 
pond with their rank and fortune. Courtefy fhines in 


all their a€tions, and their complaifance and hofpitality to 
ftrangers are unbounded. Their reception is alike free ih 
from flattery, or a haughty referve, fo that all flrangers 
who vifit here either out of curiofity or from commercial 
motives, are charmed with their urbanity and munifi- 
cence. 


The perfons of the women are in general of the mid- Oh 
dle ftature, handfome, genteel, and remarkably fair, which a 
is more confpicuous fronr the darknefs of their hair, and i 
eyes, which ufually fhine with enchanting dignity and | 
Juftre. Their perfonal charms are heightened by their i! 

‘mental accomplifhments, and an eafinefs of behaviour, | 
fo well tempered, that while it invites love, it commands 
refpect; the charms of their converfation are beyond 
expreffion; their ideas juit, their expreflion pure, anc 
| their manners inimitably graceful; thefe are the enchant- at 
‘ments which allure lo many Europeans, who, forgetting | 
: their connexions at home, are induced to marry and fettle¢ i i 


my here. bh 


the fault of being too well acquainted with their own ex- 
cellencies, and are fainted with a haughtinefs which will 
fearcely give way to their hufbands; yet, by their ads 
| drefs, and infinuating arts of perfuafion, they gain the 
afcendancy over them fo far ag to be left to theiy own 


diferetion. 
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The natives poffefs a Bay fhare of pride, and. fhew 
much relué€tance in the performance of a command deli- 
vered with haughtinefs; but when given with mildnefg 
and affability, are equally obfequious and fubmiffive. 
They are delighted with a gentlenefs of manners; anda 
few marks of kindnefs are not eafily effaced from theit 
memories. They are brave, and of an unblemifhed ho- 
nour: they never give an affront, or put up with one re- 
ceived; and they live together in a focial, cheerful man- 
ner. “The Mulattoes, being lefs civilized, are ha auglity, 
turbulent and troublefome; yet the mifchievous confee 
quences arifing from thefe vices are lefs common than 
might naturally be expeéted in fuch a populous city. 


Lima is fituated in the centre of a fpacious valley, 
bounded on the North by the Andes; from whence fomé 
hills ead fowarde to the city; the neareft of which 
st. Chriftopher, and. Amancaes. The river 
of tin ima wafhes its walls, anda very fpacious and elegant 
itone brides is built over it, at the end of which isa gate 
ich forms an entrance into the city, and leads to the 
grand fquare, in which isa fountain fimilar to that at St. 
Jago, but much faperior both in magnitude and work- 
manfhip. In. the middle is a bronze ftatue of Fame; 
the water iffues through the trumpet of this figure, and 
alfo through the mouths of eight lions that furround it. 
On the Faft fide of the fquare are the cathedral and archie- 
pifcopal palace. On'the North are the palace of the 
viceroy, the feveral courts of juftice, the revenue offices, 
and the ftate prifon. On the Weft fide, the council 
houfe, and the common prifon; and the South is filled 
with private houfes, of one ftory, but their fronts being 

of ftone, and a perfet uniformity reigning throughout 


the 
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ehtful appearance. The city is 


or longeft fide extends 


the whole, gives it a delig 
ofat triangular form, the baf 
nded with a 
wallof brick, das flanked with 24 bafiions, but without 


€ 
along the banksof the river, It is furro 


Biaiteitbs or embraferes; the intention of it being mere! y 


to inclofe the town, and render it capable of fuftaining 
The houfes for the 


good appear- 


® ' 


any fudden attack of. the Indians. 
moft part are low, commodious and make a 
ets are ier airy and built at nght angles; 
tered by ftreams conducted 
ware 


5) Is te Eat and Weft parts are num- 


y 
ee rue fruit and kitchen gardens, and moft of the prin- 
cipal houfes have pleafure grounds for the reception of 


company, which are continually refrefhed by means of 
the canals. 


The city is divided into five 


and adorned with paintings and other 


parifhes, the churches of 
which are large, 
decorations of great value ; eae tied? the cathedral, and 
that of the Jefuits, which are fplendid beyond defcrip- 
tion, aproper idea of which can only be obtained from 
occular demonftration. ‘The altars, from their ver y bafes 
to the frames of the piCtures, are covered with mafly filver, 
wrought in the moft elegant and expenfive manner. 
The walls are hung with velvet or rich tapeftry with 
gold and filver fringes, and on thefe are various figures 
ly 


of wrought filver. The furniture of the altars is equal 


rich and magnificent: candlefticks of mafly filver, fix pa 
high, are placed in two rows along the nave of the church; 


chafed flands of t 


dlefticks, are placed on either fide the pedeftals, on which are 
angels, large as life, in niches throvghout the ifles: in fine 
e there 


the fame metal, fupporting {maller can- 
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there is fuch a profufion of the precious metals that ab- 
folutely dazzles the fight, and aftonifhes the beholder, 


The principal convents are large, convenient and airy. 
The portals have a majeftic appearance; the columns 
and cornices are of wood, curiouily carved, imitating the 
appearance of ftone, fo as not to be diftinguifhed but by 
the handling: this imitation does not proceed from par- 
fimony, but in order as much as poffible to avoid the 
devaftations of earthquakes, of which this city has had 
fo many fatal inftances. 


The houfes alfo are built of very flight materials but fa 
managed as to have the appearance of ftability and gran- 
deur; the principal parts are of wood, mortifed into the 
rafters, the walls are compofed of wild canes and ofier, 
which entirely enclofe the timber; thefe are covered with 
clay, white-wafhed and painted to imitate flone; cornices, 
porticoes, &c. are added of the fame colour, fo that the 
whole impofes on the fight, and foreigners imagine them 
to be really built of the materials they imitate. Thus the 
houfes are more fecure than if built of more folid mate- 
rials; forthe whole fabrick yeilds to the tremulous motion 
of the earth, and the foundations which are conneéted 
with the feveral parts of the building, follow the fame 
metion, and by that means are not fo eafily thrown down. 


The government of the viceroy is triennial ; this office 
is of fuch importance that the pofleffor enjoys-all the pri- 
viliges of royalty. He is abfolute in all affairs, whether 
political, military, or civil, fo that the grandeur of this 
employment is equal to the dignity of the title. He has 
his life guards, both horfe and foot; their uniforms are 
blue turned up with red; the officers’ richly laced with 
filver 
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filver, and crimfon velvet waiftcoats embroidered with golds 
thefe do duty in the palace and the rooms leading to the 
chamber of audience. Every day the viceroy gives a 
public audience to all ranks and conditions of the people, 
for which purpofe there are three very grand and fpacious 
rooms. Inthe firft he receives the Indians and other cafts; 
this is hung round with the portraits of all the viceroys 
his predeceffors. In the fecond he gives audience to peo 
ple of diftin@ion ; and in the third, under a rich canopy, 
where are placed the pictures of the reigning king and 
queen, he receives thofe ladies who with to {peak to him 
in private without being known. 

The bufinefs of government is tranfa&ted by a fecretary 
of ftate, affifted by an under fecretary, from whofe office 
are iffued the orders for pafsports which muit be obtained 
from every corrigidore in his jurifdiction ; all juridical 
employments are filled up by the fecretary as they become 
vacant, for the term of two years: as alfo of the magi- 
firacy, who have not been replaced by the nomination of 
the king, at the expiration of their refpective terms, In- 
deed this poft is the channel by which all affairs of the 
government are tranfacted. 


Toenter into a minute detail of the different offices 
of juflice, 


&c. would {well this work much beyond my prefent de- 


the revenues, the regulations of the corporation, 


fign, therefore fhall conclude witha curfory account of 


the productions, and cultivation of the foil, together with 


its trade and commerce, 


ry round Lima enjoys a fertility truly en- 


viable, ee cing every fpecies of grain in the greateft 
profufion, 
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profufion, with an aftonithing variety of fruits: a ftranger 
would be apt to imagine that the contrary would be the 
cafe, where rain is fo feldom feen; but here induftry and 
art fupplys that moifture nature feems to deny ; and the 
foil rendered abundantly fruitful amid a continual 
drought. 


Their olive plantations are very numerous, and in 
height, magnitude, and thicknefs of foliage exceed thofe of 
Europe ; the plough is never ufed, the only cultivation 
they require is to clear the holes made at the roots for re- 
ceiving water, to keep the channels open which convey 
it, and every three or four years to cut down the fuper- 
fluous fhoots and {cions, in order to form paflages to gather 
the fruit. Without farther trouble the inhabitants have 
great plenty of the fineft olives, The country contiguous 
to the city is covered with gardens producing moft of the 
herbs and fruits known in Europe; as well as thofe com- 
mon to America, and the Weit India Hands; all which 
flourifh in an uncommon degree; and are in conftant fuc- 
cefion, the whole year being as it were but one fummer; 
the feafons varying in the vallies, which are from the bafe 
of the Cordileros to the Sea, from the mountains ; when 
the fruit feafon is over in the vallies it commences on the 
fkirts of the mountains, and they being at no great diftance 
from Limaare brought thither; by which means the city 
is conftantly fupplied with al! kinds of fruit, except grapes 
and melons which do not come to perfe€tion in the moun- 
tains. 


They have grapes of various kinds, and among them 
1 alt 
4 


a {pecies which they call the Italian, remarkable for its fize 
and’ 
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and flavour; The vines extend themfelves on the furfacé 
of-the ground, which is well calculated for that purpofe : 
thefe vines thrive remarkably well with little orno culture. 


The foil is {tony and fandy, confifting of {mooth flints 
or pebbles, which in many parts are fo numerous, that 
as other fpots are entirely of fand thefe are wholly of ftone; 
and are very inconvenient to travellers, either gn foot, in 
a carriage, or on horfeback, 


Tt is very fingular that in this atid country there are 
abundance of fprings, and water is every were to be found 
with little labour, not more than five feet below the furface: 
there are two probable caufes from which this may arile; 
the one, fromits open: and poreus quality it imbibes the 
fea toa very great diftance, which is filtered in the paflage: 
the other, that the torrents defcending from the moun- 
tains difperfe in the plains, and are admitted by the fubs 
terrancous veins through which they continue their courle ; 
for the ftony quality of the foil does not extend to moré 
than three or four feet, and underneath is a compact ftra-~ 
tum, confequently the water muft be conveyed to the 
moft porous parts, which being the ftony, it there preci- 
pitates into a fubterraneous courfe, leaving the furface 


drv. Whefe invifible canals are doubtlefs the caufe of the 


great fertility of the foil; and feém a bountiful indul- 


gence of the wife author of nature; who to guard the 
inkabitants againft the fterility which would affect their 
country froma want of water, has fent a fupply from the 
mountains, either in open rivers, or through the bowels ‘of 
the earth. 


The citv of Lima has not attained its fplendor from be- 
\ b 
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ing the capital of Peru; it is alfo the general ftaple of the 
kingdom, the principal and central depot for commerce of 
every kind; the produtions of all parts of the world are 
brought hither in the galleons and regifter fhips, and from 
hence diftributed through the vaft extent of thefe king- 
doms. At the head of this commerce is the tribunal, del 
Confulado, which appoints commiffaries to refide in other 
All 
the wealth of the fouthern provinces is brought to Lima; 
where it is embarked on board the fleet, which fails with 
the galleons from Callao te Panama. The fame fleet re- 
turns to the harbour of Paita, where the moft valuable 
part of the European goods are landed, in order to avoid 


cities of its dependance, extending through all Peru. 


the delay of failing to Callao, which is a very tedious 
paffage, and fent by land to Lima on mules. 


On their arrival at Lima the merchants remit to their 
correfpondents their feveral commiffions: depofiting the 
reft in warehoufes to difpofe of on their own account to | 
the traders who at this time refort hither; or fend them 
to their fators in the interior provinces, and the prodyce | 
of their fale is fent to Linga in bars of filver: thes the | 
traders have a double profit, firft in the fale of their goods, 
and fécondly in the returns of their filver, which they | 
take at a much lewer rate than what they get for it. All 
thefe fales may therefore be confidered only as an ex- 
change of one commodity for another. 


The neighbouring coafts furnifh Lima with wine, brandy, 
raifins, olives and oil; the wines are of different forts, 
white, alight red, and dark red, fome of which are of fine 
flavour, generous and exhilerating: the bedt are imported | 
from Chili, The brandies are from Pifca, and tolerably | 
good 
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good. Rum is only found in the houfes of perfons of the 
firft diftin€tion, who receive it in prefents. 


During the fix weeks we ftopped at this capital, Don 
Alphonfo was unwearied in obtaining every information 
that could tend to inftruct, or enlighten his mind, The 
cool of the mornings were employed in rides round the 
adjacent country, every part of which he moft minutely 
inveftigated ; the middle of the day paffed in attending 
the courts, offices of commerce, or of the municipality; 
the afternoons and evenings were dedicated to parties of 
pleafure; and on retiring from which he ufually fpent a 
couple of hours in committing to paper his remarks on 
the tranfaClions of the day. 


The time we propofed flaying at the capital being e- 
lapfed, we took our leaves of Don Juan, and his family, 
and being provided with neceMary paffports and letters of 
recommendation, we proceeded on our journey to Quito 
by land, taking advantagéd of the return of a courier who 
had brought defpatches from Quito to the viceroy of 


Lima. 
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ie company confifted of theeourier, Don Alphonfo, 
myfelf, two fervants we had brought from St. Jago, 
and anruleteer to take care of the mules cies with 
fionsand a tent to fhelter us in the heat of the day, when too 
hot to travel. At day-break on the 24th, of march we be- 
an our journey, ms reached the river Paffzmayo, which 


provi« 


1€ 
we forded, an Ge arrived at Chancay the fame evening, about 
from spe The town ts tolerably po; oulous, 
es and Indian hots; aber of the 
sABABTEdtts are Spaniards of good faintilies and fortune, 
We were entertained at the houfe of the cortigidore with 
great hofpitality, who procured us frefh mules. In the 
morning, having breakfafted, that officer accompanied us 
to Guara which we did not reach till midnight, the 
diftance being upwards of forty miles, This town canfifts 
only ofa fingle ftreet about two thirds of a mile in length, 
and may contain about 200 families; it hasa parifh church, 


a Francifan convent. A beautiful plantation is on 


thirty miles 
having “pile 300 hoafe 


either fide the road as you approach thetown; the coun- 
try eafiward, as far as the eye canreach, is covered with 
patches of fugar canes, and to the weftward the fields are 
filled with wheat, maize, and other grain; and ia fhort 
the whole valley has a very charming appearance. On 
Ae the 
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S the next day we reached Patavirca, having forded ‘the 
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sith the help of guides which they call 
 Chimbadores; we dined at the town of Barranca, a fimall 


more than forty houfes mofily oc- 
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cupied by natives. Near this town are the ruins of an 
ancient Indian ftructure and its magnitude confirms the 
tradition of the natives, ‘that it» was one of the palaces of 
the ancient princes of 't The 27th. we took 
up our lodgings at Callejones a paltry hamlet where we 
{carce-get any water for ourfelyes or mules, we left 


he country. 


lace and after a painful and dangerous joumey of 
id fandy 
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ds of forty miles, over rugged precipices, ai 
plains, we reached the Tambo, (or inn) de Culebras, and 
taking a flight refrelhment we pufhed forward to Guarme 
a fmall town where we put up for the night. Our next 
day’s journey was peculiarly troublefome, travelling over 
fome very high hills covered with loofe ftones, which ren- 
dered the way fo tedious, that we flopped at a plantation, 
On the 31ft. we proceed- 
ed toa fmall village, called Cafma la Baxa, having not 


where we re(ted a whole day. 
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more than a-dozen houfes; about noon on the following 
day we came to a Tambo built by the Incas, for the con- 
venienceof travellers; the whole accommodations confilted 
of a fingle fhed, fituated on the banks of a river: being 
under very little obligation for our entertainment here, 
we departed without relu€tance, and reached the town of 
Santa about midnight: here we found fome difficulty in 
waking the people of the Tambo, fo that we were like'to have 
remained in the ftreet all night; however, juft as we were 
on the point of looking out for a place to pitch our tent, 
they opened the door of the inn, provided us lodging for 
our mules and atrufs of ftraw for ourfelves, on which we 
flept very comfortably till morning. -After taking our 
breakfaft 
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breakfafts we took a walk to the fea fide to view the re- 
mains of the ancient town of Santa, which was dettroyed 
by an Englifh buccaneer, named Davis, which obliged the 
inhabitants to abandon it and remove toa place of greater 
fecurity. 


It is a poor town confifting only of about thirty houfes, 
molt of which are of ftraw; its inhabitants are compofed 
of Indians, Mulattoes and Meftees.. To proceed on our 
Journey we were obliged-to pafs the river Santa, about a 
mile and a quarter in breadth; this river runs with great 
rapidity.x—At the place where it is fordable are a num- 
ber of guides with horfes, which are trained for the pur- 
pofe of ftemming the current: thefe animals were the 
talleft IT ever faw, This paflage is attended with confider- 
able danger, as the fands compofing thé bed of the river 
are often fhifted, fo that the guides are fometimés carried 
away. We paffed the Santa in fafety, and flept in a poor 
place ealled Tambo de Chao—from whence to Biru, dif- 
tant about fifteen leagues: this journey we pafied very 
pleafantly, coafting, and fording a beautiful meandering 
river, whofe various turnings refrefhed and fertilifed the fur- 
rounding country. We being now afrived within ten 
leagues of Truxillo we refted here two days, meeting with 
the alcayde of Moché who happened to be here. ,- This 
man owed his prefent poft to the intereft of Don Juan, 
and one of our domeftics being known to him informed 
him who we were. Gratitude was a prominent feature 


_ Of this Spaniard, which he evinced by the refpect and 


attention he fhewed to the friends of his old patron. 
We proceeded in company with our new acquaintance, 
Don’ Jerome, to Moché, and pafling one night umder his 
hofpitable roof, on the next day we arrived at Truxillo. 
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In the towns we paffed, from Lima hither, we found 
plenty of provifions, as butchers’ meat, poultry, bread, 
fruits, and wine, extremely good and tolerably reafonable; 
but we fhould have been obliged to drefs our meat our 
felves, had we not had fervants to do it for us; for in the 
generality of places travellers will not find any inclined 
to take that trouble off their hands, except in the towns 
of the firft and fecond clafs, where the inn-keepers furnifh 
the table themfelves. In the fmaller towns, or villages, 
the inns furnifh nothing, but merely a fhelter from the 
weather, fo that travellers are not only obliged to carry 
their provifions from one town to another, but alfo all 
kinds of kitchen utenfils. In the pooreft village you may 
purchafe tame fowl, pidgeons, gcefe, &c. and in the cul- 
tivated parts of the country they abound in turtle doves, 
which feed entirely on maize, and the feeds of trees; thefe 
multiply exceedingly, and during our ftay at Biru we had 
an excellent day’s fport, fhooting them: we found no 
other fpecies of birds during our whole journey; nor 
were we annoyed by any beafts of prey or venomous 
reptiles, the Mofquito being the only troublefome intru- 


der on the repofe of travellers. 


The city of Truxillo alfo claims the fame founder as 
Lima. Its fituation is not unpleafant, though the foil is 
fandy ; a brick wall furrounds the tewn, which is placed 
inthe valley of Chimo, about a mile and a half from the 
Sea. The port of Guanchaco, the channel of its maritime 
coinmerce, is two leagues to the northward; the haufes are 
tolerably handfome, moftly of trick, decorated with bal< 
conies and porticos, but are low on account of the earth- 
quakes, none having more than one ftory. The corrigi- 
dore of the whole department refides here, who did us 
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every good office ia his power. There are more Spani« 
5 


_{ ards in this town than in any fince we left Lima, among 


whom are feveral rich and diftinguifhed families: they 
appear affable, friendly, and fincere; their drefles and 
cuftoms refemble thofe of Lima, but are confiderably lefs 
profufe in the coftlinefs of their habiliments, 


In this climate there is a fenGble difference between 
winter and fummer, the former is moderately cold, but 
the latter exceffively hot: the country is very fruitful, 
abounding with fugar canes, maize, fruits, and vegetables, 
with large vineyards, and olive-yards. Thofe pants near 
the mountains produce wheat; the natural fertility of the 
country has been greatly improved by art, fo that the city 
is agreeably {urrounded by feveral groves and delightful 
promenades, formed through avenues of lofty trees, Their 
gardens are alfo moft fkilfully cultivated, and makea 
mott beautiful appearance, which with a continual un- 
clouded fky, prove not le/s agreeable to the traveller than 
to the inhabitant. 


Having refted ourfelves a week at Truxillo, we hired 
frefh mules, provided a new ftock of provifions and a 
guide, the courier having purfued his journey without ug; 
we left this town on the rith. of April at day break, and 
reached Chacope, adiftance of eleven leagues, the fame 
evening. 


There are about fixty families in this town, in which 
there is nothing remarkable, except a_traditional pho:- 
nomenon which happened about a century 889, Viz. 
There was a continual rain forty nights, beginning con- 
{tantly at four or five in the evening, and ceafing at the 

fame 
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the fky being remarkably 
this demi- 


fame hour in-the morning, 
ferene and cloudlefs all the reft of the day; t 
deluge intirel i ruined allthe houfes; what greatly aftoni- 
fhed the inhabitants was, that during the whole time the 
foutherly winds not only continued the fame, butblew with 
of fand, though wet 


Two years 


fo much force that they raifed clouds 


and rendered | Beaty, by the continual fhowers. 


after a fimilar rain | lafted for-ten or twelve days, but was 


not fo fatal to the inhabitants: fince which time nothing 
of the kind has ha ing like it been 


remember 


as the next refting place ; here 1s a convent 
of setae which confifts only of a trio of members; 

The prior, prieft, and his curate} the community of one 
nundred and fifty families, chiefly Indians and other caftss 
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1on the banks of a river, called Pacafmayo, its 
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neighbourhood alfo produces grain and fruit 


Having pafied the river Xequetique, we proceeded on- 
wards to the fea coaft, toak up our quarters at Las Lagu- 
nas, and at noon the next 
tolerably populous town, 
Sano having repaired hither when their town was facked 
as before mentioned. 
| town of Morr opes 


day ae at Lambayeque, 2 


owing to the tah 
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by the Englifh adventurer 
que is the {mal 
The next thirty leagues of our journey being acrofs an 

extenfive defart, we prepared accordingly, and befides 
every one of us taking a fkin containing a gallon of water, 
we loaded a babes fe site eM as yeNe {ki ins as it : could 
hills of: fand formed te the 
or flower, or any other verdure whatever, 
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tent and fame appearance of the defert in every direction, 


added to the continual motion of the fand, rendered the 


tracks imperceptible, and often puzzles the moft experienc- 
ed guides—when thus at a lofs, they have too expedients 
to extricate themfelves from the labyrinth. The firft is, 
on their return from Lima, to keep diré@ly before the 
wind; and vice verfa on going to Lima. The fecond is to 
take up.a handful of the fand at different diftances, and 
{mell to it, for.as the excrements of the mules impregnate 
the fand they determine the road by the fcent of it.—We 
arrived at Sechura the 12th. on producing our paffports 
we were politely dated by an officer belonging 
at Piura, the capital of the 
eeeaea and arrived about noon 


Faccon 

to the edie he Oo wa 
diftri€t, whither we 
the next day. 

Thi famous for its being the firtt fettlement 
the Spaniards made in Peru. It was founded in 1531 by 
Don Francifco Pizarro, who alfo built the fir church in 
it. It was-erigin ally called San Miguel de Piura, and was 
rated in the valley of Fargafala, from whence on ac- 


is town is 


count of the deleterious qua lity of the air it was removed 
to where’ it now ftands, which is on a fandy plain. The 
houfes are cither of bricks or reeds, with only a ground 
floor. Here isan office of the royal revenue, fuperintend- 
ed by an accomptant or treafurer, who is relieved every 
fix months by another who refides at Paita;. at which 
port he is ftationed to receive the duties for all the goods 
imported, and alfo to prevent {mugeling; and at Piura for 
receiving the revenues and merchai idize, liable tothe duties, 


configned from the mountains of Luin’ ; or going from 
Tuinbez to Lima, 


This 
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This city contains near fifteen hundred inhabitants of 
the different cafis ; the climate is hot and very dry, not 
withitanding which itis very healthy, Here is an hofpi- 
tal under the care of the Bethlemites; and though patients 
afflicted with all kinds of diftempers are admitted, it is 
famous for the cure of a very fafhionable diforder among 
the bucks and blocds of the prefent day.—Accordingly 
here is a great aflembly of the wounded and difabled parti- 
zaus of the Cyprian corps, who are reftored to their for- 
mer health, by a lefs quantity of {pecific than is ufed in 
other countries, and alfo with greater facility and expe- 
dition, 


The whole of the territory of this jurifdiction produces 
only the maize, cotton, a few fruits and efculent vegeta- 
bles; the inhabitants apply themfelves to breeding of 
goats, great numbers of which are killed for their tallow 
and fkins, the former of which makes foap; for which 
they are fure of a good market at Lima, Quito, and Pana- 
ma. Their fkins are dreffed into cordovan leather, and for 
which there is .alfo a great demand in the above cities. 
Another branch of its commerce is the Pita, a kind of plant 
of which a very firong thread is made, They derive alfo 
great advantage from the hire of their mules; for 
all the goods fent from the northward to Lima are obliged 
to be tranfported hither on the mules of this province: 


and from the immenfe quantity of goods coming from all 


quarters, fome idea may be formed of the number of beafts 
employed in this trade; which continues throughout the 
year, but are prodigious at the feafon when the tivers are 
exhaufted by the drought and rendered fordable. 
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“being a diftance of upwards of fixty leagues 
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Our journey from Piura to Tumbez took us four days, 
, chiefly through 
aatet of fcorching fands, thick woods fwarming . with 
Mofquitoes, and over barren mountains; fometimés we 
followed the margin of the fea which had rendered the 
fands more compact, and eafier for the mulés; as they 
fink in the loofe fands fo as to render the way very tedi- 
ous and painful; fome part of the way can only be paffed 
at low water, and as the tide rufhes in with great rapidity, 
woe tothe traveller- who is overtaken by it; but with 
great perfeverance andextreme caution, on the fourth 
day in the evening we arrived fafely at Tumbez 


This was the fpot where the Spaniards firfi landed, 
rke6, under the command of Don Francifco Pizarro; 
into feveral conferences with the princes 


e 
of the country, who were vailals to the Incas; if the 


Indians were furprifed at the fightof the Spaniards, the 
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fatter were equally fo at the prodigious riches which met 
r 


eyes; on every fide the magnitude of tke palaces 
a 2 5 2 


tles, and temples, built of ftane, whofe ftren 


eur feemed to challenge the teft of time; but they 
kz 


roné, “¢ and dike the bafelefs fabrick-of a vifion, 
t not a wreck behind,” 


From Tumbez we departed at fun-fet in order to avoid 
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its feorching rays reflected fromm the fands, this diftance, 


, ; ’ 
which is feven leagues, is extremely troublefome, info- 
1 


much that it can never be performed in the day-time; 


for travelling feven leagues there and back, without ei- 


ther water or. fodder, ts too Jaborious for the mules -to 
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perform but in the night; there ad no frefh water to 
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of mules therefore never 
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fets out’ from Tumbez till an account is received that the 
goods are landed ready for them, otherwife they muft re- 
turn without, as it would be impoffible for them to make 


any flay. 
On the 16th. in the morning we embarked ona Bal- 
za from the coaft of Machala for Puna, and arrived 
there onthe y7th, a veffel Reig reai to failto Guayaquil, 
we embarked, and apleafant pafiage of three days car- 
ried us to that commercial city; weno fooner prefented 
orts at the Babahoyo, or soon houfe, than the 
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teft attention was fhewn us, and we were conducted 
by one of the principal officers; and as Don 


rey 

S 3.9 
cot ops 
@°) 
ms 
2 


y 
Alphonfo had fome letters ior the Corrigidore, we iimme- 
diately repaired to his refidence; unfortunately he was 
at that time at Quito; but we had no great caufe for 
regret, as we had other letters to people of the frft dif- 
tinclion, as well as credences to one of ‘the principal mere 
chants, at whofe houfe we e took up our abode. 

‘The great influx of ftrangers drawn hither by com- 
merce, has fo encreafed the number of its inhabitants that 
there is not a town of its fize fo populous throughout 
America: altho’ Guayaquil is as hot as almoft any part, 
itis very. fingular that the natives who have not experie 
enced a mixture of blood in their families, are frefh co- 
loured, and finely featured ; they are indeed reckoned the 
handtomeft in all Peru; and it is curious to obferve that 
notwithftanding the heat of the climate, the natives are 
not tawny; and that the Spaniards (who in furope are 
thought remarkably fo} have children by Spanifh women, 
extremely fairj;"what renders it the more fingular 1S, 
that other towns having the fame advantageous fituation, 
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ra) conilitutions of this climate. 
M4 greatly in the houfes of people of diftinétion, who gene- 


mh 1 PUTA Ime nr im + ~ beens f¢3 a 
produce ho imp rO* EN Hit in the complexion Of their inhabie 
s rc : J p ; 

tants; whereas, h ere, fair ate 


and the children have uni 
and the moft beautiful findcenel 
advantages, beftowed by nature, wir ar 
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rior to the inhabitants of the firft cities on this conti- 
nent in the no lefs captivating charms of dicls, 


and politenefs, 


The inhabitants of Guayaquil are very oftentatious 
in their entertainments; which is not very frequently re- 
lifhed by firangers. ‘The firit courfe is compofed of a va- 
riety of {weetmeats, the fecond of the moft poignant ra- 
goos, fricaffees, &. and thus they continue to ferve up 
an alternate fucceffion of fweet, and high feafoned dithes ; 


cal the moft common drink is grape brandy, cordials, and 
‘si 


wine; of all which they drink freely during the enter- 
; but U preferred the wine. Punch has been late- 


ly introduced, and has taken the lead of every other 
y ) 


| Wa liquor; as it has been found to agree very well with the 


It has therefore obtained 


rally take a glafs or two in the afternoon, and again in 
the evening. Thus at the fame time allaying their 
thirft, and correcting the ill qualities of the water, which 
near the town is very brackifh, and promotes an excef- 
five perfpiration:. this cuflom has become {fo prevalent 
and fafhionable, that the ladies punQually obferve it; 
and it not being made too potent becomes equally whole- 
fome and refrefhing. 


In the winter which commences in December and lafts 
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till May, the inhabitants of Guayaquil are affailed by 
the 
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ithe elements, the infects, and vermin, which feem to 
Hhave agreed together to plague and harafs the human 
i fpecies, The heat is intenfe and the rains continue day 
) and night for whole weeks, accompained by dreadful peals 
| of thunder, and flafhes of lightning, which appear like 
| fheets of fire, threatening univerfal rain and devaftation. 
The rivers,indignant at being circum{cribed by bounds, burft 
their limits, and overwhelm the adjacent country, In- 
nuberable {warms of infects and vermin infeft both air 
and ground in an intolerable degree—Snakes, vipers, 
) fcorpions, and various other infects infeft the houfes of the 
inhabitants, to whofe poifonous and deadly fangs many 
though they are not free from 
them all the year, yet at this time, they are fo numerous 
that it requires the greateft watchfulnefs, care and attention 


annually fall victims 


to keepthe beds clear from them. All perfons here, even the 
negro flaves, are obliged to have mofquito nets over their 
beds to keep of thefe noxious intruders. 


Though all hot climates fwarm with a variety of poi= 
fonous infects, yet they are no where known to be fo nu- 
merous and troublefome as at Guayaquil; they are alfo 
terribly peftered with rats, who are fo little afraid of the hu- 
man fpecies that they will not fuffer themfelves to be dif- 
turbed on the approach of any one, but continue undif- 
turbed at their meal, in the pantries or onthe fhelves, till 
knocked on the head. “Thefe inconveniences which feem 
infupportable to ftrangers little affect the natives, who 
being accuftomed to them from their infancy, are more 
aifected with the cold on the mountains, which Europe- 
ans fcarce feel, or at leaft think 
all thefe difagreeable invaders of 


very moderate, than with 
their repofe, 
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Our bufinefs detaining us no longer, we é¢mbarked on 
the 20th. of April for Caracol, where. after a difagreeable 
and tedious paflage of feven days we arrived. We faw many 
ayligate rs baiking on the banks, fome of them eighteen 
feet long; andin ai n nearly. refembling a Lizard; they lie 
with hele mouths wide open, till filled with mofquitos, 
flies, and other infe&ts, when they fuddenly clofe their 
jaws, and {wallow their prey; whatever may have been 
faid of this monfter, with regard to its fiercenefs and rapa- 
city, certain itis, they avoid a man, at leaft in the day 
time ; for on their approach they inftantly plunge into the 
water. Its whole body is covered with feales impenetrable 
toa mufket fhot, unlefs it hits them on the belly near 

the fore ae s, which ig the only place that 1s vulnera- 


ble. 


The alligator is an oviparous creature. The female 


0 


makes a larze hole in the fand, on the river’s fide, and 


gs, which are nearly equal to thofe 


there depo ofits her « g 


of an oftrich; -fhe generally tis to the- number of an 
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hundred, continuing in the fame place till fhe has done 


1g 
laying, which. is Benerayy two days; fhe then covers 
them with fand, and the better to conceal thei, {cratches 
up the fand a good diftance about the , then rolls herfelf 
all round, tnat the ground may appe ey fmocth 


and even. After this precaution ram late to the wae 
ter, till inflin@ informs her, ’tis time the young captives 
be delivered from their prifon; when fhe comes to the 
{pot followed by the male, and ferat ching up the fand, 
breaks the e but fo carefully that it is very rare that 
they injure prefently the fpot is covered 
with young a 

her, and takes as many as fhe can on her neck and 
fhoulders 


Pre 
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Thoulders to carry them to the water; peculiar birds of 
prey called the Gallinazos*, are always watching the mo- 
tion of the alligator at this feafon, te feize any of the 
firapgling fry ; and even the male alligator who comes 


for no other end, devours all that come ia his way; and 
U follow 


* THefe birds are inveterate enemies to the alligators, and 
extremely fond of their eggs, : 
great addrefs and fagacity. ‘They watch the female alligators 
during the whole fummer, the ise when they lay their eggs, 
The gallinazo lights ina neighbouring tree and conceals itfelf 
in the foliage, and there filently watches the careful dam, 
till the lays her eggs and retires; fhe is no fooner under the wa- 
ter than the feathered robber darts on the repofitory, and with 
its wings, claws and beak, tears up the fand, and devours the 
eggs; it is joined by a numerous herd of the fame fpecies, 
who flock from all parts and fhare in the fpoil. 


in finding which they evince 


This bird is of the fize of a turkey; from the crop to the bill, 
it has a wrinkled, rough ékin, covered with flefhy excreffences. 
its feathers are black, with a brownifh tint; the bill is flrong 
and a little croocked. They have fo quick a fcent that they 
will {mell a carcafe ten or twelve miles; and never leave it till 
they have reduced it to a fkeleton. 


When the gallinazos find no food in the towns; hunger 
forces them into the country, among the beafts in the paftures; 
and on iecing any of them with fores on their backs, they ftoop at 
it and attack the affected part. In vain the poor animal en- 
deavours to free itfelf from its tormentors, either by rolling 
on the ground or hideous cries ; for they never quit their hold, 
but with their bills and talons fo widen and lacerate the wound, 
that the creature foon expires, 
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follows the female till fhe reaches the water with the 
remaining few; for thofe which either fall from her back 


-ordo not fwim, fhe herfelf eats; fo that out of fuch a 


formidable brood, happily not more than four or five 
efcape. 


Thefe amphibious monfters are great deftroyers of 
fifh; it being their general food; they are very fagacious 
and cunning in obtaining their prey. Eight or ten-as 
it it were by agreement range acrofs the mouth of the 
river, whilft others of the, fame corps go a confiderable 
difance up the flream, alarm and purfue the finny tribe 
sownwards; by this manouvre fcarce a fifh of any fize 
efcapes them. When they have cleared the river of the 
hfh, they betake themfelvcs to the adjacent meadows, 
and feize on calves, colts, &c. and it is obferved that 
when once they have tafted flefh, they become fo fond 
of it as never to eat any more fifh, but when conftrained 
by the calls of hunger: children ftraying in the dark 
often become their prey, and having feized the viGim, 
they baften tothe water, where they drown it, and then 
rife to the furface and glut theanfelves at leifure. 


The inhabitants are very induftrious in catching and 
They take a piece of hard 
wood, pointed at both ends, covered with the lungs of 
forme animal, which they faften to a ftout thong, or rope, 
ihe end of which is fecured on the fhore; the beat feeing 
the lungs float on the water, fnaps at the bait, and fwal- 
lows it, wood and all; they then drag him afhore, and 
foon putan end to his exiftence, 


deftroying thefe monfters. 
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We were miferably tormented on our paflage by the 
mofquitoes; nor were we bet Shs on our arrival at Cae 
ue our journey with- 


the 


racol, which determined us to pur! 
out lofs 
beft mules, for which we paid fomething more, as the 
prices are fixed according to the fagacity and experience 
the beaft has had in this hazardous journey. 


sof time; fo having provided ourfelves with 


We left Caracol the 28th. 
favannah of twelve miles im extent, we arrived on the 
banks of a pleafant river, which we crofied feveral times 
in the courfe of the day; towards funfet we halted at a 
place called. Puerto de Mofquitos. The name of this 
place, where we were about to take up our lodging, plain-~ 
ly indicated what we had to expect, and indeed we were 
not miftaken; for it was no fooner dark than we were 
affailed by myriads of thefe infernal infects, fo that we 
and m. 


and traverfing an extenfive 


paifed the night in the moft excruciating torture; 
the fo mauled that we fcarce knew 
each other; eat pain we could purfue 


morning were 
and it was with gre 


our journey. 


Paffing through a very thick foreft, we were again fur- 
prifed at.the fame river being ftill, before us, and after 
fording it feveral tines, found ourfelves obliged to halt 
on its banks once more, to our great grief and. vexation ; 
as we expected our cruel tho’ diminutive foes to renew 
their attack; but whether they had been fatiated by freth 
objects, or loathed our tumid carcafles, already compleatly 
blown up by their fellows, whofe leavings they ¢ did not 
relifh, I know not, but although kept in continual alarm 
by their flumber-breaking hum, which in fpite of the 


day ’s fatigue, kept us awake nearly the whole night, we 
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did not experience any frefh attack. Our next ftagewas 
to Caluma, or the Indian poft. Here we fogeuaateta found 
a kind of habitation which had been built for a perfon of 
diftin&tion, who. had lately travelled this way, As we 
proceeded towards the mountains, we found a fenfible 
difference in the air, On the 2nd, of May we paffed a beauti- 
ful cafcade, t the water precipitating itfelf from a rock near 
feventy feet im height, the bafeof which is excavated 
thirty or forty Hees fo that you may pals between this 
immenfe colam an of water and the body of the rock 5 
which forms a a pleating and grand ApCarati 

From hence we continued our journey, and about imid- 
night reached Tarigagua, a town at the foot of the moun- 
tain, very much gen with our day’s march. Having 
paffed a tolerable night, ata little after feven in the morn- 
ing we commenced our afcenfion of the mountain of St. 
Antonia, and reaching about halfway, at one halted to 
ret the mules, and take fome refrethment. The difficulty 
of our progre(s this day almoft made us repent that we 
had not taken fhipping at Guayaquil. for Quito; for the 
toads were fo narrow, the paths fo flippery, and the 
precipices fo numerous and fteep, that the leait falfe ftep. 
of the mules muft have dafhed us into eternity. With 
great terror and anxiety we reached the fummit, when 
the defcent appeared to us equally replete with danger 


and di 


ificulty: all we had to do was to place our reliance 
on-the faithful and experienced animals who had brought 
us fo far on our journey; and our guides affured us, that 
with the beafts who now had the honour of fupporting us, 
we had nothing to fear; forthey were the moft fure and 

experienced on ‘this road.. Accordingly the animal pro- 
ceeded with the utmoft caution, and when gn the top of 


an 
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an-eminence where the declivity appeared too fteep for 
them-to keep their feet, they ftopped; and placing their 
fore feet clofetogether, but a little forwards, in order to 
fiop themfelves ; and drawing their hind feet alfo forwards, 
as if going to le down; in this attitude they paufe for a 
moment, as if to take a furvey of the road ;.then ftart 
dorward, and flide down with inconceiveable fwiftnefs. 
We had nothing to do but keep ourfelves faft in the faddle, 
without checking the beaft; for the leaft interruption 
would deftroy the equilibrium, and precipitate both down 
the moft frightful precipices. The addrefs of thefe crea- 
for in this rapid motion they 
follow the windings of the road, as if they had accurately 
reconnoitred the way and had predetermined the rout they 
were to follow. 


tures is really wonderful; 


‘T+.e animals appear thoroughly con- 
{cious of their danger, and though accuftomed to the 
road are never entirely free from a kind of dread or horror 
when they arrive at the top of a fteep declivity; for they 
{top without being checked, nor will they move forward 
till they have put themfelvesin the aforementioned pofture: 
and indeed feem to be actuated by reafon; for they not 
but tremble and {nort at 
the danger; which if the rider be not accuftomed to, or 


only attentively view the road, 


apprifed of thefe emotions, may fill them with terror and 
AR when the animal 5 eis a repugnance to pro- 

red, the Indians go before, and place themfelves along 
the fides cf the mountain, holding by the roots of trees, 
ate the animals with (Wowie till they at once ftart 


declivity. 


and anim 
down the 


Thefe flights, as I may call them, may perhaps extend 
to a hundred or a huidred and fifty feet; many there are 
that are not bordered with precipices, but then the road 


is 
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is fo narrow, that is is fcarce wide enough for your paf- 


fage ; and fhould any accident upfet the mule, its rider 


muft neceflarily be crufhed, and for want of room to 
difengage himfelf, feldom or ever comes off without a 
broken limb, if he efcapes with life. 


It is really curious to fee the poor animals after having 
overcome their firft emotions of fear, with what preci- 
fion they firetch out their fore legs to preferve an equili- 
brium, that they may not fall on either fide, and with 
what judgement and dexterity they incline their body to 
follow the feveral windings of the road; and laftly their 
addrefs in {topping themfelves when at the end of their 
impetuous career. Our mules had been long accuftomed 
to this rout and being efleemed the. moft experienced on 
the road, were highly valued for their {kill and addrefs. 


The afcending thefe fleeps are alfo attended with great 
fatigue and Jabour, being obliged to fend two three In- 
dians before with a kind of hoe, with which they cut 
trenches, or fteps to affilt the mules in their afcent; we had 
chofen the worft feafon for performing this journey asthe 
heavy rains had juft fet in, and defiroyed the-feotiteps of 
the mules that had pafied perhaps only a few days before, 
and the foil being chalky and continually wet render- 
ed it extremely flippery and difficult. 


We were two days encountering thefe horrible roads, 
when we came to a narrow pafs in the mountains, called 
by the Indians, Pucara, which fignifies a gate, a name, 
pofibly derived from its narrownefs and the natural 
firength of its fituation. The defcent from this place be- 
came more gradual, and in the eyening of the 7th. we — 
arrived 
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arrived at Chimbo. Here we were furprifed at being met 
by a multitude of the inhabitants, among whom were 
feveral religious, of the Dominican order, and the principal 
people of the town, who were came to congratulate us on 
ourfafe arrival. As we proceeded into the townthey formed 
themfelves into two bands, and finging and dancing on 
each fide us, efcortedus to the convent of the Dominicans, 
who hofpitably infifted on our becoming their guefts. 


This falutation of the inhabitants is not peculiar to the 
people of Chimba ; for there is no {mall emulation between 
the feveral towns in thefe diftriéts, in paying thefe con- 
evatulations, when perfons who have any appearance of 
re{pectability enter their towns. 


As we paffed the mountains of Pacura we defcended 
into a fpacious and fruitful plain, fome leagues in cir 
cumference, covered with wheat, barley, maize, and ather 
grain; this was a moft agreeable profpect to us, as we 
had now left the moft difagreeable part of our journey 
behind us, We were very hofpitably entertained at 
Guaranda by the holy fathers and its chief magiftrate, 
who detained us fome days in order to recover us from the 
fatigue we had undergone in crofling the mountaine. 


On the 12th. we proceeded onwards and began to crofs 
the defert of Chimborazo, leaving the mountains on the 
left; now the greateft inconvenience we underwent pro= 
ceeded from the cold, the fnow lining completely the fides 
of the hills, though the road was not free from irregular 
heights and precipices ; but this was child’s play to what we 
had before paffed. After pafling the night in our tent, 
near the ruins of an ancient palace of the Incas, the.next 
day 
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day at noon we reached Mocha; this being a very paltry 
village with not more than half adozen houfes, after taken 


a flight refrefhment we purfued our way, and reached 


Hambata, a village of the fame defcription, where we 
took up our night’s lodging. 


After paffing the river of St, Mignel we arrived at 
Latacunga, where we dined, and in the evening refted at 
Mula Halo. We rofe early, and as we approached Quito 
faw the remains of many grand edifices, formerly the res 
fidences of the princes of the country : towards the clofe 
of this day’s journey we came to the foot of a mountain, 
from whofe fummit we could fee the city of Quito, about 


nine miles diftant: we pafled the night ina tambo, at 
the foot of the hill. 


Having the land of Proanife before us, we fet of at day 
Break, and traverfing Tura Bamba, or the muddy plain, 
which only has any affinity to its name but in the depth 
of winter, being interfperfed with beautiful plantations: 
aud feats of people of the firft ditin@iion: We entered 
the city of Quito before noon. We alighted at an inn to 
give us time to rub of the duft, and make ourfelves a 
little decent before we made our appearance in the prefence 
of Don Alphonfo’s friends, who were people of the firft 
rank. 


In order to form an adequate idea of the country we 
paffed in this difagreeable journey, it will be but fair, after 
being foparticularin defcribing the unpleafant parts, and the 
dangers to which we were expofed, to fay fomething of its 
productions, &c. The lands, between Caracol aad Guar- 
anda are of two forts; the firft extending to Tarigagua ig 
emtirely 


(157) 
entirely lével; and the fecond, whicli begins at that place; 
wholly mountainous; both of which till beyond the pafs of 
Pucara are full of thick forefts. Ihe mountains which 
from this chain of the Andes are, on the weft fide; 
covered with woods, but are entirely bare on the eaft 
fide. Among 
has its fource. 


thefe mountains the river of Guayaquil 


The level parts being the warmeft, are inhabited by 
great numbers of birds and animals, among the latter are 
a {pecies of monkey, called Marimonday, which are fo 
very large that when flanditig erect they are more than 
five feet high; they are black and very ugly, but eafily 
tamed; we faw many of them at Quito. 


In the forefts is a remarkable tree which they call Mata- 
palo, or kill-tree; it is of itfelf weak, but growing con- 
tiguous to another of confiderable bulk, infinuates itfelf 
ia contact with it; and when thus fupported, by its quick 
growth prefently fhoots above it, when expanding its 
branches it deprives its neighbour of the rays of the fun: 
nor is this all, for by imbibing the juices of the earth, 
the other withers and dies. After which it becomes lord 
of the foil, and increafes to fuch a bulk that the Indians 
make canoes of it; for which it is better adapted than 
any other timber, berng very light and fibrous. 


Having refrefhed and put ourfelves in a decent trim we 
proceeded to the refidence of Don Miguel d’ Ibarra, a 
near relation of Don Henriques, who filled the poft at 
Quito, of Protector de los Indios (protector of the Indians) 
under whofe father Don Henriques had f{tudied in order to 
qualify him fer the fame fituation, which he now filled at 
Ste Jago. | 

x We 
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We found Don Miguel a middle aged man of the mof 
engaging manners and’ cheerful deportment ; bleffed with 
an amiable {poufe and a numerous offspring of ten beauti- 
ful cherubs, the eldeit of which had not attained its eighth 
year. .Our reception was one of thofe kind of welcomes 
that not only delighted for the moment, but madea lafting 
impreffion on the heart. 


In this hofpitable and friendly manfion we refided 
during our flay at Quito, which was nearly three months, 
every day of which we experienced frefh proofs of friend- 
Ship from our worthy hoft. * He was indefatigable in inform- 
ing his young relation, Don Alphonfo, on every fubject 
worthy his attention, and gave hima clear idear of the 
importance of this extenfive province, analyzing its go- 
vernments and minutely defcribing not only the feveral 
jurifdictions into which they are divided, but even every 
individual town, with geographical, hiftorical, political, 
and phyfical obfervations on each; which to recapitulate 
would {well this volume to the bulk of a folio; I fhall 
therefore, for the prefent content myfelf with a few of the 
moft prominent particulars; as the defcription‘of the city, 
cuftoms and tempers of the inhabitants, natural pro- 
du@tions, &c. 


The town of Quito is a few miles to the fouthward of 
the Equinoctial line, about 120 miles to the eaftward of 
the Sea Coait: on the northweft is the famous mountain 
and defert of Pinchincha. The city is built on the bafe 
of that mountain and furrounded by others of a middling 
height, the irregularity of the ground renders the ftreets 
very uneven and difagreeable, as well with regard to ap- 
pearance as convenience. It is not eafily reconcileable to 
the 
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the gerieral good fenfe of thé inhabitants, that having 
two fuch beautiful plains fo near the city that they fhould 
prefer fo unfavourable a {cite ; for, though latterly there 
has been no fiery irruptions, yet the mountain was for- 
merly a volcano ; at prefent no fmoke or figns of fire aré 
vifible, yet the inhabitants are frequently alarmed by 
fubterraneous noifes caufed by wind confined in its bowels, 
which call to their minds the tradition of their fore fathers, 
®f the devaftations which have formerly happened, Pin- 
chincha is reckoned more than two miles in heighth, and 
near its fummit covered with ice and {now, confiderable 
quantities of which are brought to the town, to cool the 
liquors and fruit of people of fafhion. 


The inequalities of the ftreets | 
from the convenience of coaches 
riages. 


, or any other wheel car- 
Perfons of rank, have fervants attending them: 
with large parafols; and the ladies are carried in {edans. 
Here is a large fquare in which are the public offices, the 
palace of the audience, thecathedral, and Epifcopal palace. 
The four ftreets terminating at the angles of the {quare 
are ftrait, broad, and handfome, and which are the only 
Ones in any degree tolerable. 


The principal houfes are large, and have fpacious apart- 
ments, but moft have but the ground floor. The ma- 
terials are unburnt bricks which lafa long time if fhelter- 
ed from the rain; they are cemented together by a fpecies 
of mortar, of uncommon hardnefs, the fecret of making 
which they derived from the Indians, who ufed it in their 
buildings; many remains of which are {till to be {een in 
all parts of the kingdom ; notwithitanding the remarkable 
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inclemency 
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inclemency of the weather; a fufficient proof of 
firength and duration. 2 


The city isdivided into feven parifhes. The cathedral 
is {plendidly adorned with tapeftry and other coftly decos 
rations ; but the other parifh churches are fo mean that 
fome of them have {carce the requifites to perform publick 
There are feveral colleges, monafteries, and 
nunneries, the churches of which are well built and richly 
decorated, efpecially on folemn {eltivals, when it is amaz- 
ing to behold their vaft treafure of wrought plate, tich 
hangings and coltly ornaments, which heighten the folem- 
nity of the Parihip and increate the reputation of them 


worlhip. 


for their magnificence. 


The felivals of Corpus Chrifti, and the Conception of 
the Bleffed Virgin are celebrated with great pomp; when 
all the courts, offices, and perfons of eminence always 
afift, Fhe fingular ceremony ot the proceffion of the 
hoft is worthy obfervation. All the houfes in the ftreets 
through which it paffes are decorated with rich hangings ; 
ttiumphal arches are erected with fuperb a altars at ft fe 
diftances,. on we the {pectator fees immenfe quantities 
of plate.and jewells, fancifully difpofed in fuch an elegant 
manner as to het the affemblage more pleafing than 


the prodigious quantity of riches. 


A month before the celebration of thefe feafls the 
parties fele& a number of Indians, who are to be the 
dancers. Thefe immediately begin to practice the dances 
they ufed before their converfion to chriftianity. Within 
a few days of the folemmnity they drefs themfelves in a 
doublet 
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doublet, a fhirt and a woman’s petticoat, adorned in the 
gaudieft manner they can devife. Over their ftockings 
they wear a kind of pinked bufkins on which are faftened 
anumber of fmall bells. Their face they cover with a 
mafk formed .of different coloured ribbons. Drefied 
this fantaftical manner, they call themfelves angels, unite 
jn companies of eight or ten, and rove about the ftreets, 
highly delighted with the tinkiing of their bells: thinking 
it a religious duty, without fee or reward they con- 
tinue this ridiculous. exercifea whole fortnight before the 
fetival and a month after it, without minding their oc- 
cupations or their families, rambling about the whole day 
without being either tired or difguited, though the num- 
ber of their admirers daily decreafe, and the applaufe which 
they at firft univerfally receive is at length turned into 
ridicule, and contempt. 


Quito is very populous, and contains fome families of 
high rank and diGinetien, ; though their number is {mall 
confidering its extent: the poorett claffes bearing here too 
great a proportion. The former are the defeendants either 
of the original conquerors, or perfons who have poffefled 
lucrative flise and have preferved their luftre both of 
wealth, and defcent by intermarriage, without intermixing 
with bafer families though fameus for their riches. “The 
inhabitants are much the fame as. in the other towns, be- 
ing compofed of Spaniards, Meftees, Indians,, and Negroes. 
A Spaniard here fignifies a perfor defcended front a Spant- 
ard without a mixture of blood; many Meftees having a 
frefh complexion appear to be Spaniards; they are the 
defcendants of Spaniards and Indians, and fome have fach 
fair complexions, that were it not for fome particular 
marks which betray them when viewed attentively they 
eat : might 
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might pafs for whites. Thefe figns are a remarkable low- 
nefs of forehead which Jeaves but a fmall {pace between 
their hair and eyebrows, and the hair grows remarkably 
forward on the temples, and is harfh, lank, and very 
black; their nofe very fmall, thin, and has a prominence 
in the middle, rather approaching to the aquiline; thefe 
befides fome dark marks on the hody, are fo conftant and 


invariable as to make it very difficult to coneeal the de- 
generacy of their blood. 


The generality of the Spaniards, as is reafonable to 
fuppofe, are the molt eminent for riches, rank, and power ; 
yet they are in proportion, the moit poor, miferable, and 
diftreffed ; as they would rather ftarve than apply them- 
felves to any mechanical bufinefs, confidering it as an in- 
delible ftain to that quality they fo much value themfelyes 
on; which confifts ina purity of blood, and not being 
of a black, brown, or copper colour. The Meftees whofe 
pride is regulated by prudence readily apply themfelves to 
arts and trades. The Indians are generally bricklayers, 
dhoe-makers, weavers, &c. &c. but they are all indolent 
and flothful to a proverb ; for example, if you want a pair 
of fhoes, you are often obliged to procure the materials, 
feize on the Indian, and lock him up till they are finithed. 
This is.owing toa bad cuftom, that of paying before hand; 
for when once the Indian has got the money he {pends it 
all in Chica*, fo that while the money lafts he is never 
fober ; and ‘it is natural to think that it well not be eafy 
afterward to prevail on him to work for what he has al- 
ready {pent. , 


Their 


* This liquor is made from maize, by the following procefs. 
| The maize after being foaked in water till it begins to grow, is 


dried 
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Their drefles here are fomething different from thofe at 
Lima, The men wear a black cloak, under which they: 
havea long coat, reaching down to their knees, with clofe 
fleeves, open at the fides, without folds ; along the feams 
of the body as well as on the fleeves are button holes, and 
two rows of buttons for ornament. In every other par- 
ticular people of fortune are very magnificent and profufe 
in their drefs, wearing commonly gold and filyer tifluese 


The Meftees in general wear a blue cloth, manufa@turs 
edin the country ; and though the loweft clafs of Spaniards 
‘are very ambitious of diftinguifhing themfelves from 
them, either by the colour or fathion of their cloaths, little 
difference is to be feen betwixt them. 


The Indians have adrefs peculiar to themfelves, which 
confifts of a pair of coarfe white cotton trowfers, which 
reach to the calf of the leg, and are edged with a lace fuit- 
able to the ftuff. In lieu ofa fhirt they wear a black cot- 
ton frock made in the form of a bag with three openings 
in the bottom, the middle one for the head, and the cor- 
ner ones for the arms, and this covers their naked bodies 
to theirknees. Over this they wear akind of ferge cloak 
with a hole inthe middle to put their head throygh; a 
hat made by the natives completes their drefs ; and which 

they 


dried in the fun, then parched a little, and at laft ground. The 
flour after it has been well kneaded, is put into a large veffel; 
and left two or three days to ferment. Its tafte is nearly that of 
indifferent cyder. It is a refrefhing, n urifhing and aperittve li- 
quor, but it will not keep more than eight or ten days without 
turning four, | 


Tbe aa RST SRR ADL Ne LN WN EL GEM 


Jato ie en rmrnrgee eteren tne terre 
% 


€ 164 ) 


they never lay afide, not event while they fleep; and 
ufe has fo enured them to the weather, that without any 
additional cloathing, or covering for their legs or feet, 
they travel in the colde(t parts with the fame indifference 
as inthe warmeft. 


Lhofe who have acquired fome fortune, particularly the 
barber furgeons, who are the moft induftrious atid active 
among them, are very careful to diftinguifh themfelves 
fiom their countrymen, both by the finenefs of their 
trowfers and alfo by wearing a fhirt, though without 
fleeves. Round the neck of their thirt they wear 4 lace 
three inches in breadth, hanging intirely round like a ruff. 
A favourite piece of finery is gold or filver buckles for 
their fhoes; but they wear no ftockings or other covering 
on their legs. Inftead of ferge they wear a cloak of fine 


cloth, and not unfrequently adorned with gold or filver 
lace. | 


The drefs of the ladies are fo nearly fimilar to thofe of 
Lima, that a defcription would be too like a repetition, and 
tedious, The Caciqueffes or Indian women who are mar- 
ried to the Alcaydes and other officers, are careful to dif- 
tinguifh themfelves from the common people by their 
habits, which is a petticoat of baize decorated with rib- 
bons; over this they wear a black manteau, wholly open 
on ote fide, plaited from top to bottom, and faftened 
round the waift with a girdle: inftead of a veil they have 
a piece of fine linen dyed black and plaited very full, hang- 
ing down from the back part of their head almoft to the 
bottoti of the petticoat. This they faften before with a 


Targe filver bodkin. Their head drefs ig a piece of fine 


Hinen curionfly plaited, and the ends hanging down behind} 
this 


this is worn both for diftinGion and ofriament; alfo to 
| preferve themfelves from the heat of the fun. 
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Thefe ladies, that their fuperiority fhould not be dif- 
puted, never appear abroad without fhoes. Their dreffes, 
with thofe univerfally worn by Indians, either men or wo~ 


men, are the very fame with thofe ufed in the time of 
the Incas, in order to diftinguifh the feveral claffes. The 
Caciques at prefent ufe no other than that worn by the 
opulent Meftees, namely, the cloak and hat; but the 
fhaes are what chiefly diftinguifhes them from the com- 


mon Indians. 


The men, both Creoles and Spaniards, are well made, 
of a good ftature, and a lively, agreeable countenance. 
The Meftees, in general are well made, and rather taller 
than the common fize, very robuft and tolerably well | 
featured. The Indians, both men and women are gener- | 
ally fhort, but well made and very {trong, though more 
defects are obferved among them than in the other claffes: 
fome are dwarfs, fome dumb and blind, others deficient in 
fome of their limbs, Their hair is thick and long, and 
they are fo fond of it that to cut it off would be the 
ereateft affront you could offer them. Any other punifh- 
ment their maflers think proper to infli@, they bear with 
a paflive refignation; but this isan injury they never 
would forgive; and accordingly government has found it 
neceflary to interpofe and permit this punifhment only for 
the moft atrocious crimes. The Mefiees by way of dif- 
tinguifhing themfelves from the Indians cut off their 
hair, but the women do not follow their example. The 
Indias have no beard, and the only alteration occafioned ii 
by theirarriving at vears of maturity, isa fewftraggling = 
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hairs on their chin, but fo fhort and thin as never to re- 
quire the vifitation of a razor; nor have either-males or 
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' females any indications of the age of puberty. 


The want.of proper employments added to the natural 
floth of thefe people, and the great negleét of education 
in the common claffes, are the caufes of that fondnefs for 
balls and entertainments, and which are carried to fuch 
a degree of licentioufnefs, as is feldom equalled, and never 
to be excceded in any country: this is the effect of the 
rum and chica which are drank in great quantities on thefe 
occafions, 


it is remarkable that the Indian women, whether maids 
or married, and the young men, before they-are of an age 
to contract matrimony, are never guilty of thefe excefles ; 
it being a maxim among them, that none but the mafters 
of families have the privilege of getting drunk; who 
when they are unable to take care of themfelves have 
others to take care of them. 


In thefe entertainments the women prefent the calabathes 
of chica to their hufbands till their fpirits are exhilerated, 
then one plays on the tabor and pipe, while the others 
dance, and when tired with exercife and intemperance, 
they all lie down promifcvoufly together; without re- 
garding whether they be clofe to the wife of another, or 
‘their own fifter or daughter. Thefe entertainments fome- 
times continue feveral days, till the prieft comes among 
them ; who throws away all the chica, deftroys the jugs 
and difperfes the affembly. It muft be however underftood 
that no perfon of rank or character is ever feen at thefe 
affemblies, 

Gaming 


©. top] 


Gaming is alfo in the lift of their vices, and in this 
perfons of rank and opulence lead the way ; and of courfe 
their exampleis followed by their inferiors, oftentimes to 
the entire deftruGtion of themfelves and families. “Thole 
who have become dupes to fortune frequently have re- 
courfe to theft; in which they are very artful and dex- 
terous. They do not want for affurance and audacity in 
committing a robbery, though otherwife arrant cowards. 
At dark they ftrip themfelves to their trowfers, and 
greafing themfelves all over, lay in wait for the paflenger, 
dart upon him and fnatch his hat, with which they are. 
fure to get clear off; for if you feize them in the fact 
they flipthrongh your fingers like an eel, and being ex- 
ceeding fwift of foot it is impoffible to overtake them. 
However trifling the prize may feem, it is very often of 
confiderable value, being in general of white beaver, and 
worth from fifteen to twenty dollars; befides the band of 
cold or filver lace, moftly faftened with a gold buckle fet 
with diamonds or emeralds. No other kind of highway 
robbery is known here; but burglaries are not unfrequent; 
in order to prevent this as much as poffible, the ftreets 
are patroled all night; and in cafe any are committed the 
oficer of the guard is obliged to make reftitution. 
Meftees and Indians do not deem the taking any eatables 
as arobbery. 


In Quito and all the towns and villages under its ju- 
rifdiction, different dialects are fpoken; Spanifh being no 
lefs common than the Indian. “The Creoles ia particular 
ufe the latter with the former; but both are wretchedly 
adulterated with factitious, barbarous, words and ex- 
preffions. The firft language generally fpoken by the 
children is that of their Indian nurfes, many of whom un- 


derftand 


Pint eR A sees tas eg ak Ce 


AA er eh een ee rer neem et ten preven 


%, 


€ 168 3} 


derftand not a word of Spanifh. Thus the children -be- 
ing firft ufed to the Indian pronunciation, the impreffion 
is fo ftrong on their mindsthat few can be taught to fpeak 
the Spanifh before they are five or fix years old; and the 
corruption adheres fo {trong to them, that they fpeak a 
jargon compofed of both: this alfo obtains among the 
Europeans, and even perfons of rank, when they begin to 
underitand the language of the country; fo that a Spani- 
ard himfelf not accuftomed to their dialeét has often need 
of an interpreter. : iy 


Their marriages appear the moft eccentrick f their 
cuftoms; for they never make choice of one who has not 
been previoufly enjoyed; which they confider as a cer- 
tain. indication of their perfonal attractions. V 


n 
bride; he afks her of her father, and having cbtained his 
eonfent, they begin to cohabit together as man and wife, 
and heaffiitsthe father-in-law in bis avocations, At the end 
of three or four months, fometimes a whole year, he 
quits the lady without any ceremony, frequently reproach- 
ing the intended father-in-law for endeavouring to impofe 
on him a wife whom nobody had thought worthy to make 
a bedfellow. But if no difguft arifes on this account, or 
any other, after paffing three or four months in this com- 
merce, to habituate themfelves to each other, they marry. 
‘Uhis cuftom is ftill prevalent in Ipite of the endeavours of 
the whole body of the clergy to put a flop toit. Accor- 
cingly they are obliged to be abfolved froin this fin befere 
they give thein the nuptial benediction. 


Their oftentation in rendering the laft offices to their 
deceafed relations exceeds all bounds; 


and in many in- 
{tances 
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ftances has been the ruin of the furvivers, in endeavouring 
by a ridiculous emulation to furpafs each other. The 
deceafed muft have died in very mean circumftances in- 
deed, if all the religious communities, together with the 
chapter of the cathedral, are not invited to his funeral, 
which confifts of upwards of two hundred perfons; and 
during the procedion the bells are tolled in all the 
churches, and the obfequies are performed in the moft 
expenfive manner. ‘The houfes are filled with jugs of 
chica for the folace of the mourners and vifitors; the 
Jatter go out into the ftreets and inyite all that pafs by ta 
eome in and drink to the honour of the deceafed. This 
ceremony lafts four or five days, and fometimes more. 


a 


vicinity;hut what renders this equality delightful is, that it 
is con{tant all the year; and their fummer and winter nearly 
the fame. The mornings are cool, the remainder of the day 
warm, the evenings and nights of the moft agreeable tem- 
perature. The winds are healthy, and they have contin- 
ual refrefhing breezes, but never any violent gales; the 
ufual points they blow from are North and South, though 
they are fometimes variable, without any regard to the 
feafon of the year. Thefe continual breezes protect the 
country from the violent and difagreeable impreffions of 
the ardent rays of the fun, fo intolerable in moft climates 
in the fame perallel of lattitude: and were it not for 
fome inconveniences to which it is fubjeét, it might be 
confidered as one of the moft happy {pots on the globe, 


Its fcourges are fo dreadful that its beauties are not 
fufficiently ample to compenfate; for here are the moft 
& 7 . 

terrible 
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terrible and amazing tempefts of thunder and lightning, 
and the ftill more deftructive earthquakes, which often 
furprize and confound the inhabitants ini the midft of fecuri- 
ty. The whole morning till noon, the weather will ex- 
hibit a bright fun, ada ferene, clear fky; prefently the 
vapours begin to rife and the whole atmofphere is dis- 
figured with black and threatening clouds, which bring 
fuch dreadful peals of thunder and lightning, that all the 
neighbouring mountains tremble, and the city too often 
feels their dreadful effeGts. Impeteous torrents defcend 
with that violence that the ftreets are rendered impaffable, 
and many houfes wafhed away by the deluge. This dread- 
fulfcene lafts till fun fet, when it clears up, and nature 
refumes the beautiful appearance of the morning. Some- 
times the rains continue all night, and they have been 
known to laft three or four days to the terror of the in- 
habitants, and the deftru€tion of great part of their pro- 


perty. 


The difference between the feafons is not very percep- 
tible to €rangers; the interval between September and 
April are the winter months, during which the rains pre- 
vail, the fummer months are very fine, but fhould a fort- 
night elapfe without rain, the inhabitants are alarmed, and 
public prayers are offered for its return. On the other 
hand, when they continue any time and they are any ways 
incommoded by them, they are poffeffed with the like 
fears, and the churches are filled with fupplicants for 
fine weather; for too much rain deftroys the fruits of the 
earth, anda drought is productive of dangerous diforders: 
thus are they under continual apprehenfions. The rains 
are not only defirable to allay the intenfe heat of the fun, 
but highly beneficial in cleanfing the flreets, which frons 
the 
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the extreme filthinefsof the common people would be 
infupportable. 


From fome unknown quality in the air, Quito is al- 
moft entirely free from all kinds of infeéts which infect 
hot climates, except the Nigua, or what in the Weft 
Indies is vulgarly called a Jigger. It is fomething like 
a flea in fhape, but infinitely fmaller, it infinuates itfelf 
into the feet and legs fo imperceptibly that you can fearce 
be aware of them; the firft indication of their having 
made a lodgement, is an itching of the part refembling 
the fenfation caufed by a childblain; they are at firft ex- 
tracted with little pain, but if fuffered to make good their 
quarters, they form a neft between the fkin and the fleth; 
where they lay their eggs, and according to their nums 
ber the neft increafes in fige to a quarter of an inch, or 
more ; they become extremely painful, and if not extracted 
will make their way to the bone; of which I have feen 
many fhocking inftances, owing to the floth and filthi- 
nefs of the people. The greateft nicety is required in 
extracting them, if unfortunately the neft fhould burft, 
the greateft care fhould be taken to clear away all the 
roots, particularly not to leave the Jigger behind; for 
before the wound could be cured there would be a new 
colony further within the flefh, and confequently the 
cure muft be more painful and difficult. 


The degrees of heat and cold are fo happily determined 
that there is a never ceafing moifture, and the earth feldom 
or never fails of being cherifhed by the fertilifing beams 
of the fun, fome part of every day; and there being no 
fenfible difference of the feafons, the ftranger is agreeably 
furprifed 
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furprifed with the appearance of the fruits and beéautics 
of the feveral feafons at the fame time. 
The agricultural operations of reaping and fowing are 
alfo performed together; for while that corn which has 
been recently fown is coming up, that which has been 
longer in the earth, 
begins to bloffom. 


is in its blade, and the more advanced 
So that the faces of the neighbour- 
ing hills exhibit all the beauties of the four feafons at a 
fingle view. 


Provifions of all kinds are in the greateft abundance, and 
in delicacy inferior to no country whatever. 
is fold in the market, by quarters, for four Rials, about 
Englith ; 
Jame manner, and when very prime, a whole carcafe will 
Other fpecies are fold by the lump, and 


the price regulated by cuftom. 


¢ 


two Shillings and three-pence, mutton in the 


fetch a dollar. 
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only confift of all th 
alfo of thofe natura 


e congenial to warm climates, but 
fo colder regions; as ftrawberrics, 

tines, &c. Fruit is the firft 
thing ferved up at table, and th re laft taken away; befides 
the peesttal contraft, they 43 m with the other difhes; 
t alter- 
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apples, pears, peaches 


it is a cuftom sof rank, to eat 


among the people 
nately with their other rad 3s of which there is always 
great variety, 

Added to thefe natural the province of 
Quito poflefles numerous gold mines, many of which 
been abandotted, and the 
remembrance of the opulence 


of 


s have 
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of former times ftill fubfifts: not only the capital but the 
towns and villages were then very populous, and many 
of the individuals were famous all ovef Peru for their 
prodigious wealth. The rich mines in the jurifdidtion 
of Maeas were irrecoverable loft by a revolt of the Indians, 
and the fituation of them entirely forgot. The mines 
of Zaruma have alfo been abandoned for want of a fuffi- 
cient number of hands, and the art of working the ore 
loft. The fame decline now feems to pervade the whole 
ptovince; the fertility, as natural to the climate, ftill 
continues in all its plenty; but fcarce the fhadow of its 
former luftre and magnificence remains; that immenfe 
wealth in which it once gloried’is no more, and the riches 
of the country lie buried in its bofom; the fertility of the 
foil cannot alone fupply their wants; fo as to f{pread 
through the provinces an air of opulence and grandeur 
like thofe obfervable in the other provices of Peru; where 
by the circulation of filver there is an univerfal. appear- 
ance of affluence, fplendour and gaiety. 


The commerce of the province of Quito is chiefly con- 
duied by Europeans, The manufactures of the pro- 
vince are cottons, various cloths, and ftuffs; which meet 
with a good market at Lima, for fupplying the interior 
provinces of Peru. Gold and filver fringes, wine, bran- 
dy, oil, copper, tin, and quick-filver, are the principal re- 
turns. The traders at the time of the galleons arriving 
at Carthegena, repair hither to purchafe Ruropean goods, 
which at their return, they difperfe throughout the ex- 


tenfive kingdom of Peru, 


A trade is carried on, by the inferior order of the peo- 
ple, in wheat, and would admit of great improvement, 
were 


Ca 


were not the freights fo exceflively high, that the trouble 
and expence of carrying it to thofe parts where there is 


a {carcity of grain, renders it almoft impoflible to get a 
living profit, 


The inland or reciprocal commerce confiflsin the barter 
of the produce of one jurifdiction, for thofe of another, 
and is.a conftant incentive to the induftry among the in- 
habitants of the villages, and the lower clafs. This 
trade is attended with confiderable profit to the traders, 
and advantage to the country ; as almoit sall _perfons who 
co not refide in the capital, wear goods manufactured in 
the country; as thofe from Europe are fo high priced, 
that only people of affluent fortunes can afford to wear 
them; therefore the quantities of cloths and ftuffs worn 
in this country are immenfe: and to this ina great mea- 
fure is owing the happy and profperous ftate of the 
province, 
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VW 7 Es now began to think of preparing for our journey 

to Mexico, and as Don Miguel had fome concerns 
which rendered ‘his prefence necceffary at St. Miguel 
D’Ibarre, where he had fome large pofleffions, he accom- 
panied us fo far on our journey. This town isthe capital 
of the jurifdiGtion, and is fituated in an ‘extenfive plain, a 
{mall diftance to the weftward of the Cordilleros, and is 
betwixt two beautiful rivers which keep the whole plains. 
in a perpetual verdure, 


The dampnefs of the foil is attended with fome incon- 
veniences, as it rots the foundation of the houfes, and caufes 
them to be frequently under repair. It is of a tolerable 
fize, with broad fireets, built'at right angles: here are 
many ftately edifices of ftone, the middling fort are of 
brick, and all tiled with a beautiful red tile, which from 
the purity of the clay appears to be highly varnifhed, 
and produces a very pleafing effet. It is furrounded by 
a fuburb, inhabited by Indians whofe cottages are neat, but 
mean and poor; as in the generality of places in this 
country. It is fuppofed to contain about twelve thoufand 
fouls. 


Here we continued fome time, during which we took 
feyeral rides about the neighbourhood. The air is mild 
Z 2 and 
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und temperate, and moft of the farms have plantations of 
fugar canes, from whichthey make great quantities of 
fugar. Thofe near the mountains are cultivated for maize, 
wheat, and barley; here are alfo great numbers of fheep, 
and goats; and the Indians weave a confiderable quantity 
ef cloth and cotton, 


Don Miguel having procured us freth letters of credit 
for Panama; and given usa ftrong recommendation to the 
governor, we took leave; and proceeding weftward foon ar- 
rived at Tumaco, a fmall port in the jurifdiction of 
Acamanes; where a brig being on the point of failing, we 
embarked for Panama; and arrived in that harbour on the 
20th, of September, after a tedious paffage of three weeks, 
This harbour is called Perico, and is the rendezvous of 
the Peruvian fleet daring the fair at Porto Bello; and 


is never without a number of {mall coatting veflels of all 
denominations, 


Our reception by the governor was remarkably kind 
and flattering; and during our ftay in this town we were 
continually attended by two of his gentlemen, who by 
their good offices rendered the time we remained here very 
agrecable, 


This town makes a very handfome appearance, and the 
Rtreets both of the city and fuburb are flrait, broad, and 
well paved. The houfes were formerly of wood, but 
the town being almoft entirely deftroyed by fire, the 
greater part of them are rebuilt with ftone. The deco- 
rations of the private houfes are elegant but not coftly ; 
and the inhabitants are not fo immenfely rich as in fome 
parts of America, yet all have a fufficiency, and nay 
oO 
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of them wealthy; fothat if Panama be not claffed among 
the moft opulent ; it is far from being of the loweft clafs 
of towns. 


Though from its fituation it might produce abundance of 
grain, and fruit, as well as other towns in its neighbour- 
hood; but the inhabitants are fo attached to commerce, 
that agriculture ts totally neglected, and the land left en- 
tirely to nature. From hence proceeds a {carcity of the 
fruits of the earth, and confequently they are fold ata 
very high price; as the inhabitants are obliged to be fup- 
plied with every thing, either from the coaft of Peru, or 
places in its own jurifdiction. 


The commerce of this town is very extenfive, it being 
the general depot of the treafure from Peru, as alfo of all 
the European goods brought up the river Chagre, from 
Porto Bello, and Carthagena. The prefident of Panama 
+5 invefted with the power of licenfing one or two flips 
every year, to goto the different provinces of New Spain, 
who bring from thence, tar, naptha, and cordage for the 
veffels that frequent the port of Panama. 


The dearnefs of provifions in this city and its diftric, 
occafioned by the great confumption, and their receiving 
jt from other provinces, is amply compenfated by. the 
value and guantity of the pearl found in its gulph; there 
are few perfons in the town who do not employ ail, or 
great partof their flaves in this valuable trade; and as a def- 
cription of the fifhery may not be unentertaining, I fhall 
give it a place in this letter. 


The Negroes employed in this fifhery muft be expert 
{wimmers, and capable of holding their breath a long time, 
as 
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as their bufinefs is performed at the bottom-of ‘the fea, 
The owners fend parties of them to the iflands in the 
gulph, where they build themfelves huts; as they are 
fometimes out for a week together. Fight or ten of thefe 
negroes in agang with a fuperintendant, go to fuch pats 
where they know there are beds of thefe oylters, and 
come to an anchor in ten or twelve fathoms; then faf- 
tening a cord round their bodies, the other end of which 
is fecured to the boat, they take a {mall weight to ac- 
cellerate their finking, and plunge into the water. On 
reaching the bottom, they pick up the oyfter, - which 
they put under the left arm; the fecond they hold in their 
Jeft hand, and the third in their right; with thefe three 
oyfters, and frequent! y another in their mouth, they rife 
to breathe, and depofit their prize ina bag. -When they 
have refted themfelves awhile, and recovered their br ath, 
they dive a fecond time; and thus continue till they have 
compleated their tafk. 


Each of the divers is obliged to deliver to his mafter 
fo many pearls per diem; fo when they have got their 
number of oyfters, they begin to open them, and deliver 
the pearls to the fuperintendant, till they have made up 
the number due to their mafters; if the pearls are ever fo 
fmall, fo they are formed, it is fufficient. The remainder, 
however large and valuable, are the Negro’s own property, 
nor has the maiter the left claim to them; the flaves being 
allowed to fell them to the beft bidder: though the mafter 
generally gets them at a fmall price. And as they can- 
not Lies make up the number, from various caufes, 
he is obliged to make up the deficiency with the overplus 
he oeans on a more fortunate day; fo that all things 
confidered their advantages are but very trifling. - 


This 


{ ae 


This fifhery is not only attended with great toil and 
labour, from the oyfters ftrongly adhering to the rocks, 
but great danger, from a fpecies of fifh, which fometimes 
feize the negro, or crufh them with their weight againft 
the bottom. The Taburones, and Tintoreras which are 
of an enormous fize, feed on the bodies of thefe untor- 
tunate fifhermen; and the Mantas either prefs them to 
death by wrapping their fins round them, or crufh them 
again{t the rocks. [he name Manta is not inapplicable 
to thele monffers, either with regard to its figure or pro- 
perty ; for being broad and long like a quilt, it wraps its 
fins round its prey and inftantly fqueezes it to death. 
This fifth has fome refemblance to the Thornback in 
fhhape, but prodigioufly larger. 


The Negroes, to defend themfelves from thefe ravenous 
creatures, carry with them a fharp knife, with which 
if the filh offers to affault him, they endeavour to a& on 
the defenfive, by wounding it in a part where it has no 
power to hurt him, on which the fith immediately flies. 
Tbe foperintendents keep a Sharp look out for thefe 
monfters ; and on difcovering them, fhake the rope faften- 
ed to the negroes’ bodies, that they may be upon their 
guard; fometimes when the divers are in danger, they 
will plunge into the water to their affiftance, but. too 
often their gallantry is of no avail, and all their dexterity 
cannot protect the divers from being devoured, or lofing 
fome of their limbs. 


The pearls of thefe fitheries are generally of a fine 
colour, and fome very remarkable both in fhape and 
lize: few of them are fent to Europe; the greateft part 
being carried to Lima, where the demand for them is very 
great 
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great, being not only univerfally worn there by all per- 
fons of rank, but alfo fent from thence into the interior 
parts of Peru. 


The gold mines in the neighbourhood were alfo a great 
fource of their wealth, the richeft of which is in the pro- 
vince of Darien; but the Indians revolting, the miners 
were drove from it, and many of them killed; and after 
feveral attemptsto recover it, were finally obliged to aban- 
don the idea, whereby the greateft part of the mines in that 
province were loft; a few only remaining on the frontiers 


which ftill yeild a confiderable quantity of gold, 


As we were preparing tocrofs the Ifthmus, in order to 
vilit Porto Bello, and Carthagene, we received letters by 
a veilel from Callao, that {topped our progrefs. They had 
been fent by a courier to Don Juan de Velica, who had 
forwarded them from Lima by a veffel then under failing 
orders for this port, and were inclofed to his excellency 
the governor; praying him to have the goodnefs to forward 
them to Mexico, fhould we have quitted Panama ere they 
arrived. 


The purport of thefe letters was to haften us back to 
St. Jago;. for that during our abfence the prefident of 
Chili had died, and Don Henriques was advanced to the 
dignity of prefident, ad interim, till his majefty’s pleafure 
fhould be known with refpe@ to the fucceflor; and that 
Don Alphonfo was to fucceed his father in the office of 
Patron of the Indians. Thefe changes required our im- 
mediate return; and a veflel being nearly ready for fea, 
bound to Callao, we were determined to take-our paflage 
in her. 


His’ 


His excellency, the governor, congratulated Don Al-é 
phonfo on the advancement of Don Henriques, his father; 
as well as his own; and invited us to a grand entertain- 
ment, at which every perfon of rank in Panama was pre- 
fent, and we were moft fumptuoufly entertained; after 
which was a ball, which continued till morning: The 
ladies wete very brilliant, though not fo fuperbly deco- 
rated as at Lima. Their outward garment nearly re- 
fembles a Chemife dela Reine; the fleeves are very long 
and broad; open at the hand, and bordered with very 
fine lace, as is the bofom, which they are not very nig- 
gardly of fhowing. ‘They wear girdles of gold, with rich 
necklaces, and firings of pearls elegantly entwined in 
their hair, with bracelets, alfo of gold or pearls. Their petti- 
coats only reach to the calf of their legs, and from 
thence to a little above the ancle hangs from an under 
one a broad lace, whofe tran{parency difplays a moft beauti- 
ful embroidered clock on a fine filk ftocking: The 
tout enlemble of their drefs has fomething very pleafing; 
they are lively, handfome, good humoured, and excellent 
dancers; indeed it was with reluctance we took ourfelves 
from the fafcinating company of thefe charming women; 
who had contrived engagements for us the whole enfuing 
week; which, the fhip being quite ready, we were almoft 
under the neceflity of being rude; not to comply with, 


We embarked on board the Felecia, of ¢bout two hun- 
dred tons, on the 16th. of OGober, and with a pleafant breeze 
at north eaft, foon loft fight of the land. It continuing 
in the fame quarter with little variation, we on the 18th. 
made Cape Blanco ; off which we were baffled by a calm, 
which laffed three days; on the fourth the wind came 
about to the W.5. W. which carried us into Callao hare 
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bour on the 4th. of November; we inflantly waited 
on Don Juan, who was overjoyed to fee us, and 
much chagrined that circumftances would not permit us to 


make any flay. Accordingly, after having fpent a moft 


agreeable week here, we took the advantage of a veffel 
belonging to Valparaifo, in which we failed, and arrived 
in that port after a moft favourable paflage of twenty-eight 
days. It being dark when we came to an anchor, we flept 
on board that night. In the morning on going a fhore 
we were received with the greateft refpect by the principal 
merchants, and warmly congratulated on our fafe arrival 
by the governor, who gave us the pleafing intelligence of 
the prefident and his family being in perfect health, and 
were anxioufly expecting our arrival. 


The day being too far advanced to think of reaching 
St. Jago that night; we dined with his excellency, Don 
Jofeph de Mendoza, and in the afternoon rode to his 
country villa, about fix leagues on our way, were We {pent 
the evening very agreeably ; Donna Anna, his daughter, a 
young lady of about nineteen, doing the honours of the 
houfe ; the governor being a widower. After fupper, 
Donna Anna at the defire of her father, had her harp 
brought into the room, and touched it with fuch fkill and 
grace, that my fellow traveller was quite enchanted ; after 
running over feveral pieces with amazing execution, fhe 
accompanied a ferious air with her voice, which for me- 
lody and compafs furpafled any thing I had ever heard, 
and compleated the conqueft of Don Alphonfo’s heart. 


The minutes paffed {wiftly. on, tillit was time to retire, 
which my friend did with great reluctance, taking his 


leave of Donna Anna with the moft profound refpect, but 
with 
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with that kind of expreffion that convinced me he was 
deeply {mitten ; for the lady, independant of her acquire- 
ments, poffeffed a moft elegant form; and though rather 
dark, a fet of the moft animated, lovely, and interefting 
features ; which with a native gracefulnefs in every 
action, and a mind enlightened by the care of a parent, who 
in himfelf was the’ centre of every {cience, was fufficient 


toenflave a perfon of a much colder conftitution than 
Don Alphonfo, 


Having taking leave of Don Jofeph before we went to 
reft, at day break we purfued our journey; and at five 
o’clock in the afternoon arrived at St. Jago, to the mutual 
happinefs and fatisfaétion.of all parties. 


My reception was as warm as a noble and difinterefted 
friendfhip could make it; for my dignified patron was 
entirely divefted of that hauteur which is fo generally 
attached to elevated fituations, and fo chilling to thofe 
around them. ‘The benevolence of his heart fhone forth 
in the benignity of his countenance; and what was not 
proper to grant, he denied with that urbanity, that chagrin 
and difappointment feldom clouded the brow of thofe wha 
retired from his prefence. 


Vifits of congratulation, balls and entertainments, con- 
fumed the firft ten days of our arrival, after which Don 
Alphonfo was invefted with his poft; and his excellency 
having previonfly founded my inclinations re{pecting 
England, and finding they would fuffer no violence by 
my remaining in America, honoured me with a very 
lucrative and refpeCtable fituation, under his fon. This 
appointment was as acceptable to Don Alphonfo as to my- 
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felf; the duties of his office rendering it neceffary for him 
to make frequent vifitations to the different jurifdiGtions, 
which compofe the government of Chili; in which circuits 
he would ftill retain me as his fellow trayeller. 


My time paffed very agreeably, and as 1 was become 
a proficient in Spanifh, the routine of *my office foon be- 
eame familiar, The time of vifiting the diftricts ap- 
proaching, Don Alphonfo became very thoughtful and ab- 
jent, infomuch that the prefident queftioned me as to the 
eaufe, in fuch terms that | thought it my duty to acquaint 
him with my fufpicions refpecting Donna Anna de Men-- 
dofa; this intelligenee did not feem to meet with an un- 
favourable recéption, but the converfation took a different 
turn, and he left me in an uncertainty as to his opinion 
on the fubjeét. The next morning Don Alphonfo came 
in to my apartment before I was up, and told me that 
his father had charged him with an attachment for Donna 
Anna; his confuffion, he faid, had betrayed the fecret, and 
that his father had left him without his being able to 
afcertain whether the ayowal had met with his approba- 
tion, or diflike. 


During a week we were in the utmoft fufpence, for-his 
Bee llency prevented either his fon or myfelf from being 
alone with him, and his outward behaviour was fuch that 
it was impoffible to penetrate his defigns, .At lJaft Don 
Alphonfo.came to me overjoyed,he told me he had obtained 
his father’s confent to pay his addreffeg to his adored Donna 
Anna, and that they would be fan@tioned with the appro- 
bation of Don Jofeph; for that his father had wrote to 
him immediately on difcovering his fecret, that he had 
concealed the pleafure he experienced on the difcovery, 
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Jeaft his approbation might make any other difappointment 
the more fevere: that he was much pleafed at his choice, 
and he had his permiffion to wait on Don Jofeph as foon 
as he pleafed. I congratulated him on his future happi- 


nefs, and as he was impatient to be gone, the next morn- 
ing accompanied him about a 


dozen miles on his journey. 
During his abfence I applied myfelf to the Indian 
fongue, and having a tolerable facility in the ftudy of 
Janguagesy was foon enabled to hear and determine dife 
ferences between them without the help of an interpreter. 


About fix weeks after the departure of Don Alphonfo, 
an accident happened in the family of the prefident, 
which put a ficp to the nuptials of his fon, (the day for 
the celebration whereof had been named) and plunged not 
only the family of his excellency, but the whole town in 
the deepeft afli@ion. As Donna Lucia was fealing a letter 
fhe had been writing to her brother, a {park from a final 
wax taper unperceived caught her cloaths, and being 
alone was in a blaze before fhe knew it: her fhrieks 


brought the fervants about her, but their affiftance was 
too late, and fhe was fo fhock 


ingly burnt that fhe furyiy- 
ed but a few hours, 


This unhappy cataftrophe for a tim 
the amiable and noble family of Don 
length the period preferibed by cuftom to mourning being 
elapfed, the nuptials of Don Alphonfo were folemnized; 
and his lovely bride, Donna Anna, foon became fuch 
a favourite with Donna Marcia that the fettled melan- 
eholy which clouded her fine features firice the lofs of her 
charming Lucia, began to difappear; and the royal 


e caft a gloom over 
Henriques, till at 
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mandate, confirming the appointment of Don Henriques, 
as governor and captain general of the province of Chill, 
arriving at the fame time, completed the cure; and the joy 
of the whole province evinced their hearty concurrence 
in the choice of their fovereign. 


We had taken our Indian circuit of the diftricts to the 
S. W. previous to the marriage of Don Alphonfo, and in 
a journey of near four months, the particulars of which 
_I fhall referve for another opportunity; we were remarke 
I) ably fortunate. Don Alphonfo, by his addrefs and ad- 
i | -mirable management quieted a fpirit of difcontent, which 
| had began to evince itfelf among the Indians, on the banks 
of the Biobio; and which, but for the timely interference 
and conciliatory talents of their new patron, had involved 
the whole province in the horrors of war. 


While we were preparing for a journey to the north- 
ward, an exprefs arrived by the way of Buenos Ayres, 
from Spain, announcing the death of Don Henriques’ bro- 
ther, who had Jeft his nephew fole heir to his wealth, and 
that his prefence was neceffary to take pofleffion of the 
eftates which had devolved on him. 


Accordingly the refignatioa of his poft being abfolutely 
meceflary, it wasconferred on the nephew of the corrigi- 
dore of Conception; and as it was the general defire of 
the whole family, that I fhould accompany Don Alphon- 

~ fo to Spain, a deputy was appointed to hold my office till 
ie) our return. 
Ba . 
Underftanding that a frigate was in the river of Plate, 
waiting fome defpatches from the viceroy of Lima, we 
a : . determined 
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determined on that route, and taking an affe€tionate 
leave, proceeded on our journey acrofs the mountains, 
which was very troublefome and tedious, till we came to 
the town of Mendoza, the principal family of which, was 
neatly allied to Don Jofeph, the father in-lawof Don 
Alphonfo. Here we refted two days, and having procu- 
red frefh horfes and guides, continued our journey till we 
arrived at St. Louis de Loyala, about fifty leagues to the 
eaftward of Mendoza; where we fell in with two Jefuits, 


who had been on a vifitation to fome of the weftern | 


miffions, and were on their way to Cordua. We were 
mutually pleafed with this rencounter as they were men 
of great information and pleafantry. On our arrival at 
Cordua we parted with our companions, and in a week 
to our great fatisfaction fafely landed at Buenos Ayres; 
for great part of the way from Cordua we had defcended 
the river of Plate in canoes, 


The defpatches arriving from Lima a few days after, 
we proceeded down the river to Monte Vido, and were 
politely received on board the Santa Terefia, of thirty-fix 
guns, commanded by Don Frederick D’Ajuca, which lay 
off the town. 


At day break next morning we faluted the fort and got 
under weigh, our paffage was remarkably favourable; for 
in lefs than ten weeks we were fafely landed in the har- 
bour of Cadiz, and immediately proceeded to Seville, 
contiguous to which lay the poffeffions of Don: Alphonfo. 


Don Alphonfo was received by a diftant relation of 
the deceafed with all imaginable refpeét, and put in im- 
mediate, 
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mediate pofleffion of the-eftates. of his uncle. After 
which, leaving me at Seville, he proceeded to Madrid, 
where he was introducéd- at court, and experienced a moft 
gracious reception. In the mean while, I endeavoured to 
gain fome information refpecting England; the refult of 
which you are thoroughly acquainted with. I fhall ens 
deavour- before my return to America, to tranfmit you 
the particulars of our journey and voyage from-st. Jago 
to Europe, of which you have here.but the outline, as well 
as fome. obfervations made. during the refidence in this 
country, of re: 
Your very fincere friend, 
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